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Syllabus 2019-20  |  Mr. Kirby  |  Voorhees High School
Responsibilities
In life we are all responsible for our own actions, behaviors and accomplishments.  As mature high school advanced level students I know you can all show me that you are capable of making good decisions, exceeding expectations and generally making this class great.

Your Responsibilities:  Be in class, be on time!  Turn assignments in on time.  RESPECT others opinions, personalities and points of view.  Actively listen to me and to each other.  After (or during) an absence, check Google Classroom and our class website to see what you may have missed.   If you’ve missed a quiz or test, you have one week to make it up, otherwise no credit will be given. You’re responsible for your own learning, if you don’t understand, ask me, see me after school - keep communication open.  You will keep ALL assignments free from plagiarism or other academic dishonesty.*  Make the best use of your time at all times (following the school cell policy is going to help here).  Before you come into our class, put your phone into your bag, not your pocket, this will help you resist the urge to check your Snap & Insta stories, texts etc.
My Responsibilities:  To make history more than just names, dates and places – but rather to engage you all in the true story of who we are, where we came from and where we’re going.  To make each of you feel that you are a welcome member of this class with unique input and insight.  To challenge you to think, reach conclusions on your own, and use your outside knowledge and skills to learn, rather than giving you an answer to simply memorize and regurgitate.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Procedures

Most of these are pretty obvious, but still important:  When you come in to the classroom sit in your assigned seat.  Make note of all assignments written on the board or displayed on the overhead and write these down.  If there is a ‘do now’, do it. . .now!  When the door closes. . .we are ready to begin class.  When you have a question, raise your hand, thanks.  When either I or a classmate have the floor, you are to actively listen – this is not possible if you are also talking.  Follow all given directions throughout class.  I dismiss you from class, not the bell – I understand some of you have a long way to go to your next class, but leaving while I’m talking is not respectful.  If we finish early – stay in your seat rather than crowd around the door.
Course Requirements

a) Making sure your Chromebook is as fully charged as possible, we’ll be using them pretty much daily. (Pro tip: bring your charger to school)
b) Having some system of organization for physical handouts.  We’ll be using a lot of digital materials but some things still work better with pencil and paper.
c) Having pen, pencil and paper handy each class session. (I don’t usually carry extras sorry)
d) Maintaining a classroom environment of self-discipline and mutual respect. Our classroom is a place where everyone should feel safe and able to share their constructive ideas and thoughtful opinions.
Grading Policies
A note about homework:  any student wishing to receive half credit on a homework assignment not turned in or shown during the class period that it is due can take the responsibility of finding me the following day that the class meets to receive half credit for the assignment.  Any homework not turned in by the following class after it was due, will receive no credit.  When handing in late homework please write ‘LATE’ at the top; if you’re handing in homework late because you were absent please just write ‘ABS’, this will help me grade your work quickly and properly.  When submitting through Google Classroom and you’re submitting something past its due date due to an absence, please write a comment in Classroom so that I’m able to give you credit.  (PS – please always ‘Turn In’ work through Classroom rather than ‘Sharing’ via Drive).
Class Participation:  You are what makes this class happen!  I’m looking forward to hearing your opinions, understandings, questions or other thoughts on the subjects we cover.  Your participation in each class is expected, as is your co-operation as responsible high school students. Your daily participation and responsible classroom behavior are factored into your grade each quarter. 

Email Policy:  In an emergency situation where your printer is broken and a hard copy is required for an assignment (which is usually not the case), you are expected to e-mail or share the given assignment to me.  This serves as a PLACE SAVER ONLY.  You have 3 days to print out at school or alternate printer and turn in a hard copy to be graded without penalty.  After 3 days your place saver is deleted and not accepted for credit.  When submitting work in this type of situation, please write ‘EMAILED’ and the date you emailed it at the top; remember, this will help me help you.  Remember to only use your school email for class correspondence.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Extra Help
I will make myself available as often as possible after school to help you with any questions or concerns you have about the course (and anything else that might be bugging you!).  If you’re looking for extra help, please come with specific questions in mind so I can help target whatever you might be struggling with.  Please see me after class to arrange for extra help. You can also check our class websites for my daily schedule.

I am excited to be here with you all!  Let’s make this year great, and let’s see what we can all learn together.                                                 




 –Mr. Kirby
*Academic Honesty
I’ve had to add this as a separate section due to increases in academic dishonesty over the past few years.
As an Advanced student it is absolutely imperative that all course work be entirely of you own creation.  All assigned work, including homework is to be done individually unless expressly stated otherwise by your instructor.  Sharing documents, responses or ideas either electronically or in person is plagiarism.  Googling information and using information without citation is plagiarism.  ‘Working on an assignment together’ is also plagiarism.  Borrowing someone’s homework and changing their answers to make it look like your own work is definitely plagiarism. Any work submitted that contains content not of your own creation will result in an immediate zero, no opportunity to restore credit, and an afterschool detention where you will research the consequences of academic dishonesty at the post-secondary level.  Plagiarism has never been easier and never more important to avoid.
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Please cut and return the section below


World History Advanced
By signing this form, you agree that you’ve reviewed the 2019-20 course syllabus with your parent(s) and/or guardian(s) and understand the responsibilities, procedures, course requirements, and grading policies for this course.  If there are any questions or concerns about syllabus content, please feel free to email me at: rkirby@nhvweb.net
Student Name (PRINT)______________________________________Date____________

Student Signature__________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (PRINT)_______________________________Date____________

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________
