North Hunterdon-Voorhees Regional High School District
Annandale, NJ
October 17, 2017
Second Reading Board Policies

The following policies are presented for the second reading — (P) denotes policy, (M) denotes
mandatory:

Second Reading of Policies:

P 0169 Board Member Use of Electronic Mail/Internet (New)
P 2220 Adoption of Courses (M) (Revised)
P 2270 Religion in the Schools (Revised)

P 2363 Student Use of Privately-Owned Technology (New)



0169 BOARD MEMBER USE OF ELECTRONIC MAIL/INTERNET

The Board of Education is a public body as defined in the New Jersey Open Public Meetings
Act, N.J.A.C. 10:4-6 et seq., and the Board and its members are required to comply with the
provisions of this Act. It is the right of the public to be present at meetings of public bodies and
to witness in full all phases of the deliberations, policy formulation, and decision-making. Board
members acknowledge certain discussions between Board members, other than during a Board
meeting, may be subject to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.

The Board of Education is also subject to the Open Public Records Act, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq.
The Open Public Records Act requires public agencies/School Boards to make certain
‘governmental records subject to public access. Board members may, by written and/or
electronic mail (e-mail), communicate with each other and with certain school staff regarding the
school district’s public business. “Public business” means and includes all matters that relate in
any way, directly or indirectly, to the performance of the public body’s functions or the conduct
of its business. Board members acknowledge these written communications may be classified as
a governmental record and may be subject to public access pursuant to the Open Public Records
Act.

In order to ensure the Board and/or individual Board members comply with the requirements of
the Open Public Meetings Act and the Open Public Records Act, the following guidance is
provided regarding certain discussions and written communications regarding the public
business:

L. Written letters, e-mails, and supporting documents regarding school district
matters written by Board members to other Board members or written by Board
members to school staff, unless the subject matter is specifically exempt under the
Open Public Records Law, are governmental records and are subject to public
access. Based on the potential for improper/inappropriate disclosure and/or
breach of confidentiality that may compromise the Board or Board member, these
communications should not involve confidential matters, especially any matter the
Board may discuss in executive/private session outside the presence of the public
pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act.

2. Written letters, internet (chat) discussions, e-mails, and supporting documents
regarding the school district’s public business written by Board members to other
Board members shall not replace deliberations that would prevent the public from
witnessing in full detail all phases of the Board’s deliberations, policy
formulation, and decision-making process in accordance with the intent of the
Open Public Meetings Act.



3. Internet (chat) discussions between Board members regarding the school district’s
public business shall not include multiple Board members with the potential that a
quorum of the Board may be involved, or become involved, in such discussion.

In the event a Board member(s) fails to comply with the guidance of this Policy, the matter shall
be referred to the Board President, who will meet and/or discuss the matter and this Policy with
the Board member(s). The Board President may request the Board Attorney participate in this
meeting and/or discussion.

N.J.S.A. 10:6-4 et seq.
N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq.

Adopted:



2220 ADOPTION OF COURSES

The Board of Education shall provide a comprehensive instructional program to serve the
educational needs of the children of this district by the adoption of courses of study.

For purposes of this policy, a "course of study" means the planned content of a series of classes,
courses, subjects, studies, or related activities.

No course of study will be taught in this district unless it has been formally adopted by the
Board. The Board shall determine which units of the instructional program constitute courses of
study and are thereby subject to the adoption procedures of the Board.

Each course of study approved for credit toward high school graduation shall include minimum
course proficiencies. In order to satisfactorily complete a course of study, a pupH-student must
demonstrate mastery of the established minimum level of course proficiencies. Core course
proficiencies shall include, but need not be limited to, proficiencies established by the State
Board of Education in the curriculum areas of mathematics; natural or physical sciences;
English; social studies; foreign languages; fine, practical, and performing arts; career education;
and health, safety, and physical education.

The Superintendent is responsible for the continuous evaluation of the courses of study against
the educational goals of the Board and shall recommend to the Board such new or altered courses
of study as are deemed to be in the best interests of the pupts-students of this district. The
Superintendent's recommendation will include the following information about the proposed
course of study:
1. The specific objective of the course of study and the relationship of the course to the
educational goals adopted by the Board;
2. The applicability of the course to pupis-students and an enumeration of those groups of
pupHs-students to be affected by it;
3. A description of course content, including any instructional method that departs
significantly from the ordinary and is an integral part of the course of study;
4. A rationale for the course in terms of the goals of this district and a justification of the
course, especially when it is proposed to take the place of an existing course of study;
5. The resources that implementation of the course will require, including textbooks,
material, equipment, and specially trained personnel;
6. The course proficiencies to be mastered by pupHsstudents;
7. The methods and standards by which the efficacy of the course will be monitored and
evaluated; and
8. A developmental history of the course and, where available, information on its use
elsewhere.

The Superintendent shall maintain a current list of all courses of study offered by this district and
shall provide each member of the Board with a copy.



N.J.S.A. 18A:4-25; 18A:4-28; :8A=FA-6:-18A:33-1; 18A:35-1 et seq.
N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.1 et seq.; 6A:8-4.1; 6A:8-4.4; 6A19-35:6A822

Adopted: + May200+



2270 RELIGION IN THE SCHOOLS

The Board of Education recognizes that religious belief and disbelief are matters of personal
conviction rather than governmental authority and that the pupils-students of this district are
protected by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and by Article I, Paragraph 4
of the New Jersey State Constitution from the establishment of religion in the schools. School
officials will be neutral in their treatment of religion in the school district, showing neither
favoritism toward nor hostility against religious expression. Accordingly, devotional exercises
will be permitted in this district. The following activities will be permitted in the school district
provided the activity is consistent with current United States Supreme Court decisions regarding
the relationship between government and religion: prayer during instructional time; organized
prayer groups and activities; religious expression and prayer in classroom assignments; student
assemblies and extra-curricular events; prayer at graduation; baccalaureate ceremonies;
devotional exercises; and other prayer and/or religion related activities. The school district will
not permit an activity if the activity advances or inhibits any particular religious expression that
is protected by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution.

The Board believes that an understanding of religions and the contributions that religion has
made to the advancement of civilization is essential to the thorough education of young people
and to their appreciation of a pluralistic society. To that end, the curriculum may be developed to
include, as appropriate to the various ages and attainments of the pupiis, instruction about the
religions of the world.

The Board also acknowledges the degree to which a religious consciousness has enriched the
arts, literature, music, and issues of morality. The instructional and resource materials approved
for use in the schools of this district frequently contain religious references or concern moral
issues that have traditionally been the focus of religious concern. That such material may,
therefore, be religious in nature shall not, by itself, bar their use by the district. The Board directs
that teaching staff members employing such materials be neutral in their approach and avoid
using them to advance or inhibit religion in any way.

The Board recognizes that religious traditions vary in their perceptions and doctrines regarding
the natural world and its processes. The curriculum is chosen for its place in the thorough and
efficient education of the children of this district, not for its conformity to religious principles.
Pupils-Students should receive unbiased instruction in the schools so that they may privately
accept or reject the knowledge so gained in accordance with their own religious tenets.
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U.S. Constitution, Amend. 1
U.S. Department of Education - Guidance on Constitutionally Protected Prayer in Public
Elementary and Secondary Schools — February 7, 2003



N.J. Constitution (1947) Art. 1, para. 4
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.6 et seq.; 18A:36-16

Adopted: +-May-200+



2363 STUDENT USE OF PRIVATELY-OWNED TECHNOLOGY

The Board of Education recognizes technology is always changing and as a result of increased
accessibility to technology many students possess technology devices for their use during non-
school hours. These privately-owned devices may be beneficial to students during school hours
for approved educational purposes. Therefore, the Board of Education will allow students to use
their privately-owned technology devices under conditions outlined in this Policy.

For the purpose of this Policy, “technology” means hardware or software.

For the purpose of this Policy, “privately-owned” means technology hardware and software that
is purchased, owned, and maintained by the student at no expense to the school or school district.

For the purpose of this Policy, “hardware” means any device that can store, access, retrieve,
and/or communicate data or information. “Hardware” may include, but is not limited to, any
type of computer device; wireless telephone; electronic reader; personal digital assistant (PDAs);
video broadcasting and/or recording device; or camera.

For the purpose of this Policy, “software” means any computer program(s) or related data that
provide instruction for telling a computer or other hardware device what to do and how to do it.

The use of privately-owned technology by a student in the educational program during the school
day must be approved by the student’s parent or legal guardian and the school teaching staff
member responsible for supervising and/or providing the student’s instructional program. A
teaching staff member may approve a student’s use of privately-owned technology based on the
assignment(s) to the student. The teaching staff member may also prohibit the use of privately-
owned technology for an assignment(s).

Students who use privately-owned technology in school will not be given access to the school
district’s computer server(s) or network(s). In the event the teaching staff member approves the
use of privately-owned technology to access the Internet, the access must be through the
privately-owned technology without the use of any school district hardware or software. A
teaching staff member who approves a student to use their privately-owned technology to access
the Internet during instructional time will provide the student with a list of approved Internet
sites the student is permitted to access. A student granted such permission must comply with
school district policies and regulations regarding acceptable use of computers and technology.
Any use of privately-owned technology by a student shall be in strict accordance with the
teaching staff member’s specific approval(s) and Board policies and regulations. Any violation
will subject the student to appropriate discipline and/or grading consequences.



The teaching staff member, in considering the use of privately-owned technology, will ensure
such approval does not provide any advantage or benefit to the student who owns such
technology over the student who does not own such technology. The teaching staff member will
not approve the use of privately-owned technology if the teaching staff member determines the
use would be advantageous or beneficial to the student who owns such technology over the
student who does not own such technology.

The school district assumes no responsibility for any privately-owned technology brought to
school by a student. The student shall be responsible for the proper operation and use of any
privately-owned technology brought to school. School staff members shall not be responsible
for the effective use and/or technical support for any privately-owned technology.

The school district shall assume no responsibility for the security of or damage to any privately-
owned technology brought to school by a student. Students are encouraged to purchase private
insurance for loss, damage, or theft of any privately-owned technology the student brings to
school.

Adopted:



