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Chapter 1

1.  Based on subtle clues given by Holden, from where is the story being told?


2.  Where is Holden’s brother, D.B., currently living?  What can we assume he is doing there?  Why would Holden say that he is a prostitute?


3.  What is Holden’s opinion of Pencey?  How does this contrast with what Pencey says about their school?


4.  According to Holden, how should he feel about the Pencey football game?  Does he feel this way?  Why?


5.  Why was Holden kicked out of Pencey?


6.  Why doesn’t Holden have a coat?  What does this lead him to say about expensive schools?


Chapter 2

1.  How old is Mr. Spencer?  Why does Holden wonder why Mr. Spencer is still living?


2.  Dr. Thurmer claims that life is a game (8).  What is the second part of Dr. Thurmer’s quote?  What does Holden have to say about this comparison?



3.  How old is Holden?  What aspects make him not seem his age?


4.  In summary, what does Holden’s note at the end of his term paper say to Mr. Spencer?  Why did he write this? He wrote that he doesn’t care if you flunk him. His writes that because he is embarrassed to fail.



5.  What does Holden want to know about ducks?  Why might he want to know this?



6.  Why didn’t Holden like Elkton Hills?


Chapter 3

1.  Why is the hall that Holden lives in named after Ossenburger?  According to Holden, why was Ossenburger able to charge only five dollars to bury a person?  If this is true, what does it prove about Pencey?


2.  What types of books does Holden like to read?


3.  Describe Ackley.  What are some things that Holden says about him?  Are they mostly positive or negative?


4.  What does Ackley do while in Holden’s room?


5.  What is Ackley’s opinion of Stradlater?  Why?


6.  How does Stradlater treat Ackley when he enters the room?


Chapter 4

1.  How is Stradlater similar to Ackley? 

2.  Who is Stradlater in love with?  As of result of this, what does Stradlater expect others to do?  Specifically, what does he want Holden to do for him?

3.  Holden claims that he hates the movies, but he likes to imitate them (29).  What is the only thing that Holden claims he needs?  Why is this somewhat ironic?

4.  After Stradlater claims he is going on a date, what does he have trouble remembering?  What does this suggest?

5.  When Holden tries to tell Stradlater about his date, how does Stradlater respond?  What does this suggest about Stradlater and his goals in a relationship?

6.  According to Holden, where does Stradlater spend half of his life?  What does this suggest about Stradlater?

7.  How does Holden respond to Stradlater’s nasty response about his date’s curfew?  What does this show about Holden’s character? 

Chapter 5

1.  What is Holden’s theory as to why Pencey serves steak on Saturday nights?

2.  What does Holden say Ackley would do if he were being saved after a shipwreck?  What does this suggest about Ackley?

3.  Who is Allie?  What happened to him?  What is special about his baseball glove?

4.  Why were Holden’s parents going to have him psychoanalyzed?

Chapter 6

1.  At the beginning of the chapter, why is Holden so worried?

2.  What is Stradlater’s reaction to the composition Holden writes for him?

3.  Why does Holden decide to smoke a cigarette?

4.  What information does Holden want to obtain from Stradlater regarding Stradlater’s date with Jane?  What is he able to extract?

5.  Why is Holden so upset that Stradlater could care less if Jane kept her kings in the back row?  What does he call Stradlater to infuriate him?

6.  What does Stradlater do to Holden?  Afterwards, how does Stradlater react to this? 


Chapter 7

1. Why doesn’t Holden ever discuss his personal life with Ackley?

2.  While in Ely’s bed, what does Holden think about?  Why is it so difficult to get this topic out of his mind?

3.  What is Stradlater’s technique for getting with a girl?

4.  Why does Holden resolve that he isn’t going to join a monastery?

5.  Why doesn’t Holden want to go straight home?

6.  What is Holden’s feelings about leaving Pencey?  Why might he feel this way?

Chapter 8

1.  What does Holden say about the stories that he usually reads while on the train?  Considering that magazines are usually meant for entertainment, what does this suggest about Holden’s thoughts on the culture in which he lives?

2.  What types of lies does Holden give to Ernest Morrow’s mother?  Why does he think she might believe him?

3.  Holden says, “most people have hardly any smile at all, or a lousy one” (55).  What does this suggest about Holden’s views of society?

Chapter 9

1.  Who is Sally Hayes?  Why does Holden decide not to call her?

2.  What does Holden ask the taxi driver?  Why might he want to know this?

3.  What does Holden witness that would support his notion that the hotel he stays at is full of perverts?  What does this lead Holden to say regarding girls one likes and girls one doesn’t really like?

4.  Who does Holden call?  What is his intent?  What is the outcome?  What does the outcome suggest about Holden?

Chapter 10

1.  How does Holden describe Phoebe?   What aspects about her make Holden able to easily relate to her?  What does this prove about his mentality?

2.  Who does Holden meet when in the Lavender Room?  What transpires between them?  What does this show about Holden’s character?

3.  What are the plans of the people Holden meets?  Why does this depress him?



Chapter 11

1.  How did Jane and Holden meet?

2.  What does Holden think about Jane’s appearance?

3.  Why is Jane the only other person that Holden showed Allie’s baseball glove to?

4.  Describe the memory that Holden has about playing checkers with Jane on the porch.  What role does he believe he plays in the incident?  What does this show about Holden’s character?

5.  Even though Jane and Holden never kiss on the lips, what does he recall doing with her that he was fond of?  Why was he so fond of this?

Chapter 12

1.  Why is it significant that Holden asks about the ducks again?  What theories does he come up with regarding where they go?  How do these theories show the Holden has some hope?

2.  If the ducks are a metaphor for Holden’s current situation, why is it significant that the taxi driver brings up the fish?  What is different about fish and ducks?  According to the taxi driver, which one has it worse?  Why?
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3.  How is the taxi driver’s theory on the fish somewhat optimistic?

4.  What complaint does Holden has about Ernie’s piano playing?  What complaint does he have about the people who are listening?  How is this a vicious cycle, and how is this a criticism of society as a whole?

5.  Explain what happens between the second couple that Holden witnesses.  What is this a criticism of?

6.  Who is Lillian Simmons?  What is her real intention for talking to Holden?  Why does he greatly dislike Lillian and people who are like Lillian? 

Chapter 13

1.  What does Holden fantasize about on his way back to the hotel?  What does this show about his character?

2.  While waiting for the prostitute, what does Holden reveal about his prior experiences?

3.  How does Holden describe Sunny and what about her bothers him the most?

4.  What is the significance of him finding this interaction so disturbing?  What does this show about Holden’s character and his notion of innocence?

5.  What question does Holden want to ask her?  Why doesn’t he end up asking the question?

6.  Why doesn’t Holden like the way that Sunny takes off her dress?  How does this add to his being disturbed by the whole interaction?

7.  Holden’s little sister, Phoebe, shares the name with the Greek Titan who was associated with the moon.  With that in mind, why is it significant that the prostitute’s name is Sunny?

Chapter 14

1.  Why doesn’t Holden like the Disciples?

2.  Holden claims that he much prefers the lunatic who “lived in the tombs and kept cutting himself with stones.”  Holden is referring to a story in the bible (Mark 5:1-5:20) in which Jesus came across a man who had a legion of demons in him.  This man was unable to be restrained by his townspeople and was alienated from everyone in town.  Upon Jesus’ arrival, he removed the demons, and as a result, the townspeople wanted Jesus to leave and never return.  On the other hand, the man wanted Jesus to take him with him.  Jesus refused because he wanted the man to stay with his people to spread his word.  Why would Holden find this character appealing?

3.  Why does Holden dislike ministers?

4.  What transpires between Maurice and Holden?  After the incident, what does Holden fantasize about?

5.  Why does Holden claim that he didn’t commit suicide?  What does this show about his character?  Given Holden’s beliefs, why is this ironic?

Chapter 15

1.  Who does Holden decide to call?  What is his opinion of her?

2.  How good is Holden with managing money?  What does he say that proves this?

3.  Why does Holden dislike people who have cheap suitcases?  Is this reasonable?

4.  What does Holden talk to the nuns about?  What is his opinion about the subject they discuss?

5.  What is Holden always afraid of when he talks to Catholics?  Why?

Chapter 16

1.  Why does Holden like the nuns so much?  Considering Holden’s currently plight, why does he find that so appealing?

2.  How does Holden describe the individual who sings “Little Shirley Beans”?  Why does he like the way the person sings it?  How would a white girl ruin the song? 

3.  What is the little boy singing?  Why is this significant?

4.  What is the worst part about everyone heading to the movies?  What does this show about the people in the culture?

5.  What show does Holden choose to see, and why does he choose it?

6.  Why does Holden hate actors?

7.  Why is Holden upset with Sir Laurence Olivier’s portrayal of the character Hamlet?

8.  Instead of focusing on the movie, what does Holden wait for?

9.  Why does Holden enjoy the Museum of Natural History so much?

10.  Given what Holden says about the museum, why doesn’t he go into it?

Chapter 17

1.  Before Sally arrives, what does Holden notice?  Similarly, why is he willing to excuse Sally for being late?

2.  What does Holden think of the play?  What happens during the intermissions?

3.  Why does Sally want to go skating?  What does this show about her character?

4.  What does Holden tell Sally he is fed up with?  How is this a criticism of the American Dream?

5.   What does Holden propose he and Sally do?  Why would he want to do this?

6.  Sally claims that all Holden’s extreme proposal will be more feasible after he goes to college and basically grows up.  According to Holden, why does growing up make his plans less feasible?

7.  What is the first thing that Holden says that greatly upsets her?  What action follows to makes it even worse? 

Chapter 18

1.  What are Holden’s theories on girls’ opinions of boys?

2.  Why is Holden disappointed in the show he sees at Radio City Music Hall?

3.  What is the only part of the show that Holden and Allie enjoy?  Why might he enjoy this aspect of the show?

4.  Why does Holden dislike the story about Alec and his memory loss? (Hint: it has to do with how it is resolved).

5.  What is Holden’s opinion of war?  How does this contrast with the normal opinion of a pre-WWII individual?  How are his feelings consistent with his earlier fantasy about how the issue of his lost gloves would be resolved?

6.  What does D.B. say about the people in the military?

7.  Holden’s behavior in the novel so far has been extreme (e.g. tearing up the composition, leaving Pencey, and more recently his proposition to Sally).  What is the significance of his impulsiveness?  How is it triggered?  What do you think will result?



Chapter 19

1.  What is Luce’s expertise?  Through rhetorical questions and subtle hints, what does Luce suggest that Holden needs to do?

2.  Why does Luce claim that Eastern Philosophy is better than Western Philosophy?

3.  What is the profession of Luce’s father?  Because of this, what does Luce suggest Holden should do?

Chapter 20

1.  After Luce leaves, what does Holden pretend has happened to him?  How is this appropriate considering Holden’s current predicament and state of mind?

2.  Who does Holden call?  Why does he call this person?

3.  Who is the nicest person to Holden in this chapter?  What did this person do that was nice?

4.  What does Holden want to go see in the park?  Before reaching his destination, what horrible thing happens?  Why is this so horrible to Holden?

5.  When Holden considers his own death, on what elements does he focus?  How are these thoughts somewhat contrary to the topic way one would view death?

Chapter 21

1.  How does Holden trick the elevator operator into letting him up to his floor?  When the elevator operator claims he should wait in the lobby, what technique does Holden use?  According to Holden, why is this effective?

2.  Considering how he is able to get into his room, what does Holden claim he should have been?  How does this contrast with our typical hero?

3.  How is Holden sure that he is home?  What does he feel for the first time in a long time?

4.  How does Phoebe react to the shattered record?  Why is this so fulfilling for Holden?

5.  Why is Holden upset with D.B.’s current writing assignment?

6. What does Phoebe find out about Holden?  How does she react to this?

Chapter 22

1.  What new fact does Holden reveal about Ackley?  How is this sad?

2.  Why does Holden claim that Mr. Spencer is a phony?

3.  Before giving Phoebe an answer about something that he likes, what does he think about?

4.  What happens to James Castle?  What is the significance of this event?

5.  What does Holden wish he could be?  What is the significance of him wanting this fictitious job?

6.  Holden does not accurately remember the poem by Robert Burns.  The poem is actually about meeting a girl in the field.  Why is it ironic that he thinks a poem about hooking up with a girl is about saving children who are falling off a cliff?

6.  What is the difference between the discussion with Mr. Spencer earlier in the story and Phoebe’s conversation with Holden at this point in the story?  Why is Phoebe’s much more appealing to Holden?

Chapter 23

1.  What did Mr. Antolini do that no one else did?

2.  What do Holden and Phoebe do together?

3.  How is Phoebe exhibit similar habits to Holden? 

4.  What do Phoebe and Holden exchange before Holden leaves?

5.  Why does Holden cry before he leaves?

Chapter 24

1.  Before Holden arrives, what were Mr. and Mrs. Antolini doing?

2.  What was cruel about Holden’s Oral Expressions class?

3.  What does Holden think about digressions in speeches?  How does he justify/counter Mr. Antolini’s argument against digressions?

4.  What does Mr. Antolini see in Holden’s future?  Additionally, what does he say about the “environment” in which Holden lives?

5.  According to Mr. Antolini, through what means is Holden going to find meaning?  What information is Holden eventually going to find, how is it going to help him, and from whom is he going to get this information?

6.  Why does Holden leave Mr. Antolini’s frightened? 

Chapter 25

1.  Where does Holden decide to spend the night?

2.  Why does Holden feel bad for leaving Mr. Antolini’s house?

3.  What does Holden read about in the magazine?  How does this further depress him?

4.  What is Holden fearful of every time he steps off a curb?  What does he do to put himself more at ease?

5.  Where does Holden want to go? How will he get there?  What will his life be like?  Eventually, what would he do with his children?  Why?

6.  What does Holden see twice while at Phoebe’s school?  Why does it upset Holden so much?  How is the first one different from the second one?  What does Holden say he couldn’t do in a million years?  What does this say about the society?

7.  What does Holden see for a third time and where does he see it?  Where does Holden say he wouldn’t be surprised if it were written?

8. In Holden’s fantasy, what is the one rule he would have for people who came to visit him?

9.  Who or what changes Holden’s mind on leaving home?  How is his mind changed?  Why is this significant?

10.  Why does Holden like carrousels?  Why does he enjoy watching Phoebe ride on it?

11.  What does Phoebe do while riding on the carrousel that scares Phoebe? Why doesn’t he try to stop her?

Chapter 26

1.  What are Holden’s prospects for “next fall?”

2.  What does Holden have to say about “applying himself?”

3.  To whom do you think Holden has been telling this entire story?

4.  Has Holden learned anything from this experience?  Why or why not?

5.  Would the story have been as effective if written in third person as in first person?  What is gained by telling this story in first person?  Is anything lost?



