CP World History 
Mr. McGeehan 

Class Policies & Expectations 

Course Description: 
World History will focus on the following eras: 
· Emergence of the First Global Age (1350-1770)
· Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment (1350-1700)
· Age of Revolutions (1750-1914)
· A Half-Century of Crisis and Achievement (1900-1945)
· The 20th Century Since 1945 (1945-Today)
· Contemporary Issues 

Course Text:     World History: The Human Journey.   Holt, 2005.  
· An online version of the text can be found at http://my.hrw.com/
· Username – vhsworld13
· Password – vikings

Class Expectations:
1. Be respectful to your fellow classmates, your teachers, anyone else who may enter the room and school property as well. 
2. Arrive to class on time.  Get your materials out and have a seat upon entering the room. 
3. Complete your work neatly and on time.  You may be asked to redo something that is illegible.   
4. Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  In either case, you will receive a “0” for the given assignment. 

Preparedness and Organization:
	 To be successful in your education, you should come to class every day prepared and organized.  Each day you should bring to class: a pen or pencil, notebook (either 1” binder or spiral bound w/folder) and your assignment pad/calendar.  Organization will result from having all these pieces in class every day.  You will be held accountable for bringing these items to class every day.  I will be giving you handouts in class or you will be taking notes.  You will be responsible for anything I hand you during the course of the year.  We will be having a notebook check at the end of each marking period so keep everything in an organized fashion.  

Grading Policy:
1. All work is graded on a point system and is equally important.  While homework might not be worth as many points as a project or a test, it will be more frequent and thus just as vital to your grade. 
2. In calculating grades on an individual assignment as well as marking period grades, use the following:
Total Points Earned
Total Points Possible
3. The following will contribute to the student’s grade: tests/quizzes (20-200 pts each), individual and group projects (50-250 pts each), class work/homework (5-50 pts each), a quarterly assessment (after each of first 3 marking periods) and final examination.
4.    Each marking period and final exam will count as 20% of your final grade.  You need to pass 3 of the 5 to pass the class for the year. 



Homework/Classwork:
	Homework will be given regularly.  All homework should be completed before you arrive in class.  You are responsible for all readings assigned.  Homework will be announced in class, written on the board and posted on the website (see contact information).  Unless stated otherwise, homework assignments are due at the beginning of the class period.  Homework received at the end of the class period will be considered late.  
	Any classwork that is not finished in class will obviously become homework.  


Quizzes: 
	Quizzes will be taken on a regular basis to measure student progress.  Quizzes vary in length and can be given during any part of the class period.  There will be announced quizzes and unannounced quizzes (perhaps reading checks). 


Tests/Projects: 
	Tests will be comprised of any or all of the following:  multiple choice, matching, short answer and essays.  Test dates will be announced ahead of time.  Review sheets will be given and discussed prior the test date.  You will have a quarterly exam at the end of marking periods 1, 2 and 3.  Review sheets and discussion will take place prior to these announced dates as well. 
	Both individual and group projects will be completed both in and out of the class.  Directions and requirements will be given when the project is assigned.  
	

Absenteeism/Late Work:  
· Homework/classwork is expected on the due date at the beginning of the period, unless I specify different instructions.  
· Homework/classwork turned in late will only be accepted the following school day.  Homework/classwork turned in more than one school day late will not be accepted.
· ½ credit is the maximum that can be earned on a late homework/classwork assignment.
· Any larger assignment (projects, non-homework/classwork) will lose 1 letter grade (10%) for each day that it is late.
· If for some reason you miss school, it is your responsibility to hand in assignments that were due while you were out.  You have 2 school days to make up any missed assignments or 5 school days to make up a test.
· If you missed my class because you were cutting, you will receive no credit for the work that you missed or homework that was not handed in.


Class Participation: 
	Students are expected to be active participants in class.  This includes:  contributing to class discussions and activities, demonstrating preparedness through completion of assigned readings and homework and maintaining an organized and up-to-date notebook (notebook checks at end of each marking period).  Acting inappropriately and being a distraction to others will certainly not help your grade.







Classroom Conduct: 
1. Be respectful to anyone/anything you come into contact within the room or in the school.  There are new laws about harassment, intimidation and bullying so consequences will be severe. 
2. Speak in turn. Don’t interrupt while others are talking.  Raising your hand always helps.  You may have a similar opinion/question as the one being stated or asked.
3. Keep your phones on silent and in your book bags.  Is a text message really worth not having your phone for a week?
4. Food/drinks – Drinks shouldn’t be a problem unless you’re spilling them all over the place.  Eat breakfast at home or when you get here instead of bringing it with you from the cafeteria. 
5. Leaving the room – The bathrooms/water fountain are right across the hall.  You’ll need a pass if you go anywhere else.  Leaving the room frequently will only hurt your performance. 

Extra Credit:
	There may be times when extra credit is offered to the entire class.  Generally, students who want EXTRA credit are the students who didn’t do the work to get the ORIGINAL credit.   If you do the work, you won’t have to do the extra work. 


Contact Information & Extra Help:

Email:  		mmcgeehan@nhvweb.net 				
Phone:  	908.638.2199 ext. 2049 			
Office:  	Room 320 
Periods available:  3-4, 9-10, 15-16, 17-18 (I’m in Room 311 any other time)
Website:  	http://www.nhvweb.net/vhs/socialstudies/mmcgeehan/
					 

Extra help is available Monday-Friday from 2:30-3:10.  Just let me know you’re coming ahead of time or just find me in the above areas.   If another time works for you, then we’ll discuss it during or after class. 




















Parent/Guardian:  

Please discuss the policies attached with your student.  I am more than willing to discuss the policies or answer any questions you have.  Feel free to contact me via email (mmcgeehan@nhvweb.net) or voicemail (908-638-2199 ext. 2049).  
Please sign, date and return this to by Tuesday, August 30.  

I have received my own copy, read the class policies and expectations and discussed it with my student regarding Mr. McGeehan’s CP World History course.


Parent/Guardian signature: _______________________________ 

Parent/Guardian name: __________________________________ (Please print)

Student’s name: ______________________________________ (Please print)

Date: ____________

Parent/Guardian email address: ____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Phone number: _____________________________________________

