Crime & Justice 
2012
SEMINARS

During this course, you will be required to present a seminar on a specific date chosen by you.  Most of the dates available will be during the second marking period of the course (some may actually be at the end of the first marking period depending on class size). The topics all relate to a crime (or series of crimes) that resulted in a subsequent trial (or trials).  Seminars are worth a substantial part of your grade, typically between 20% - 30% of the marking period, depending on the pattern of other assignments.  

They are worth a total of 400 points broken down into three segments:

200 points – Group grade – group members receive the same grade here

100 points – Individual grade – primarily based on YOUR performance

100 points – Peer Evaluation – Based on what the audience would rate your seminar

Seminar dates will be given in advance.  If for some reason you cannot present on the day chosen, you need to email or call me (PRIOR TO CLASS ON YOUR CHOSEN DAY) explaining your emergency situation.  A note from your parents may also be required.  If you don’t show up for your seminar and don’t bother to inform me, your grade will be a ZERO.  This goes outside my normal missed assignment policy, but due to the nature of Seminars, it is necessary.  

Groups are to be made of TWO-THREE people.  Seminar dates consist of a portion of a class period in which the students will be required to present their topic and teach it to the class.  This should include some form of introduction to “hook” the audience’s interest, time to give the bulk of your information as well as some form of conclusion, culminating in taking questions from the audience.  
WHAT TO COVER?   (Be sure to apply these to both the crime and the trial)
Students should base their seminars on the following questions, providing as much detail as time allows:
Who are the major players?  The accused, their family and background, their victim(s), and all the major figures of the trial process as well (judge, prosecuting and defense attorneys, key witnesses, etc.) 
What actually occurred?  What allegedly occurred?  A timeline of events can be helpful but sometimes very lengthy. 
When & where did the events occur?  A layout of the area or a recreation of a crime scene could be interesting.   
How did the events occur?  You might be able to find a signed confession or some gory details.   Be sure to clear anything overwhelmingly graphic with me as it may not be appropriate for class. 
What was brought to light at the trial?  What evidence was presented to secure a guilty verdict/acquittal?  What role did the media have on the case (if applicable)?  
If you don’t answer the above questions, then ask yourself what you’re actually reporting on!

Keys to success

1. Select a topic from those provided and have it approved.  

2. Don’t save Seminars to the last minute.

3. Do your homework.  Students who know their topic inside and out usually show that expertise in their seminars.  Those who did the bare minimum usually also show that.  

4. Be prepared for any and all questions.  One never knows what their fellow students (or I) will ask.

5. If at ANY point during the research and preparation process you are confused as to what you are talking about - SEE ME!  DO NOT walk into your seminar with only a vague notion of your topic. REMEMBER – As your teacher, I want to see you succeed and will help anyway that I can.  
6. KNOW YOUR INFORMATION!  You may have note cards or a note sheet but you should not have to read verbatim from them, a power point, or a chart.  
All seminars must include the following:

1. 1 page TYPED outline presented to me before your presentation begins

2. Must use at least  3 of the following aids:  
a. Handouts

b. Charts

c. Video – 5 to 7minutes max (if you want to show more, I want an explanation)  

d. power point – it’s a visual for your audience, not a crutch for you.  

e. pictures – make a scrapbook

f. posters – make sure they are big enough to see, actually go over them

g. quizzes/worksheets – actually go over these to 
h. anything else that might be of interest to you – ask if you’re unsure
3. Any visual aid must be big enough to see from the back of the room.  
4. Power points MUST be emailed or dropped in my completed work folder prior to your presentation. This needs to be done by no later than the prior evening. 
5. You must initiate the class in a creative way.  This is the “hook.”

a. Anecdotal introduction - “Imagine that …”
b. Create a story

c. Show a video clip

d. Challenge your audience in some creative way
6. Time restraints:  Be prepared for 20-25 minutes (12-15 if alone).  Timing will be considered in your evaluation.
7. You will be evaluated by your classmates and your teacher.  Criteria will be discussed later in class.

8. Be innovative, be creative.  Do something different.  Give me a reason to use yours as an example for future classes. 
9. Dress for success.  Leave the jeans and t-shirts at home for a day.  
You’re giving a presentation in a professional manner, and dress is a part of that.  Yes, it will be counted.
** Continue to next page **

10.  Be prepared.  Don’t arrive in class wondering if your power point (or whatever) will work.  Email it to me before hand.  Arrange with me to have copies made of any handouts. Give me a few days for this one or feel free to make your own.  Make any other arrangements that are necessary.  Come to the classroom the day (or morning) before your seminar and do a quick “walkthrough” with any technical equipment (laptops, PC, projector, etc) you may need.

** The rest of the class WILL take notes on each seminar.  Information WILL show up on the final. Be Aware, Pay Attention, and Enjoy.  You just might learn something!**

Suggested Seminar Topics (no particular order and by no means complete):
Richard Bruno Hauptman 



Leopold and Loeb 

David Berkowitz  “Son of Sam”


John List (NJ)

Albert De Salvo    “Boston Strangler”

Robert Marshall (NJ)

Dennis Rader – BTK




Jayson Williams (NJ)

Ted Bundy 





Michael Skakel 
Charles Manson & Manson Family 

OJ Simpson 
Jeffrey Dahmer




Susan Smith 

Albert Fish





Michael Jackson
Ed Gein 





Scott Peterson 
John Wayne Gacy 




Brenda Wiley (went to Central)
Gary Ridgeway – Green River Killer 

Menendez Brothers 
Timothy McVeigh / Terry Nichols 


Rubin “Hurricane” Carter 

Richard Ramirez 




Mumia Abu Jamal (RATM fans)

Columbine/ Va Tech shootings  


Mark David Chapman (John Lennon)
John Hinckley Jr. (President Reagan)

Michael Vick 
Jack the Ripper




Stanley “Tookie” Williams 

Zodiac Killer 





Richard  Kuklinski (NJ) “Iceman”

Aileen Wuornos 




Natalie Halloway 

Jesse Timmendequas (NJ)- short time VHS 
Casey Anthony 
* This list is one that I came up with in a matter of minutes and by no means is complete.  If you have something “different” in mind, just have it approved by me; knew topics are always welcome. *

** You know who can be great resources as well  - YOUR PARENTS! **
*** Try checking out www.crimelibrary.com ***
CRIME & JUSTICE

SEMINAR EVALUATION SHEET
Name of Student(s):

Date:

Topic:

One Page Outline (10)


Presented to teacher on day of seminar


Typed, organized, provides guide to presentation

Organization & Preparation (20)


Sent power point in advance/worksheets for copies sent in advance

Demonstration of effective planning and practice


Timing

Knowledge of Subject Matter (20)


Extent of research – multiple sources, etc.


Thoroughness of knowledge


Definition and awareness of names, places, technical terms, etc

Presentation Style (20)


Work divided equally (if applicable)


Level of class interest


Energy and enthusiasm


Use of note cards (NO READING)

Teaching Aids (20)


Variety (at least 3)


Quality of Aids


Editing and quality of videoclips, power point, etc

Class Involvement (10)


Interest, preparation, innovation (creativity)


Dressed for Success (no jeans, t shirts, etc)

GRADE & COMMENTS:
Group Grade (above totaled x2)  =       



  / 200

Individual Grade 






/ 100

Class Grade (average of remaining students) 


/ 100

