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Is There a Need?

31 |eading cause of death in adolescence
2"d |eading cause of death in college students
50 - 200 attempts for every completion

Almost 7% of high school students report
making a suicide attempt

Over 14% of high school students report
suicidal thoughts




In Simpler Numbers...

EVERY Year approximately 10 suicides for
every 100,000 youth

EVERY Day there are approximately 11 youth
suicides

EVERY 2 hours and 11 minutes, a person
under the age of 25 dies by suicide




The Rationale for School Prevention Programs

OSchool systems are n
meeting every need of their students
but when the need directly affects
learning, the school must meet the
chall enge. O

Carnegie Task Force on Education,
1985




Context for Prevention: A “Competent
School Community”

Over- arching goal of the school is the
prevention of self - destructive behavior

All members are concerned about each
ot her 0s wel f ar e

Everyone knows where to get help for
themselves and each other and are
consistently inclined to do so




The LIFELINES Program
LIFELINES Goal:

To develop the school - based expertise and
supports within the context of a competent
school community for responding to the
problem of adolescent suicidal behavior




LIFELINES Objectives

1. To increase the probability that persons
who come into contact with potentially
suicidal adolescents can:

A. more readily identify them

B. know how to respond to them

C. know how to rapidly obtain help for them

D. be consistently inclined to take such action

2. Troubled youth are aware of and have
access to helping resources and are inclined
to seek help as an alternative to suicide




Models competent school

community with specific, detailed
components
Administrative consultation

Faculty/staff presentation
Parent workshop

Student curriculum




