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Mr. Hannay

The Course:

AP psychology is a college level course designed to prepare the student to receive a successful score on the AP psychology exam given in May. In addition to learning concepts of psychology, students will learn critical thinking skills, reading and writing skills, and basic skills of research. The book we currently use is Psychology: Themes and Variations 6th edition by Wayne Weiten.
Course Content and Length of Study:

1. History of psychology ………………………………4 days

2. Research methods and statistics……………………..8 days including a test

3. The brain and biological basis of behavior …………12 days w/test

4. Social psychology…………………………………...10 days w/test

5. Sensation and perception …………………………....9 w/test 

6. States of consciousness……………………………….5 days w/test

7. Learning ……………………………………………...10 days w/test

8. Memory……………………………………………….9 days w/ test

9. Cognition and Language………………………………9 days w/test

10. Testing and individual differences…………………..9 days w/test

11. Motivation and emotion……………………………..10 days w/test

12. Development over the lifespan………………………10 days w/test

13. Stress………………………………………………….5 days w/test

14. Personality  theory ………………………………….10 days w/test

15. Abnormal behaviors …………………………………10 days w/test
16. Treatment of mental disorders………………………..5 days w/test

17. Review………………………………………………..10 days

The length of study is proportional to the percentage of questions about each area contained in the AP psychology exam. More on course content can be found at www.collegeboard.com/ap.
Expectations:

As this is a college level course, students will be expected complete all assignments and independent readings on time. Behavior should be at a college level. Students will be prepared for class each day, show respect for all class members, and act honestly. An AP course demands extra time and effort beyond usual high school demands. It is important to attend all classes if at all possible.
Grades:

Grades will be determined by the performance on tests, quizzes, homework, and class activities. Grades will be calculated by dividing the student’s number of points by the total possible number of points throughout the marking period. Letter grades will be assigned as follows:

93-100  A           80-82     B-     67-69      D+
90-92    A-          77-79    C+     65-66      D   
87-89    B+          73-76    C     below 65  F
83-86    B            70-72    C-
Depending on the number of activities and homework assignments in a marking period, tests and quizzes are worth approximately 75 %, homework 15 %, and class activities 10%. There will be a cumulative final exam.
It is the student’s responsibility to make up assignments that were missed due to an excused absence. Assignments or tests labeled abs will count as a zero in the grade calculation until they are made up. The teacher has the right to refuse to accept assignments that haven’t been completed within the five allotted days. Work handed in late for reasons other than absences will receive no credit.
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