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INTRODUCTION.

he two very rare works reprinted in the presentund, written by two of the
¥most celebrated of the early American divines, teel®@ one of the most
extraordinary cases of popular delusion that modienes have witnessed. It

%4/was a delusion, moreover, to which men of learming piety lent themselves,

and thus became the means of increasing it. Theesokthis affair was the

puritanical colony of New England, since betterwncs Massachusetts, the colonists of
which appear to have carried with them, in an egeajgd form, the superstitious feelings
with regard to witchcraft which then prevailed metmother country. In the spring of
1692 an alarm of witchcraft was raised in the fgroil the minister of Salem, and some
black servants were charged with the supposed crdmee started, the alarm spread
rapidly, and in a very short time a great numbepexdple fell under suspicion, and many
were thrown into prison on very frivolous groundsipported, as such charges usually
were, by very unworthy witnesses. The new goveafdhe colony, Sir William Phipps,
arrived from England in the middle of May, and leeras to have been carried away by
the excitement, and authorized judicial prosecustiolhe trials began at the
commencement of June; and the first victim, a womamed Bridget Bishop, was
hanged. Governor Phipps, embarrassed by this edinaoy state of things, called in the
assistance of the clergy of Boston.

There was at this time in Boston a distinguishadiffaof puritanical ministers of the
name of Mather. Richard Mather, an English non-gonist divine, had emigrated to
America in 1636, and settled at Dorchester, whier&639, he had a son born, who was
named, in accordance with the peculiar nomencladlirne puritans, Increase Mather.
This son distinguished himself much by his acqueeta as a scholar and a theologian,
became established as a minister in Boston, at@86 was elected president of Harvard
College. His son, born at Boston in 1663, and daftem the name of his mother's
family, Cotton Mather, became more remarkable themnfather for his scholarship,
gained also a distinguished position in Harvardl€g@, and was also, at the time of
which we are speaking, a minister of the gosp&aston. Cotton Mather had adopted all
the most extreme notions of the puritanical parithwegard to witchcraft, and he had
recently had an opportunity of displaying them.tlhe® summer of the year 1688, the
children of a mason of Boston named John Goodwirewaddenly seized with fits and
strange afflictions, which were at once ascribeditchcraft, and an Irish washerwoman
named Glover, employed by the family, was suspesctduing the witch. Cotton Mather
was called in to witness the sufferings of Goodsvatiildren; and he took home with him
one of them, a little girl, who had first displaydggse symptoms, in order to examine her
with more care. The result was, that the Irish womwas brought to a trial, found guilty,
and hanged; and Cotton Mather published next yeacaount of the case, under the title
of "Late Memorable Providences, relating to Wit@itand Possession," which displays
a very extraordinary amount of credulity, and amadly great want of anything like
sound judgment. This work, no doubt, spread tharalaf witchcraft through the whole
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colony, and had some influence on the events whultbwed. It may be supposed that
the panic which had now arisen in Salem was notljiko be appeased by the
interference of Cotton Mather and his father.

The execution of the washerwoman, Bridget Bishopd hgreatly increased the
excitement; and people in a more respectable pasitegan to be accused. On the 19th
of July five more persons were executed, and fioeenexperienced the same fate on the
19th of August. Among the latter was Mr. GeorgerBoghs, a minister of the gospel,
whose principal crime appears to have been a dfbi@l witchcraft itself. His fate
excited considerable sympathy, which, however, alaecked by Cotton Mather, who
was present at the place of execution on horselzauk,addressed the crowd, assuring
them that Borroughs was an impostor. Many peop®dver, had now become alarmed
at the proceedings of the prosecutors, and amargetbxecuted with Borroughs was a
man named John Willard, who had been employedresiathe persons charged by the
accusers, and who had been accused himself, bedamseconscientious motives, he
refused to arrest any more. He attempted to sawedti by flight; but he was pursued
and overtaken. Eight more of the unfortunate vistwhthis delusion were hanged on the
22nd of September, making in all nineteen who g tsuffered, besides one who, in
accordance with the old criminal law practice, hedn pressed to death for refusing to
plead. The excitement had indeed risen to suchteh ghat two dogs accused of
witchcraft were put to death.

A certain degree of reaction, however, appeareoettaking place, and the magistrates
who had conducted the proceedings began to be edaramd to have some doubts of the
wisdom of their proceedings. Cotton Mather wasechlipon by the governor to employ
his pen in justifying what had been done; and #sult was, the book which stands first
in the present volume, "The Wonders of the InvesiWorld;" in which the author gives
an account of seven of the trials at Salem, consptre doings of the witches in New
England with those in other parts of the world, autlls an elaborate dissertation on
witchcraft in general. This book was published ast®n, Massachusetts, in the month of
October, 1692. Other circumstances, however, darigd to throw discredit on the
proceedings of the court, though the witch manis a& the same time spreading
throughout the whole colony. In this same monthQaftober, the wife of Mr. Hale,
minister of Beverley, was accused, although nogrecs sense and respectability had the
slightest doubt of her innocence; and her husbautdeen a zealous promoter of the
prosecutions. This accusation brought a new lighthe mind of Mr. Hale, who became
convinced of the injustice in which he had been enad accomplice; but the other
ministers who took the lead in the proceedings viess willing to believe in their own
error; and equally convinced of the innocencevivg. Hale, they raised a question of
conscience, whether the devil could not assumestise of an innocent and pious
person, as well as of a wicked person, for the @eepof afflicting his victims. The
assistance of Increase Mather, the president ocipal of Harvard College, was now
called in, and he published the book which is atgurinted in the present volume: "A
Further Account of the Tryals of the New Englanddies.... To which is added Cases of
Conscience concerning Witchcrafts and Evil Sppgssonating Men." It will be seen that
the greater part of the "Cases of Conscience"viergto the discussion of the question
just alluded to, which Increase Mather unhesitd§irdecides in the affirmative. The
scene of agitation was now removed from Salem tdo&er, where a great number of
persons were accused of witchcraft and thrown pmtson, until a justice of the peace
named Bradstreet, to whom the accusers appliedidarants, refused to grant any more.
Hereupon they cried out upon Bradstreet, and detltvat he had killed nine persons by
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means of witchcraft; and he was so much alarmed libafled from the place. The
accusers aimed at people in higher positions ireggaintil at last they had the audacity
to cry out upon the lady of governor Phipps himsatid thus lost whatever countenance
he had given to their proceedings out of respedh#éotwo Mathers. Other people of
character, when they were attacked by the accudedk energetic measures in
self-defence. A gentleman of Boston, when "criedl wpon," obtained a writ of arrest
against his accusers on a charge of defamation,laddthe damages at a thousand
pounds. The accusers themselves now took friglat,na&ny who had made confessions
retracted them, while the accusations themselvitsini® discredit. When governor
Phipps was recalled in April, 1693, and left forgkamd, the witchcraft agitation had
nearly subsided, and people in general had becoménced of their error and lamented
it.

But Cotton Mather and his father persisted obstigah the opinions they had published,
and looked upon the reactionary feeling as a triumpSatan and his kingdom. In the
course of the year they had an opportunity of exéisg their belief in the doings of the
witches of Salem. A girl of Boston, named Margd&ete, was seized with convulsions,
in the course of which she pretended to see thapésdY or spectres of people exactly as
they were alleged to have been seen by the witchsacs at Salem and Andover. This
occurred on the 10th of September, 1693; and slweinmediately visited by Cotton
Mather, who examined her, and declared his comvictif the truth of her statements.
Had it depended only upon him, a new and no dogibaléy bitter persecution of witches
would have been raised in Boston; but an influénn@rchant of that town, named
Robert Calef, took the matter up in a differentrigpand also examined Margaret Rule,
and satisfied himself that the whole was a delusioirmposture. Calef wrote a rational
account of the events of these two years, 1692 1&%98, exposing the delusion, and
controverting the opinions of the two Mathers oe #ubject of witchcraft, which was
published under the title of "More Wonders of theisible World; or the Wonders of the
Invisible world displayed in five parts. An Accouat the Sufferings of Margaret Rule
collected by Robert Calef, merchant of Boston invNengland.” The partisans of the
Mathers displayed their hostility to this book bybficly burning it; and the Mathers
themselves kept up the feeling so strongly thatsyaéterwards, when Samuel Mather,
the son of Cotton, wrote his father's life, he ssyseringly of Calef: "There was a certain
disbeliever in Witchcraft who wrote against thisok® (his father's 'Wonders of the
Invisible World"), "but as the man is dead, his lbdged long before him." Calef died in
1720.

The witchcraft delusion had, however, been suffitie dispelled to prevent the
recurrence of any other such persecutions; ana twbe still insisted on their truth were
restrained to the comparatively harmless publicatind defence of their opinions. The
people of Salem were humbled and repentant. Thegrtésl their minister, Mr. Paris,
with whom the persecution had begun, and were atidfed until they had driven him
away from the place. Their remorse continued thinosgveral years, and most of the
people concerned in the judicial proceedings pnoed their regret. The jurors signed a
paper expressing their repentance, and pleadinnghtg had laboured under a delusion.
What ought to have been considered still more cmmn®, many of those who had
confessed themselves witches, and had been ingitahie accusing others, retracted all
they had said, and confessed that they had actéer uhe influence of terror. Yet the
vanity of superior intelligence and knowledge wasygeat in the two Mathers that they
resisted all conviction. In hidMagnalia, an ecclesiastical history of New England,
published in 1700, Cotton Mather repeats his oalgwiew of the doings of Satan in
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Salem, showing no regret for the part he had takénis affair, and making no retraction
of any of his opinions. Still later, in 1723, heeats them again in the same strain in the
chapter of the "Remarkables" of his father entitlf€tbubles from the Invisible World."
His father, Increase Mather, had died in that sge@® at an advanced age, being in his
eighty-fifth year. Cotton Mather died on the 13flebruary, 1728.

Whatever we may think of the credulity of these ®eclesiastics, there can be no ground
for charging them with acting otherwise than coastiously, and they had claims on the
gratitude of their countrymen sufficient to ovedoade their error of judgment on this

occasion. Their books relating to the terrible Wwiti@ft delusion at Salem have now
become very rare in the original editions, andrtivderest, as remarkable monuments of
the history of superstition, make them well worttiya reprint.
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THE AUTHOR'S DEFENCE.

a==mis, as | remember, the Learn&tribonius who reports, That one of his
;\j?- Acquaintance, devoutly making his Prayers on thelief a Person molested
25 by Evil Spirits received from thos&vil Spirits an horrible Blow over the
Face: And | may my self expect not few or smallfBtifigs from Evil Spirits,
for the Endeavours wherewith | am now going to emter them. | am far
from insensible, that at this extraordinary Timehs#Devils coming down in great Wrath
upon us there are too many Tongues and Hearts thesebyn fire of Hell that the
various Opinions about the Witchcrafts which ofefatime have troubled us, are
maintained by some with so much cloudy Fury, athédy could never be sufficiently
stated, unless written in the Liquor wherewith Weés use to write their Covenants; and
that he who becomes an Author at such a time, lead befenced with Iron, and the
Staff of a Spear The unaccountable Frowardness, Asperity, Untbéaxtess, and
Inconsistency of many Persons, every Day givesidlei Exposition of that passagen
evil spirit from the Lord came upon Saalnd lllustration of that StoryThere met him
two possessed with Devils, exceeding fierce, sonthanan might pass by that wako
send abroad a Book, among such Readers, were aivadyised thing, if a Man had not
such Reasons to give, as | can bring, for suchradeltaking. Briefly, | hope it cannot be
said, They are all soNo, | hope the Body of this People, are yet inhsaclemper, as to
be capable of applying their Thoughts, to mak®ight Useof the stupendous and
prodigious Things that are happening among us: Bechuse | was concern'd, when |
saw that no abler Hand emitted any Essays to entp@g®inds of this People, in such
holy, pious, fruitful Improvements, as God wouldveato be made of his amazing
Dispensations now upon usHBREFOREIt is, that One of the Least among the Children
of New-Englang has here done, what is done. None,thatFather, who sees in segret
knows the Heart-breaking Exercises, wherewith Eheamposed what is now going to be
exposed, lest | should in any one thing miss ohgany designed Service for his Glory,
and for his People; but I am now somewhat comfiytassured of his favourable
acceptance; andwill not fear; what can a Satan do unto me!

3 (&)

Having performed something of what God requiredalmouring to suit his Words unto

his Works, at this Day among us, and therewithaldled a Theme that has been
sometimes counted not unworthy the Pen, even ahg, Kt will easily be perceived, that

some subordinate Ends have been considered in Emelavours.

| have indeed set myself to countermine the whel®T of the Devil, against
New-Englandin every Branch of it, as far as one of darknesscan comprehend such a
Work of Darknessl may add, that | have herein also aimed at tiferination and
Satisfaction of Good Men in another Country, a damd Leagues off, where | have, it
may be, more, or however, more considerable Friethds in my own: And | do what |
can to have that Country, now, as well as alwayshe best Terms with my own. But
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while | am doing these things, | have been drivdiitle to do something likewise for
myself; | mean, by taking off the false Reports] &ard Censures about my Opinion in
these Matters, thParter's Portionswhich mypursuit of Peacéas procured me among
the Keen My hithertounvaried Thoughtare here published; and | believe, they will be
owned by most of the Ministers of God in these @@s; nor can amends be well made
me, for the wrong done me, by other sort®epresentations

In fine: For the Dogmatical part of my Discourseydnt no Defence; for the Historical
part of it, | have a Very Great One; the Lieuter@owernour ofNew-Englandhaving
perused it, has done me the Honour of giving méial& under the Umbrage whereof |
now dare to walk abroad.
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REVEREND AND DEAR SR,

ou very much gratify'd me, as well as put a kinddeet upon me, when you
¥ put into my hands, your elaborate and most seaderaiscourse, entituled,
—£’-¢1 ‘::1 The Wonders of the Invisible Worldnd having now perused so fruitful and
“'-E'“ Q happy a Composure, upon such a Subject, at thistdue of Time; and

considering the place that | hold in the Court @fer and Terminer still
labouring and proceeding in the Trial of the Persoaccused and convicted for
Witchcraft, | find that | am more nearly and highdgncerned than as a meer ordinary
Reader, to express my Obligation and Thankfulregsu for so great Pains; and cannot
but hold myself many ways bound, even to the utofostat is proper for me, in my
present publick Capacity, to declare msyngular Approbationthereof. Such is your
Design, most plainly expressed throughout the wheleh your Zeal for God, your
Enmity to Satan and his Kingdom, your Faithfuln@ss&l Compassion to this poor
People; such the Vigour, but yet great Temper oi \&pirit; such your Instruction and
Counsel, youCare of Truthyour Wisdom and Dexterity in allaying and moderaithat
among us, which needs it; such your clear discegrmhDivine Providences and Periods,
now running on apace towards their Glorious Issuethe World; and finally, such your
good News ofhe Shortness of the Devil's Tiihat all Good Men must needs desire,
the making of this your Discourse publick to therM/aand will greatly rejoyce, that the
Spirit of the Lordhas thus enabled you lift up a Standardgainst the Infernal Enemy,
that hath beeroming in like a Flood upon us$ do therefore make it my particular and
earnest Request unto you, that as soon as mayobewiyl commit the same unto the
Pressaccordingly. I am,

Your assured Friend,

WILLIAM STOUGHTON.

fe live by Neighboursthat force me to produce these undeserved Lingsn@w,
¥ as when Mr.Wilson beholding a great Muster of Souldiers, had it by a
Gentleman then present, said unto Hgim, I'll tell you a great Thing: Here is
t4 a mighty Body of People; and there is S@venof them all, but what loves
Mr. Wilson. That gracious Man presently and pleasantly rep§id I'll tell
you as good a thing as that; here is a mighty Baoidiyeople, and there is not so much as
Oneamong them all, but MiWilson loves himSomewhat so: 'Tis possible, that among
this Body of People, there may be few that love \feter of this Book; but give me
leave to boast so far, there is not one amond&liBody of People, whom thidather
would not study to serve, as well as to love. Witich aSpirit of Love is the Book now
before us written: | appeal to dHis World and ifthis World will deny me the Right of
acknowledging so much, | appeal to titker, that it isnot written with an Evil Spiritfor
which cause | shall not wonder, Evil Spirits be exasperated by what is written, as the
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Sadducegloubtless were with what was discoursed in thesDafyour Saviour. | only
demand thdustice that otherseadit, with the same Spirit wherewithalrit it.
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ENCHANTMENTS ENCOUNTERED.

SECTION 1.

t was as long ago as the Year 1637, that a FaiMinister of the Church of
England whose Name was MEdward Symongdid in a Sermon afterwards
‘i:’i bt o Printed, thus express himself; ‘Atew-Englandnow the Sun of Comfort
.'ﬂ’ﬂ ":3'54 begins to appear, and the glorious Day-Star to sheelf;—Sed Venient Annis
Seeculee Serighere will come Times in after Ages, when tG®uds will
over-shadow and darken the Sky thdwany now promise to themselves nothing but
successive Happiness there, which for a time thrdeigd's Mercy they may enjoy; and |
pray God, they may a long time; but in this Wothére is no Happiness perpetual.” An
Observation or | had almost said, dnspiration, very dismally now verify'd upon us! It
has been affirm'd by some who best knBww-England That the World will do
New-Englanda great piece of Injustice, if it acknowledge @momeasure of Religion,
Loyalty, Honesty, and Industry, in the People théeyond what is to be found with any
other People for the Number of them. When | didwa years ago, publish a Book, which
mentioned a few memorable Witchcrafts, committethia country; the excellefaxter,
graced the Second Edition of that Book, with a kilv@face, wherein he sees cause to
say,If any are Scandalized, thatew-Englandg a place of as serious Piety, as any | can
hear of, under Heaven, should be troubled so muthWitches; I think, 'tis no wonder:
Where will the Devil show most Malice, but whereisdated, and hateth mosind |
hope, the Country will still deserve and answer@harity so expressed by that Reverend
Man of God. Whosoever travels over this Wildernegf, see it richly bespangled with
Evangelical Churches, whose Pastors are holy, abid, painful Overseers of their
Flocks, lively Preachers, and vertuous Livers; andh as in their several Neighbourly
Associations, have had their Meetings whereat E@décal Matters of common
Concernment are considere@hurches whose Communicants have been seriously
examined about their Experiences of Regenerateowell as about their Knowledge, and
Belief, and blameless Conversation, before themission to the Sacred Communion;
although others of less but hopeful AttainmentE€hristianity are not ordinarily deny'd
Baptism for themselves and theirs; Churches, whighshye of using any thing in the
Worship of God, for which they cannot see a War@nGod; but with whom yet the
Names of Congregationgl Presbyterian Episcopalian or Antipsedobaptist are
swallowed up in that o€hristiany Persons of all those Perswasions being takenoumto
Fellowship, when visible Goodliness has recommerttiedh: Churches, which usually
do within themselves manage their own Disciplingjer the Conduct of their Elders; but
yet call in the help oSynodsupon Emergencies, or Aggrievanc&hurches Lastly,
wherein Multitudes are growing ripe for Heaven gwéay; and as fast as these are taken
off, others are daily rising up. And by the Pregenad Power of the Divine Institutions
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thus maintained in th€ountry, We are still so happy, that | supposeethemo Land in
the Universe more free from the debauching, andléiasing Vices of Ungodliness. The
Body of the People are hitherto so disposed, $wetaring Sabbath-breakingwhoring
Drunkennessand the like, do not make a Gentleman, but a Monser a Goblin, in the
vulgar Estimation. All this notwithstanding, we misimbly confess to our God, that we
are miserably degenerated from the first Love offredecessors; however we boast our
selves a little, when Men would go to trample upsn and we venture to salherein
soever any is bold (we speak foolishly) we are katb. The first Planters of these
Colonies were a chosen Generation of Men, who WWesteso pure, as to disrelish many
things which they thought wanted Reformation elssv@hand yet withal so peaceable,
that they embraced a voluntary Exile in a squdlatyid, AmericanDesart, rather than to
live in Contentions with their Brethren. Those gdddn imagined that they should leave
their Posterity in a place, where they should nesee the Inroads of Profanity, or
Superstition: And a famous Person returning hemceld in a Sermon before the
Parliament, profess,have now been seven Years in a Country, wheevémSaw one
Man drunk, or heard one Oath sworn, or beheld orgdar in the Streets all the while.
Such great Persons Bsideeusand others, who mistook Sihomas Moor'sJToPIA, for

a Country really existent, and stirr'd up some D@ charitably to undertake a Voyage
thither, might now have certainly found a Trutttheir Mistake;New-Englandvas a true
Utopia. But, alas, the Children and Servants of those Rizhters must needs afford
many, degenerate Plants, and there is now risea iumber of People, otherwise
inclined than oudoshua'sand the Elders that out-liv’d them. Those twadbkiour holy
Progenitors, and our happy Advantages make OmissidrDuty, and such Spiritual
Disorders as the whole World abroad is overwhelmgd, to be as provoking in us, as
the most flagitious Wickednesses committed in offi@ces; and the Ministers of God are
accordingly severe in their Testimonies: But inrshihose Interests of the Gospel, which
were the Errand of our Fathers into these Endshef Earth, have been too much
neglected and postponed, and the Attainments dadsome Education, have been too
much undervalued, by Multitudes that have not fall@o Exorbitances of Wickedness;
and some, especially of our young Ones, when tleese lgot abroad from under the
Restraints here laid upon them, have become exjsaNty and abominably Vicious.
Hence 'tis, that the HappinessMéw-Englanchas been but for a time, as it was foretold,
and not for a long time, as has been desir'd forAu¥ariety of Calamity has long
follow'd this Plantation; and we have all the Remsmaginable to ascribe it unto the
Rebuke of Heaven upon us for our maniféidostasieswe make no right use of our
Disasters: If we do noRemember whence we are fallen, and repent, andeldirst
Works.But yet our Afflictions may come under a furthesrSideration with us: There is
a further Cause of our Afflictions, whose due masgiven him.

§ 1l

The New-Englandersare a People of God settled in those, which were dheDevil's
Territories; and it may easily be supposed thatxbel was exceedingly disturbed, when
he perceived such a People here accomplishingrtmige of old made unto our Blessed
Jesus;That He should have the Utmost parts of the Eathhfs Possessionhere was
not a greater Uproar among tE@hesians when the Gospel was first brought among
them, than there was amonfige Powers of the Afafter whom thos&phesiansavalked)
when first theSilver Trumpet®f the Gospel here made theyful SoundThe Devil thus
Irritated, immediately try'd all sorts of Methods dverturn this poor Plantation: and so
much of the Church, as w&ded into this Wildernessmmediately foundThe Serpent
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cast out of his Mouth a Flood for the carrying baway.l believe, that never were more
Satanical Devicesised for the Unsetling of any People under the, $utan what have
been Employ'd for the Extirpation of th@ne which God has herBlanted Casting out
the Heathen, and preparing a Room before it, andstey it to take deep Root, and fill
the Land, so that it sent its Boughs untoAllantic SeaEastward and its Branches unto
the ConnecticutRiver Westward and the Hills were covered with the shadow thereo
But, All those Attempts of Hell, have hitherto be&inortive, many arEbenezehas been
Erected unto the Praise of God, by his Poor Pdogle; andHaving obtained Help from
God, we continue to this DayWherefore the Devil is now making one Attempt more
upon us; an Attempt more Difficult, more Surprizingore snarl'd with unintelligible
Circumstances than any that we have hitherto Ertoedinan Attempt s&ritical, that if
we get well through, we shall soon Enjbjalcyon Days with all theVultures of Hell
Trodden under our FeeHe has wanted higcarnate Legiondo Persecute us, as the
People of God have in the other Hemisphere beesePatied: he has therefore drawn
forth his moreSpiritual ones to make an Attacque upon us. We have beeaseadiy
some Credible Christians yet alive, that a Malefgcaccused oWitchcraft as well as
Murder, and Executed in this place more than Forty Yegrs did then give Notice of,
An Horrible PLoT against the Country byWITCHCRAFT, and a Foundation of
WITCHCRAFT then laid, which if it were not seasonally disaeek would probably Blow
up, and pull down all the Churches in the Counknd we have now with Horror seen
the Discoveryof such awitchcraft An Army of Devils is horribly broke in upon the
place which is th€enter and after a sort, tHéirst-born of our English Settlements: and
the Houses of the Good People there are fill'd wWithdoleful Shrieks of their Children
and Servants, Tormented by Invisible Hands, withidres altogether preternatural. After
the Mischiefs there Endeavoured, and since in@aniquered, the terrible Plague,Eifil
Angels hath made its Progress into some other placestendther Persons have been in
like manner Diabolically handled. These our poofliéted Neighbours, quickly after
they becoménfectedandinfestedwith theseDaemonsarrive to a Capacity of Discerning
those which they conceive ti8hapesof their Troublers; and notwithstanding the Great
and Just Suspicion, that tiemonsmight Impose the&Shapesof Innocent Persons in
their Spectral Exhibitionsipon the Sufferers, (which may perhaps prove nallgmart of
the Witch-Plotin the issue) yet many of the Persons thus Reptedebeing Examined,
several of them have been Convicted of a very Déhenditchcraft yea, more than One
TwentyhaveConfessegthat they have Signed unt@aok which the Devil show'd them,
and Engaged in his Hellish DesignBéwitching andRuiningour Land.Weknow not, at
least | know not, how far theDelusions of Satan may be Interwoven into some
Circumstances of th€onfessionsbut one would think, all the Rules of Understaugdi
Humane Affairs are at an end, if after so many nMmdtintary Harmoniou€onfessions
made by Intelligent Persons of all Ages, in suntloyns, at several Times, we must not
Believe themain strokesvherein thos€onfessionsll agree: especially when we have a
thousand preternatural Things every day before ey@s, wherein th&€onfessorsdo
acknowledge their Concernment, and give Demonetraif their being so Concerned. If
the Devils now can strike the minds of men with &oysonsof so fine a Composition
and Operation, that Scores of Innocent People shatke, in Confessionsf a Crime,
which we see actually committed, it is a thing pgozls, beyond the Wonders of the
former Ages, and it threatens no less than a $atissolution upon the World. Now,
by theseConfessiongis Agreed,Thatthe Devil has made a dreadful KnotWftchesin
the Country, and by the help @itcheshas dreadfully increased that Kndhat these
Witcheshave driven a Trade of Commissioning th@onfederate Spiritsto do all sorts
of Mischiefs to the Neighbours, whereupon there ehansued such Mischievous
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consequences upon the Bodies and Estates of tighiddeirhood, as could not otherwise
be accounted for: yedhat at prodigiouswWitch-Meetingsthe Wretches have proceeded
so far, as to Concert and Consult the Methods attiRg out the Christian Religion from
this Country, and setting up instead of it, perhapsore gros®iabolesm than ever the
World saw before. And yet it will be a thing litthort of Miracle, if in so spreada
Business as this, the Devil should not get in sarhédnis Juggles, to confound the
Discovery of all the rest.

g Ill.

Doubtless, the Thoughts of many will receive a gBzandal againddew-Englandfrom
the Number of Persons that have been Accused, gpeSted, forwWitchcraft in this
Country: But it were easie to offer many thinggttinay Answer and Abate the Scandal.
If the Holy God should any where permit the Dewl$ook two or three wicke8cholars
into Witchcraft and then by their Assistance to Range with tReisonous Insinuations
among Ignorant, Envious, Discontented Peopleth#ly have cunningly decoy'd them
into some suddeAct, whereby the Toyls of Hell shall be perhaps ineatsly cast over
them: what Country in the World would not affowditches numerous to a Prodigy?
Accordingly, The Kingdoms oBwedenDenmark Scotland yea andenglandit self, as
well as the Province oNew-England have had their Storms &Witchcrafts breaking
upon them, which have made most Lamentable Devassatwhich also | wish, may be
The Last And it is not uneasie to be imagined, That God hat brought out all the
Witchcraftsin many other Lands with such a speedy, dreadsiroyingJealousie as
burns forth upon suchdigh Treasons committed here inPA Land of Uprightness
Transgressors may more quickly here than elsewsreme a Prey to the Vengeance of
Him, Who has Eyes like a Flame of Firend,who walks in the midst of the Golden
Candlesticks Moreover, There are many parts of the World, whihey do upon this
Occasion insult over this People of God, need tmlye told the Story of what happen'd
at Loim, in the Dutchy ofGulic, where a Popish Curate having ineffectually trydny
Charms to Eject the Devil out of a Damsel therespssed, he passionately bid the Deuvil
come out of her into himself; but the Devil answiderem, Quid mihi Opus, est eum
tentare, quem Novissimo die, Jure Optimo, sum geasas?That is,What need | meddle
with one whom | am sure to have, and hold at th&-day as my own for ever!

But besides all this, give me leave to add, itosoé hoped, That among the Persons
represented by th8pectresvhich now afflict our Neighbours, there will beufod some
that never explicitly contracted with any of t&eil Angels The Witches have not only
intimated, but some of them acknowledged, That tieaye plotted the Representations of
Innocent Personsto cover and shelter themselves in their Witctisyanow, altho' our
good God has hitherto generally preserved us frlioenAbuse therein design'd by the
Devils for us, yet who of us can exactly stadew far our God may for our Chastisement
permit the Devil to proceed in such an Abusie®as the Result of a Discourse, lately
held at a Meeting of some very Pious and Learneaidtéirs among ug hat the Devils
may sometimes have a permission to Represent acdnhPerson, as Tormenting such
as are under Diabolical Molestations: But that subings are Rare and Extraordinary;
especially when such matters come before Civilcatdre. The Opinion expressed with
so much Caution and Judgment, seems to be theilprtg\ense of many others, who are
men Eminently Cautious and Judicious; and have Bathument and History to
Countenance them in it. It Rare and Extraordinaryfor an HonesNabothto have his
Life it self Sworn away by tw&hildren of Belia) and yet no Infringement hereby made
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on the Rectoral Righteousness of our Eternal SaeravhoseJudgments are a Great
Deep and whogives none Account of His mattefBhus, although the Appearance of
Innocent Persons iBpectral Exhibitionsfflicting the Neighbour-hood, be a thilare
and Extraordinary yet who can be sure, that the gr8&atial of Hell must needs be
always Yokedup from this piece of Mischief? The best man tbagr lived has been
called awitch and why may not this too usual and unhappy SympibA Witch, even a
Spectral Representation, befall a person that bleafione of the worst? Is it not possible?
The Laplanderswill tell us 'tis possible: for Persons to be uttingly attended with
officious Deemonsbequeathed unto them, and impos'd upon themglgtiBns that have
beenWitches Quaery also, Whether at a Time, when the Devil with W#ches are
engag'd in a War upon a people, some certain stiepars, in such a War, may not be
follow'd with our appearing so and so for a whileamg them in the Visions of our
afflicted Forlorns! And, Who can certainly say, what other DegreesMmthods of
sinning, besides that of&iabolical Compactmay give the Devils advantage to act in the
Shape of them that have miscarried? Besides whgthappen for a while, to try the
Patienceof the Vertuous. May not some that have been ragubn feeble grounds
uncharitably to Censure and Reproach other pebpl@unished for it bypectredor a
while exposing them to Censure and Reproach? Artdemmore, | pray, that it may be
considered, Whether a World of Magical Tricks oftesed in the World, may not
insensibly obligeDevils to wait upon the Superstitious Users of them. AtyWVriter
againstSadducismhas this Observation, That persons who never naayeexpress
Contract withApostate Spiritsyet may Act strange Things Byabolick Aids which they
procure by the use of those wickedrmsandArts, that the Devil first imparted unto his
Confederates. And he add§e know not but the Laws of the Dark Kingdom mggyin

a particular Attendance upon all those that praetibeir Mysteries, whether they know
them to be theirs or niGome of them that have been cry'd out upon asoyig Evil
Spirits to hurt our Land, have been known to be most bidamitune-Tellers and some
of them have confessed, That when they fddtunes they would pretend the Rules of
Chiromancyand the like Ignorant Sciences, but indeed thelyri@Rule (they said) but
this, The things were then Darted into their min@arted! Ye Wretches; By whom, |
pray? Surely by none but tiievils who, tho' perhaps they did not exadtlyreknowall
the thus Predicted Contingencies; yet having dimestold them, they stood bound in
Honour now to use their Interest, which alas,Tinis World is very great, for the
Accomplishment of their own Predictions. There atigers, that have used most wicked
Sorcerieso gratifie their unlawful Curiosities, or to pewt Inconveniencies in Man and
Beast; Sorceries which | will not Name lest | should by Namingleachthem. Now,
someDevil is evermore Invited into the Service of the Permat shall Practise these
Witchcrafts and if they have gone on Impenitently in thesen@mnions with anyeuvil,
the Devil may perhaps become at lagtamiliar to them, and so assume thiewvery, that
they cannot shake him off in any way, but that Guieich | would most heartily prescribe
unto them, Namely, That of a deep and |dgpentanceShould thesémpietieshave
been committed in such a place Mesw-England for my part | should not wonder, if
whenDevils are Exposing th&rosserWitches among us, God permit them to bring in
thesel esserones with the rest for their perpetual Humiliatitmthe Issue therefore, may
it not be found, thailew-Englands not so stock'd witRattle Snakesas was imagined.

§IV.

But | do not believe, that the progressWiitchcraftamong us, is all the Plot which the
Devil is managing in th&Vitchcraftnow upon us. It is judged, That the Devil raisid t
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Storm, whereof we read in the Eighth ChapteMaitthew on purpose to over-set the
little Vessel wherein the Disciples of Our Lord wdfmbarqued with Him. And it may be
fear'd, that in thédorrible Tempestvhich is now upon ourselves, the design of theiDev
is to sink that Happy Settlement of Government, netvith Almighty God has graciously
enclined Their Majesties to favour us. We are l@dssith a @VERNOUR than whom no
man can be more willing to serve Their Majesties,tlus their Province: He is
continually venturing hiAll to do it: and were not the Interests of his Pridearer to
him than his own, he could not but soon be weartheHelm whereat he sits. We are
under the Influence of alBUTENANT GOVERNOUR who not only by being admirably
accomplished both with Natural and Acquired Endowtseis fitted for the Service of
Their Majesties, but also with an unspotted Figiedipplies himself to that Service. Our
COUNCELLOURS are some of our most Eminent Persons, and as L®yhjects to the
Crown, as hearty lovers of their Country. Our Cansbn also is attended with singular
Priviledges; All which Things are by the Devil ercenglyEnvy'dunto us; And the Deuvil
will doubtless take this occasion for the raisirfiggach complaints and clamours, as may
be of pernicious consequence unto some part opasent Settlement, if he can so far
Impose But that which most of all Threatens us, in ouegent Circumstances, is the
Misunderstanding and so theAnimosity whereinto theWitchcraft now Raging, has
Enchanted us. The Embroiling, first, of ddpirits and then of ouAffairs, is evidently as
considerable a Branch of the Hellish Intrigue whitbw vexes us as any one Thing
whatsoever. The Devil has made us likéraubled Seaand theMire and Mud begins
now also to heave up apace. Even Good and WisesMiggr themselves to fall into their
Paroxysmsand the Shake which the Devil is now giving weclies up th®irt which
before lay still at the bottom of our sinful Hearllswe allow the Mad Dogs of Hell to
poyson us by biting us, we shall imagine that we sething but such things about us,
and like such things fly upon all that we see. Weret for what isiN us, for my part, |
should not fear a thousand Legions of Devils: lysour Quarrels that we spoil our
Prayers; and if our humble, zealous, and united/dPsaare once hindred: Alas, the
Philistinesof Hell have cut our Locks for us; they will thefind us, mock us, ruine us:
In truth, I cannot altogether blame it, if People a little transported, when they conceive
all the secular Interests of themselves and thamnikes at the Stake; and yet at the sight
of these Heartburnings, | cannot forbear the Exalion of the Sweet-spiriteflustin in
his Pacificatory Epistle tderom on the Contest withRuffin O misera & miseranda
Conditio! O Condition, truly miserable! But what shall bendoto cure these
Distractions? It is wonderfully necessary, that eonealing Attempts be made at this
time: And | must needs confess (if | may speak s@hi like aNazianzenl am so
desirous of a share in them, that if, being thrawerboard, were needful to allay the
Storm | should think Dying, a Trifle to be undergoner, §0 great a Blessedness.

§V.

| would most importunately in the first place, eatr every Man to maintain an holy
Jealousie over his Soul at this time, and thinkyyNhat the Devil make me, though

ignorantly and unwillingly, to be an Instrumentdufing something that he would have to
be done? For my part, | freely own my Suspiciost EBomething of Enchantment, have
reach'd more Persons and Spirits among us, thaarevevell aware of. But then, let us
more generally agree to maintain a kind Opinion oh@nother. That Charity without

which, even our giving our Bodies to be burned wiquiofit nothing, uses to proceed by
this Rule; It is kind, it is not easily provok'd thinks no Evil, it believes all things, hopes
all things. But if we disregard this Rule of Chgyritve shall indeed give our Body Politick
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to be burned. | have heard it affirmed, That in e great Flood upo@onnecticut
those Creatures which could not but have quarrellechother time, yet now being driven
together very agreeably stood by one another. sama we shall be worse th&nutesif

we fly upon one another at a time when the FloddBetial make us afraid. On the one
side; [Alas, my Pen, must thou write the wo8ide in the Business?] There are very
worthy Men, who having been calld by God, when awvitere this Witchcraft first
appeared upon the Stage to encounter it, are é¢igrdesirous to have it sifted unto the
bottom of it. And | pray, which of us all that shdudive under the continual Impressions
of the Tortures, Outcries, and Havocks which Dewitsmfessedly Commissioned by
Witches make among their distressed Neighbours,ldvaoot have a Biass that way
beyond other Men? Persons this way disposed haam len eminent for Wisdom and
Vertue, and Men acted by a noble Principle of Cmms®: Had not Conscience (of Duty
to God) prevailed above other Considerations vh#nt, they would not for all they are
worth in the World have medled in this Thorny besis. Have there been any disputed
Methods used in discovering the Works of Darkndssg?ay be none but what have had
great Presedents in other parts of the World; wiiety, though not altogether justifie,
yet much alleviate a Mistake in us if there shdudghpen to be found any such mistake in
so dark a Matter. They have done what they have,deith multiplied Addresses to God
for his Guidance, and have not been insensible mowh they have exposed themselves
in what they have done. Yea, they would gladly deatand receive an expedient, how
the shedding of Blood, might be spared, by the Rexgoof Witches, not gone beyond the
Reach of Pardon. And after all, they invite all ddden, in Terms to this purpose, '‘Being
amazed at the Number and Quality of those acculskadep we do not know but Satan by
his Wiles may have enwrapped some innocent Persomnbktherefore should earnestly
and humbly desire the most Critical Enquiry upoa phace, to find out the Falacy; that
there may be none of the Servants of the Lord, thighWorshippers dBaal.' | may also
add, That whereas, if once a Witch do ingeniouslyfess among us, no mogpectres
do in their Shapes after this, trouble the Vicinafyany guilty Creatures will accordingly
to so good purpose confess their Crime to any Menisf God, and get out of the Snare
of the Devil, as no Minister will discover such arGcientious Confession, so | believe
none in the Authority will press him to discover litut rejoyc'd in a Soul sav'd from
Death. On the other side [if | must again use tloedv®ide which yet | hope to live to
blot out] there are very worthy Men, who are ndittke dissatisfied at the Proceedings in
the Prosecution of this Witchcraft. And why? Notaese they would have any such
abominable thing, defended from the Strokes of htngdaJustice. No, those Reverend
Persons who gave in this Advice unto the Honourdbteincil; 'That Presumptions,
whereupon Persons may be Committed, and much nmmreicions, whereupon Persons
may be Condemned, as guilty of Witchcrafts, ougitainly to be more considerable,
than barely the Accused Persons being represegtadSpectreunto the Afflicted; Nor
are Alterations made in the Sufferers, by a LooKauch of the Accused, to be esteemed
an infallible Evidence of Guilt; but frequently ik to be abused by the Devils
Legerdemains': | say, those very Men of God mosscientiously Subjoined this Article
to that Advice,—'Nevertheless we cannot but hutmbbommend unto the Government,
the speedy and vigorous Prosecution of such as tendred themselves Obnoxious;
according to the best Directions given in the Lav&od, and the wholsome Statutes of
the English Nation for the Detection of Witchcraft." Only 'ts most commendable
Cautiousness, in those gracious Men, to be verg #st the Devil get so far into our
Faith, as that for the sake of many Truths whichfime he tells us, we come at length to
believe any Lyes, wherewith he may abuse us: wiperguwhat a Desolation of Names
would soon ensue, besides a thousand other parsicimnsequences? and lest there
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should be any such Principles taken up, as whempuPractice must unavoidably cause
the Righteous to perish with the Wickemt procure the Bloodshed of any Persons, like
the Gibeonites whom some learned Men suppose to be under aNaigen of Witches,

by Saulexterminated.

They would have all due steps taken for the Extmcbf Witches; but they would fain
have them to be sure ones; nor is it from any thimg the real and hearty goodness of
such Men, that they are loth to surmise ill of othten, till there be the fullest Evidence
for the surmises. As for the Honourable Judges thate been hitherto in the
Commission, they are above my Consideration: wbegef will only say thus much of
them, That such of them as | have the Honour ofradhal Acquaintance with, are Men
of an excellent Spirit; and as at first they wehbat the work for which they were
Commission'd, with a very great aversion, so thayehstill been under Heart-breaking
Sollicitudes, how they might therein best servehb@bd and Man? In fine, Have there
been faults on any side fallen into? Surely, thayehat worst been but the faults of a
well-meaning Ignorance. On every side then, whyikhoot we endeavour with amicable
Correspondencies, to help one another out of tlaeeSrwherein the Devil would involve
us? To wrangle the Devil out of the Country, wl tsuly a New Experiment: Alas! we
are not aware of the Devil, if we do not think,tth@ aims at inflaming us one against
another; and shall we suffer our selves to be Bdden? or by any unadvisableness
contribute unto the Widening of our Breaches?

To say no more, there is a published and credidiat®n; which affirms, That very
lately in a part oEngland where some of the Neighbourhood were quarrelirigaven
from the Top of a Tree very articulately and unacdably cry'd outRead the Third of
Colossians and the FifteentiWere | my self to chuse what sort of Bird | would
transformed into, | would say) that | had wings like a DovéNevertheless, | will for
once do the Office, which as it seems, Heaven t&ttRaven upon; even to belat
the Peace of God may Rule in our Hearts.

§ VL.

'Tis necessary that we unite in every thing: bereéhare especially two Things wherein
our Union must carry us along together. We areniteun our Endeavours to deliver our
distressed Neighbours, from the horrible Annoyanaed Molestations with which a
dreadful Witchcraft is now persecuting of them. Have an hand in any thing, that may
stifle or obstruct a Regular Detection of that Waaft, is what we may well with an
holy fear avoid. Their Majesties good Subjects maitevery day be torn to pieces by
horrid Witches, and those bloody Felons, be lefoNylunprosecuted. The Witchcraft is a
business that will not be sham'd, without plungiginto sore Plagues, and of long
continuance. But then we are to unite in such Maghior this deliverance, as may be
unquestionably safe, legte latter end be worse than the beginniAgd here, what shall

| say? | will venture to say thus much, That we safe, when we make just as much use
of all Advice from the invisible World, as God sen for. It is a safe Principle, That
when God Almighty permits any Spirits from the umseRegions, to visit us with
surprizing Informations, there is then somethingb® enquired after; we are then to
enquire of one another, What Cause there is fdr fungs? The peculiar Government of
God, over the unbodied Intelligences, is a sufficieoundation for this Principle. When
there has been a Murder committed, an Apparitiaiheflain Party accusing of any Man,
altho' such Apparitions have oftner spoke true tfase, is not enough to Convict the
Man as guilty of that Murder; but yet it is a saifint occasion for Magistrates to make a
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particular Enquiry, whether such a Man have affdrdey ground for such an Accusation.
Even so a Spectre exactly resembling such or sirdrson, when the Neighbourhood are
tormented by such Spectres, may reasonably makesivitgs inquisitive whether the
Person so represented have done or said any thanbgniay argue their confederacy with
Evil Spirits, altho' it may be defective enoughpmint of Conviction; especially at a time,
when 'tis possible, some over-powerful Conjurer maye got the skill of thus exhibiting
the Shapes of all sorts of Persons, on purposépotee Prosecution of the Wretches,
whom due Enquiries thus provoked, might have mdmh®xious unto Justice.

Queere Whether if God would have us to proceed any arrtihan bardenquiry, upon
what Reports there may come against any Man, fre\World ofSpirits, he will not by
his Providence at the same time have brought iotohands, these more evident and
sensible things, whereupon a man is to be estean@thminal. But | will venture to say
this further, that it will be safe to account themkes as well as the Lives of our
Neighbors; two considerable things to be brougtdenra Judicial Process, until it be
found by Humane Observations that the Peace of Mdrnk thereby disturbed. We are
Humane Creatures, and we are safe while we saynthist be Humane Witnesses, who
also have in the particular Act of Seeing, or Hegriwhich enables them to be
Witnesses, had no more than Humane Assistancasarth#o turn the Scale when Laws
are to be executed. And upon this Head | will fartadd: A wise and a just Magistrate,
may so far give way to a common Stream of Dissatigin, as to forbear acting up to the
heighth of his own Perswasion, about what may dggd convictive of a Crime, whose
Nature shall be so abstruse and obscure, as tomaish Disputation. Tho' he may not do
what he should leave undone, yet he may leave ndomething that else he could do,
when the Publick Safety makes BExigency

8§ VILI.

| was going to make one Venture more; that is,ftersome safe Rules, for the finding
out of the Witches, which are at this day our asedrTroublers: but this were a Venture
too Presumptuousand Icarian for me to make; | leave that unto those Excell@md
Judicious Persons, with whom | am not worthy tabmbred: All that | shall do, shall be
to lay before my Readers, a brigynopsiof what has been written on that Subject, by a
Triumvirate of as Eminent Persons as have everlédritd | will begin with,

AN ABSTRACT OF MR. PERKINS'S WAY FOR
THE DISCOVERY OF WITCHES.

I. There arePresumptionswhich do at least probably and conjecturally notes to be a
Witch. These give occasion to Examine, yet they araifficient Causes of Conviction.

Il. If any Man or Woman be notoriously defamed fowWéch, this yields a strong
Suspition. Yet the Judge ought carefully to loblat the Report be made Wen of
Honesty and Credit.

. If a Fellow-Witch or Magician give Testimony of any Person to b&Vatch; this
indeed is not sufficient for Condemnation; butsitai fit Presumption to cause a strait
Examination.

IV. If after Cursing there follow Death, or at leasinse mischief: foWitchesare wont
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to practise their mischievous Facts, by Cursing &ahning: This also is a sufficient
matter of Examination, tho' not of Conviction.

V. If after Enmity, Quarrelling, or Threatning, a @ent mischief does follow; that also
is a great Presumption.

VI. If the Party suspected be the Son or Daughterptha-servant or maid-servant, the
Familiar Friend, near Neighbor, or old Companionf, @ known and convicted Witch;
this may be likewise a Presumption; for Witchciafan Art that may be learned, and
conveyed from man to man.

VII. Some add this for a Presumption: If the Party setgd be found to have the Devil's
mark; for it is commonly thought, when the Devilkes his Covenant with them, he
alwaies leaves his mark behind them, whereby hev&rtbem for his own:—a mark
whereof no evident Reason in Nature can be given.

VIIl. Lastly, If the party examined be Unconstant, artcary to himself, in his deliberate
Answers, it argueth a Guilty Conscience, which stitye freedom of Utterance. And yet
there are causes of Astonishment, which may bdefaGbod, as well as the Bad.

IX. But then there is &onviction discovering th&Vitch, which must proceed from just
and sufficient proofs, and not from bare presumpsio

X. Scratching of the suspected party, and Recovemetipon, with several other such
weak Proofs; as also, the fleeting of the suspeBidy, thrown upon the Water; these
Proofs are so far from being sufficient, that soohiehem are, after a sort, practices of
Witchcratft.

XI. The Testimony of some Wizzard, tho' offering ewsthe Witches Face in a Glass:
This, | grant, may be a good Presumption, to caus&ait Examination; but a sufficient
Proof of Conviction it cannot be. If the Devil téle Grand Jury, that the person in
guestion is a Witch, and offers withal to confilne tsame by Oath, should the Inquest
receive his Oath or Accusation to condemn the nisguredly no. And yet, that is as
much as the Testimony of another Wizzard, who bwylyhe Devil's help reveals the
Witch.

XIll. If a man, being dangerously sick, and like to dyen Suspicion, will take it on his
Death, that such a one hath bewitched him, it ifAdegation of the same nature, which
may move the Judge to examine the Party, bubitm® moment for Conviction.

Xll. Among the sufficient means of Conviction, thet fiss the free and voluntary
Confession of the Crime, made by the party suspeotd accused, after Examination. |
say not, that a bare confession is sufficient, #u€onfession after due Examination,
taken upon pregnant presumptions. What needs now withess or further Enquiry?

XIV. There is a second sufficient Conviction, by thstifreony of two Witnesses, of good
and honest Report, avouching before the Magistrapen their own Knowledge, these
two things: either that the party accused hath madeague with the Devil, or hath done
some known practice of witchcraft. Ardl, Arguments that do necessarily prove either of
these being brought by two sufficient Witnesses, aréoafe fully to convince the party
suspected.

XV. If it can be proved, that the party suspected whed upon théevil, or desired
his Help, this is a pregnant proof of a League ferimmade between them.

10/1/2010 10:37 Al



The Project Gutenberg e-Book of The Wonders otrhissible World, b... http://mww.gutenberg.org/file8513/28513-h/28513-h.h

XVI. If it can be proved, that the party hath entertmina Familiar Spirit, and had
Conference with it, in the likeness of some visBleatures; here is Evidence of
witchcraft.

XVII. If the witnesses affirm upon Oath, that the sugokeperson hath done any action
or work which necessarily infers a Covenant madg tlaat he hath used Enchantments,
divined things before they come to pass, and teegrptorily, raised Tempests, caused
the Form of a dead man to appear; it proveth sidfitly, that he or she is Witch. This

is the Substance of MPerkins

Take next the Sum of MGaulesJudgment about the Detection of Witches. 1. Some
Tokens for the Trial of Witches, are altogether amantable. Such are the old Paganish
Sign, the Witchedong Eyesthe Tradition of Witches not weeping; the castoighe
Witch into the Water, with Thumbs and Toes ty'dr@ss. And many more such Marks,
which if they are to know a Witch by, certainlys'tio other Witch, but the User of them.
2. There are some Tokens for the Trial of Witcmasre probable, and yet not so certain
as to afford Conviction. Such are strong and longp®ion: Suspected Ancestors, some
appearance of Fact, the Corps bleeding upon theh@ééttouch, the Testimony of the
Party bewitched, the supposed Witches unusual Badhrks, the Witches usual Cursing
and Banning, the Witches lewd and naughty kind ité.L3. Some Signs there are of a
Witch, more certain and infallible. Adirstly, Declining of Judicature, or faultering,
faulty, unconstant, and contrary Answers, upon giadliand deliberate examination.
SecondlyWhen upon due Enquiry into a person's Faith aadmérs, there are fouradl

or mostof the Causes which produce Witchcraft, nam@lyd forsaking,Sataninvading,
particularSinsdisposing; and lastly, a compact compleatingTdirdly, The Witches free
Confession, together with full Evidence of the F&axbnfessiorwithout Fact may be a
meer Delusion, andract without Confessionmay be a meer Accidenéthly, The
semblable Gestures and Actions of suspected Witetids the comparable Expressions
of Affections, which in all Witches have been ol&ktrand found very much alike.
Fifthly, The Testimony of the Party bewitched, whethemgiror dying, together with the
joynt Oaths of sufficient persons, that have seertam prodigious Pranks or Feats,
wrought by the Party accused. 4. Among the mosappy circumstances to convict a
Witch, one is, a maligning and oppugning the Wakehrk, and Worship of God, and by
any extraordinary sign seeking to seduce any fto®eeDeut. 13.1, 2.Mat. 24.24, Act.
13.8, 10, 2 Tim. 3.8.Do but mark well the places, and for this verygemy (of thus
opposing and perverting) they are all there coredugirrant and absolute Witches. 5. It is
not requisite, that spalpable Evidence of Convictisshould here come in, as in other
more sensible matters; 'tis enough, if there be dautmuchcircumstantial Proof or
Evidence, as the Substance, Matter, and Natureasf an abstruse Mystery of Iniquity
will well admit. [| suppose he means, that whereas in other Crimetoake for more
direct proofs, in this there is a greater use ohsequential onesBut | could heartily
wish, that the Juries were empanell'd of the maosinent Physicians, Lawyers, and
Divines that a Country could afford. In the meandi'tis not to be called a Toleration, if
Witches escape, where Conviction is wanting.' Te plirpose ouGaule

| will transcribe a little from one Author moreis'tthe JudiciouBernard of Batcomb
who in hisGuide to grand Jurymerafter he has mention'd several things that arensh
Presumptions of a Witch, proceeds to such thinggar@agheConvictionsof such an one.
And he saysA witch in league with th®evil is convicted by these EvidencésBy a
witchesMark; which is upon the Baser sort of Witches; and, this the Devils either
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Sucking or Touching of thenTertullian says,|t is the Devils custome to mark h&nd
note, That this mark i;sensible and being prick'd it will not Bleed. Sometimés, like

a Teate sometimes but 8lewish Spgtsometimes &edone; and sometimes tlikesh
Sunk but the Witches do sometimes cover them. II. By \WitchesNords As when they
have been heard calling on, speaking to, or Talkintpeir Familiars; or, when they have
been heardelling of Hurt they have done to man or beast: Or when they bege heard
Threatningof such Hurt; Or if they have been heard Relathwgr Transportations lil.

By the WitchesDeeds As when they have beeagenwith their Spirits, or seen secretly
Feeding any of theimps Or, when there can be found their Pictures, Pepped other
Hellish Compositions. IV. By the Witchdaxtasies With the Delight whereof, Witches
are so taken, that they will hardly conceal the esa®r, however at some time or other,
they may be found in them. V. By one or méelow-Witches Confessing their own
Witchcraft, and bearing Witness against other#héfy can make good the Truth of their
Witness, and give sufficient proof of it. As, thhéy have seen them with their Spirits or,
that they have Received Spirits from them; or tttety can tell, when they used
Witchery-Tricks to Do Harm; or, that they told themmat Harm they had done; or that
they can show the mark upon them; or, that theye Haen together in their Meetings;
and such like. VI. By som&Vitness of GodHimself, happening upon the Execrable
Curses of Witches upon themselves, Praying of @odhbw some Token, if they be
Guilty. VII. By the Witches owrConfessionof Giving their Souls to the Devil. It is no
Rare thing, for Witches to Confess.'

They are Considerable Things, which | have thustBe&cand yet it must be wit®pen
Eyes kept uporOpen Rulesthat we are to follow these things,

S.8. ButJuriesare not the only Instruments to be imploy'd inlsad/Nork; allChristians

are to be concerned with daily and fervBnayers for the assisting of it. In the Days of
Athanasiusthe Devils were found unable to stand before, Brayer, however then used
perhaps with too much of Ceremoriyet God Arise, Let his Enemies be Scattered. Let
them also that Hate Him, flee before Him.

O that instead of letting our HeaR$seagainst one another, our Prayers migisteunto
an high pitch of Importunity, for suchRisingof the Lord! Especially, Let them that are
Sufferingby Witchcraft be sure testay andpray, andBeseech the Lord thriceven as
much as ever they can, before they complain of eighbour for afflicting them. Let
them also that araccusedof Witchcraft set themselves teast andPray, and so shake
off the Deemonghat would likeVipersfasten upon them; and get M&aters of Jealousie
made profitable to them.

And Now, O Thou Hope oNew-England and the Saviour thereof in the Time of
Trouble; Do thou look mercifully down upon us, &Ree us, out of the Trouble which at
this time do's threaten to swallow us up. Let Séishortly bruised under our Feet, and
Let the Covenanted Vassals of Satan, which havéeToasly brought him in upon us, be
Gloriously Conquered, by thy Powerful and Graci®rssence in the midst of us. Abhor
us not, O God, but cleanse us, but heal us, bu¢ sy for the sake of thy Glory.
Enwrapped in our Salvations. By thy Spirit, Lift apstandard against our infernal
adversaries, Let us quickly find thee making oflasl, according to the Days wherein we
have been afflicted. Accept of all our Endeavouorglorify thee, in the Fires that are
upon us; and among the rest, Let these my poorvaeak essays, composed with what
Tears, what Cares, what Prayers, thonly knowest, not want the Acceptance of the
Lord.
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A DISCOURSE ON THE WONDERS OF
THE INVISIBLE WORLD.

UTTERED (IN PART) ON AUG. 4, 1692.

Ecclesiastical History has Reported it unto us, Th&eaowned Martyr at the Stake,
seeing the Book of the ERELATION thrown by his no less Profane than Bloody
Persecutors, to be Burn'd in the same Fire with hims$edf cryed outO Beata
Apocalypsis; quam bene mecum agitur, qui tecum Comb&t&SSED REVELATION!
said heHow Blessed am | in this Fire, while | have Thee tarlme CompanyAs for
our selves this Day, 'tis a Fire of sore Affliction a@dnfusion, wherein we are
Embroiled; but it is no inconsiderable Advantage umpthat we have the Company
of this Glorious and Sacred Book theVRLATION to assist us in our Exercises. From
that Book there is one Text, which | would single authis time to lay before you; 'tis
that in

REVEL. XiI. 12.

Wo to the Inhabitants of the Earth, and of the Seathe Devil is come down unto you,
having great Wrath; because he knoweth, that he haitla lshort time.

he Text is Like the Cloudy and Fiery Pillar, vouafesl untolsrael, in the
Wilderness of old; there is a vedark sideof it in the Intimation, thatThe
Devil is come down having great Wrathyt it has also aright side when it
b/ assures us, thdtle has but a short timéJnto the Contemplation dfoth, | do
this Day Invite you.

We have in our Hands a Letter from our AscendedlliorHeaven, to Advise us of his
being still alive, and of his Purpose e're longgitee us a Visit, wherein we shall see our
Living Redeemeistand at the latter day upon the Earthis the last Advice that we have
had from Heaven, for now sixteen Hundred years;thadcope of it, is, to represent how
the Lord Jesus Christ having begun to set up higg&om in the World, by the preaching
of the Gospel, he would from time to time utterhgdk to pieces all Powers that should
make Head against it, untiThe Kingdoms of this World are become the Kingdoohes
our Lord, and of his Christ, and he shall Reign éwer and everTis a Commentary on
what had been written yaniel, about,The fourth Monarchywith some Touches upon,
The Fifth wherein,The greatness of the Kingdom under the whole Heaveail be given
to the people of the Saints of the most Highd altho' it have, as 'tis expressed by one of
the Ancients, Tot Sacramenta quot verba Mystery in every Syllable, yet it is not
altogether to be neglected with such a Despaithats| cannot Read, for the Book is
Sealedlt is a REVELATION, and a singular, and notaléessingis pronounc'd upon them
that humbly study it.

The Divine Oracles, have with a most admirablefisgiand Carefulness, drawn, as the
very piousBeverley has laboriously Evinced, an exaaht oF TIME, from the first
Sabbath at th€reation of the World, unto the great Sabbatism at Restitutionof all
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Things. In that famous&ine of Time from the Decree for the Restoring &grusalem
after theBabylonishCaptivity, there seem to remain a mattefao Thousand and Three
Hundred Yearsunto thatNew Jerusalemwhereto the Church is to be advanced, when
the Mystical Babylon shall befallen. At the Resurrection of our Lord, there were
seventeen or eighteen Hundred of those Years,p@t the Line, to run untd he rest
which remains for the People of Gahd this Remnant in tHene of Timeis here in our
Apocalypse variously Embossed, Adorned, and Signalized wvgitith Distinguishing
Events, if we mind them, will help us escape thahslire Can ye not Discern the Signs
of the Times?

The ApostleJohn for the View of these Things, had laid before has | conceive, a
Book with leaves, or folds; whickkolumnwas written both on thBackside and on the
Inside and Roll'd up in a Cylindriacal Form, under set@els fastned with so many
Seals The firstSealbeing opened, and the filsabel removed, under the firétabel the
Apostle saw what he saw, of a filRider Pourtray'd, and so on, till the laSealwas
broken up; each of the Sculptures being enlarged agreeabléd/isionsandVoices to
illustrate it. The Book being now Unrolled, thereer& Trumpets with wonderful
Concomitants, Exhibited successively on the Expam8iacksideof it. Whereupon the
Book wasEaten as it were to be Hidden, from Interpretation8; afterwards, in the
Insideof it, the Kingdom of Anti-christ came to be Expds Thus, the Judgments of God
on theRoman Empirgfirst unto the Downfal oPaganismand then, unto the Downfal of
Popery which is but Revivedaganism are in these Displayes, with Lively Colours and
Features made sensible unto us.

Accordingly, in the Twelfth Chapter of this Bookewave an August Preface, to the
Description of that Horridkingdom which our Lord Christ refused, but Antichrist
accepted, from the Devils Hands; a Kingdom, whahlwelve Hundred and Six¥ears
together, was to be a continual oppression uporPdwple of God, and opposition unto
his Interests; until the Arrival of that IllustrieuDay, whereinThe Kingdom shall be the
Lords, and he shall be Governour among the Natidine Chapter is (as an Excellent
Person calls it) akxtravasated Accourdf the Circumstances, which befell tRemitive
Church during the first Four or Five Hundred Years ofriGtianity: It shows us the Face
of the Church, first irRomeHeathenish, and then RomeConverted, before thiéan of
Sinwas yet come tdlans Estate Our Text contains the Acclamations made upon the
most Glorious Revolution that ever yet happenechithe Roman Empire; namely, That
wherein the Travailing Church brought forth a Ctais Emperour. This was a most
EminentVictory over the Devil, andResemblancef the State, wherein the World, ere
long shall seeThe Kingdom of our God, and the Power of his Chtiss here noted,

First, As a matter ofriumph 'Tis said,Rejoyce, ye Heavens, and ye that dwell in them.
The Saints in both Worlds, took the Comfort of tRisvolution; the Devout Ones that
had outlived the late Persecutions, were fillechwWitansporting Joys, when they saw the
Christian become thdmperial Religion, and when they saw Good Men come to give
Law unto the rest of Mankind; the Deceased Ones alkhose Blood had been Sacrificed
in the Ten Persecutions, doubtless made the LighidRs to ring wittHallelujahsunto
God, when there were brought unto them, the Tidofgde Advances now given to the
Christian Religion, for which they had sufferédiartyrdom

Secondly, As a matter ¢dorror. 'Tis said,Wo to the Inhabiters of the Earth and of the
Sea. The Earth still means theFalse Church the Sea means theWide World in
Prophetical Phrasaeology. There was yet left apasy of Men that were Enemies to the
Christian Religion, in the power of it; a vast paeft for the Devil to work upon: Unto
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these is &Vo denounced; and why so? 'Tis addeédr; the Devil is come down unto you,
having great Wrath, because he knows, that he biaa bhort timeThese were, it seems,
to have some desperate and peculiar Attempts dbéwd made upon them. In the mean
time, we may Entertain this for our Doctrine,

Great Wo proceeds from the Gré&RATH, with which theDEviIL, towards the end of his
TIME, will make aDESCENTuUpON a miserable World.

| have now Published a most awful and solemn Warfon our selves at this day; which
has fourPropositions comprehended in it.

Proposition I.That there is ®evil, is a thing Doubted by none but such as are uthder
Influences of théevil. For any to deny the Being offevil must be from an Ignorance
or Profaneness, worse thBmabolical. A Devil. What isthat? We have a Definition of
the Monster, irEph. 6.12 A Spiritual Wickednesghat is,A wicked Spirit A Devil is a
Fallen Angel an AngelFallen from the Fear and Love of God, and from all Cédést
Glories; butFallen to all manner of Wretchedness and Cursedness.d3deowce in that
Order of Heavenly Creatures, which God in the Beigig madeMinistering Spirits for
his own peculiar Service and Honour, in the managenof the Universe; but we may
now write that Epitaph upon hinijow art thou fallen from Heaven! thou hast said in
thine Heart, | will Exalt my Throne above the Staf$50d; but thou art brought down to
Hell! A Devil is aSpiritual andRational Substance, by hi&postacyfrom God, inclined
unto all that is Vicious, and for thApostacyconfined unto the Atmosphere of this Earth,
in Chains under Darkness, unto the Judgment ofateat Day This is aDevil; and the
Experienceof Mankind as well as th&estimonyof Scripture, does abundantly prove the
Existence of such a Deuvil.

About thisDevil, there are many things, whereof we may reasoretudly profitably be
Inquisitive; such things, | mean, as are in ourn&lReveal'd unto us; according to which
if we do not speak, on stark a Subject, but according to our own uncertain, @erthaps
humoursome Conjecturethere is no Light in ud.will carry you with me, but unto one
Paragraph of the Bible, to be informed of threen@kj relating to th®evil; 'tis the Story
of theGadaren Energumeiin the fifth Chapter ofMark.

First, then, 'Tis to be granted; thHgevils are so many, that some Thousands, can
sometimes at once apply themselves to vex one Ghidian. It is said, irMark 5.15.He
that was Possessed with the Devil, had the Lediyeadful to be spoken! Aegion
consisted of Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Peophet e see that in one Man or two,
so manyDevils can be spared for a Garrison. As the Prophet cogggdMultitudes,
Multitudes, in the Valley of Decisiof80 | say,There are multitudes, multitudes, in the
valley of Destruction, where the Devils al&hen we speak o he Devil 'tis, A name of
Multitude it means notOne Individual Devil, so Potent and Scient, as perhaps
Manicheewould imagine; but it meanskind, which aMultitude belongs unto. Alas, the
Devils they swarm about us, like thierogs of Egypt in the most Retired of our
Chambers. Are we at o@oards? There will be Devils to Tempt us unto Sensuakie
we in ourBed® There will be Devils to Tempt us unto Carnaldyg we in ourShop®
There will be Devils to Tempt us into Dishonestyeay Tho' we get into the Church of
God, there will be Devils to Haunt us in the vammpleit self, and there tempt us to
manifold Misbehaviours. | am verily perswaded, Tthegre are very few Humane Affairs
whereinto some Devils are not Insinuated; Theneoisso much as dourneyintended,
but Satanwill have an hand ihinderingor furthering of it.
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Secondly, 'Tis to be supposed, That there is a ebrtArbitrary, even Military
Governmentamong theDevils This is intimated, when iMar. 5.9. The unclean Spirit
said, My Name is Legionhey are such a Discipline hegionsuse to be. Hence we read
about,The Prince of the power of the A@ur Air has agpower? or an Army of Devils in
the High Placesof it; and these Devils haveRxrince over them, who iKing over the
Children of Pride 'Tis probable, That the Devil, who was the Riagler of that mutinous
and rebellious Crew, which first shook off the Aattity of God, is now the General of
those Hellish Armies; Our Lord, that Conquered himas told us the Name of him; 'tis
Belzebub'tis he that ighe Devil and the rest areis Angelsor his Souldiers. Think on
vast Regiments of cruel and bloo#fyench Dragoonswith an Intendantover them,
overrunning a pillaged Neighbourhood, and you Wilhk a little, what the Constitution
among theDevilsis.

Thirdly, 'tis to be supposed, that soevils are more peculiarlfCommission‘'dand
perhapQualify'd, for some Countries, while others are for oth&rss is intimated when
in Mar. 5.10.The Devilsbesoughbur Lord muchthat he would not send them away out
of the CountreyWhy was that? But in all probability, becaukese Devilsvere more
able todo the works of the Deyiin such a Countrey, than in another. It is nicelir that
every Devil does know evelyanguage or that every Devil can do evelischief 'Tis
possible, that th&xperience or, if | may call it so, the&educationof all Devils is not
alike, and that there may be some difference iir tAbilities. If one might make an
Inference from what the Devildo, to what theyare, One cannot forbear dreaming, that
there aredegreesof Devils. Who can allow, that such Triflin@semons as that of
Mascon or those that once infested diew berry are of so much Grandeur, as those
Daemonswhose Games are mighty Kingdoms? Yea, 'tis certhiat all Devils do not
make a like Figure in thimvisible World Nor does it look agreeably, That theemons
which were the Familiars of such a Man as theAgdllonius differ not from those baser
Goblins that chuse to Nest in the filthy and loathsRags of a beastly Sorceress.
Accordingly, why may not some Devils be more acclished for what is to be done in
such and such places, when others mustebach'dfor other Territories? Each Devil, as
he sees his advantage, cries bat,me be in this Countrey, rather than another.

But Enough if nottoo much of these things.

Proposition II. There is a DevilisiWrath againstMankind with which theDevil is for
God's sakdnspired. The Devil is himself broiling under timollerable and interminable
Wrath of God; and a fieryWrath at God, is, that which the Devil is for that cause
Enflamed. Methinks | see the posture of the Deanilsa. 8.21.They fret themselves, and
Curse their God, and look upward@he first and chiefWrath of the Devil, is at the
Almighty God himself; he knowsThe God that made him, will not have mercy on him,
and the God that formed him, will shew him no fay@nd so he can have Kondness
for that God, who has nidercy, nor Favour for him. Hence 'tis, that he cannot bear the
Nameof God should be acknowledged in the World: Ev&cknowledgement paid unto
God is a fresh drop of the burning Brimstone fallimgon the Devil; he does make his
Insolent, tho Impotent Batteries, even upon Tliieone of God himself: and foolishly
affects to have himself exalted unto ti@lorious High Throne by all people, as he
sometimes is, by ExecrabWitches This horrible Dragon does not only with his Tayl
strike at theStars of Godbut at the God himself, who made ®&rs being desirous to
out-shine them all. God and the Devil are swornnkee to each other; the Terms
between them, are those, Ziech. 11.18 My Soul loathed them, and their Soul also
abhorred me.And from this Furiouswrath, or Displeasure and Prejudice at God,
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proceeds the Devilwrath at us, the poor Children of Men. Our doing 8erviceof God,
is one thing that exposes us to theth of the Devil. We are théligh Priestsof the
World; when all Creatures are called up@&maise ye the Lordthey bring to us those
demandedPraisesof God, sayingdo you offer them for uslence 'tis, that the Devil has
a Quarrel with us, as he had with tHggh-Priestin the Vision of Old. Our bearing the
Image of God is another thing that brings wrath of the Devil upon us. As ayger, thro
his Hatred at man will tear the very Picture of hifhit come in his way; such Bygerthe
Devil is; because God said of oldet us make Man in our Imagéhe Devil is ever
saying,Let us pull this man to pieceBut the enviou$’ride of the Devil, is one thing
more that gives an Edge unto his FuridMsath against us. The Apostle has given us an
hint, as if Pride had been th&€ondemnation of the DevilTis not unlikely, that the
Devil's Affectationto be above that Condition which he might leamt fMankind was to
be preferr'd unto, might be the occasion of higngkip Arms against thenmortal King
However, the Devil now sed@gan lying in the Bosom of God, bliimselfdamned in the
bottom of Hell; and this enrages him exceedin@lysays he| cannot bear it, that man
should not be as miserable as my self.

Proposition Ill. The Devil, in the prosecution, and the execution ofviaiath upon them,
often gets d.iberty to make aDescentupon the Children of men. When the Deddles
hurt unto us, hecomes dowrunto us; for the Rendezvouze of timéernal Troops is
indeed in thesupernal partof our Air. But as 'tis saidd sparrow of the Air does not fall
down without the will of Godso | may sayNot a Devil in the Air, can come down
without the leave of Godf this we have a famous Instance in that Aralftance, of
whom the Devil was not able so much ag tmchany thing, till the most high God gave
him a permission, tgo down The Devil stands with all the Instruments of teaiming

at us, and begging of the Lord, as that King agi'dhe Hood-wink'dSyriansof old,
Shall 1 smite 'em, shall | smite 'eril2 cannot strike a blow, till the Lord sayp down
and smite but sometimes h@oesobtain from thenigh possessor of Heaven and Eadh
License for the doing of it. The Devil sometimesslanake most rueful Havock among
us; but still we may say to him, as our Lord samdoua great Servant of highou
couldest have no power against me, except it weenghee from abova@he Devil is
called in1 Pet. 5.8.Your AdversaryThis is a Law-term; and it notésn Adversary at
Law. The Devil cannot come at us, except in some sauw®rding toLaw, but
sometimes he does procure sad things to be irdlietecording to théaw of the eternal
King upon us. The Devil firggoes upas anAccuseragainst us. He is therefore stylElde
Accuser and it is on this account, that his proper Namesdbelong unto him. There is a
Court somewhere kept; a Court of Spirits, whereDbeil enters all sorts of Complaints
against us all; he charges us with manifgiltsagainst the Lord our Godherehe loads
us with heavyimputationsof Hypocrysie, Iniquity, Disobedience; whereupan urges,
Lord, let 'em now have the death, which is theiges paid unto 'emif our Advocaten
the Heavens do not now take off his Libels; the iDéren, with a Concession of God,
comes downas adestroyerupon us. Having first been aittorney to bespeak that the
Judgments of Heaven may be ordered for us, he dlempleads, that he may be the
Executionerof those Judgments; and the God of Heaven sometafter a sort, signs a
Warrant, for thisdestroying Angelto do what has beedesiredto be done for the
destroying of menBut such goermissionfrom God, for the Devil tacome downand
break inupon mankind, oftentimes must be accompany'd avfflommissiorfrom some
wretches of mankind it self. Every man is, ashitiged inGen. 4.9His brother's keeper
We are tokeepone another from the Inroads of the Devil, by naltand cordial Wishes
of prosperity to one another. When ungodly people gheir Consentsin witchcrafts
diabolically performed, for the Devil to annoy th&leighbours, he finds a breach made
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in the Hedge about us, whereat he Rushes in upowitlsgrievous molestations. Yea,
when the impious people, that never saw the Dduilput utter theiCursesagainst their
Neighbours, those are so mamgtch words whereby the Mastives of Hell are animated
presently to fall upon us. 'Tis thus, that the Dgeisleaveto worry us.

Proposition 1V.Most horriblewoescome to be inflicted upon Mankind, when theuvil
does ingreat wrath make adescentupon them. Th®evil is aDo-Evil, and wholly set
upon mischief. When our Lord once was goind/iazzelhim, that he might not mischief
others, he cry'd oufArt thou come to torment mé®e is, it seems, himselformentedif

he be buRestrainedrom the tormenting of Men. If upon the soundirighe Three last
Apocalyptical Angeldt was an outcry made in Heavékip, wo, wo, to the inhabitants of
the Earth by reason of the voice of the Trumpam sure, alescentmade by the Angel
of death would give cause for the like Exclamatidifo to the world, by reason of the
wrath of the Devil'what awoful plight, mankind would by the descent of the Déal
brought into, may be gathered from theful pains, and wounds, and hideous desolations
which the Devil brings upon them, with whom he kath a bodily Possessiomade a
Seisure. You may both in Sacred and Profane Histead many a direful Account of the
woes which they that are possessed by the Devil, diergo: And from thence conclude,
What must the Children of Men hope from such a IDévbreover, theTyrannical
Ceremonieswhereto the Devil uses to subjugate swibful Nations or Orders of Men,
as are more Entirely under his Dominion, do declanatwoful Work the Devil would
make where he comes. The very Devotions of thaserfoPagans to whom the Devil is

a Leader, are most blootRenancesand whatWoesindeed must we expect from such a
Devil of aMoloch as relishes no Sacrifices like those of HumanartHgood, and unto
whom there is no Musick like the bitter, dying, efoll Groans, ejaculated by the Roasting
Children of Men.

Furthermore, the servile, abject, needy circum&anherein the Devil keeps the Slaves,
that are under his more sensible Vassalage, doesugmto us, howvoful the Devil
would render all our Lives. We that live in a Pmse, which affords unto us all that may
be necessary or comfortable for us, found the Romvfill'd with vast Herds of Salvages,
that never saw so much a¥aife, or aNail, or aBoard or a Grain ofSalt in all their
Days. No better would the Devil have the World paded for. Nor should we, or any else,
have one convenient thing about us, but be as entdligsusually our mostRagged
Witchesare; if the Devil's Malicewere not over-ruled by aompassionate Godvho
preserves Man and Beastence 'tis, thathe Devi| even like &Dragon keeping a Guard
upon suchFruits as wouldrefresha languishing World, has hindred Mankind for many
Ages, from hitting thoseseful Inventionswhich yetwere so obviouandfacil, that it is
every bodies wonder, they were no sooner hit upbebemisted Worldmust jog on for
thousands of Years, without the knowledgtlué Loadstongetill a Neapolitanstumbled
upon it, aboutthree hundred yearggo. Nor must the World bblest with such a
matchless Enginef LearningandVertue as that oPrinting, till aboutthe middle of the
Fifteenth CenturyNor couldOne OIld Man, all over the Face of the whole Eatthve
the benefit of such alLittle, tho mostneedful thing, as a pair oSpectaclestill a
Dutch-Man alittle while ago accommodated us.

Indeed, as the Devil does begrutch us all mann&aafd so he does annoy us with all
manner ofWq, as often as he finds himself capable of doind@iut shall we mention
some of thespecial woeswith which the Devil does usually infest the WadrEriefly
then;Plaguesare some of thoseoeswith which the Devil troubles us. It is said okth
Israelites in 1 Cor. 10.10.They were destroyed of the destroyEnat is, they had the
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Plague among them. 'Tis th®estroyer or the Devi| that scatters’laguesabout the
World. Pestilential and Contagious Diseases,hsDevil who does oftentimes invade us
with them. 'Tis no uneasy thing for the Devil topiragnate the Air about us, with such
Malignant Salts as meeting wittihe Saltof our Microcosm shall immediately cast us
into that Fermentation and Putrefaction, which witterly dissolve all the Vital Tyes
within us; Ev'n as aAqua-Fortis made with a conjunction dfitre andVitriol, Corrodes
what it Seizes upon. And when the Devil has raidemse Arsenical Fumeswhich
become Venemous Quivergull of Terrible Arrows how easily can he shoot the
deleteriousMiasms into those Juices or Bowels of Mens Bodies, whiali soon
Enflame them with a Mortal Fire! Hence come suelagues as thatBeesom of
Destruction which within our memory swept away such a Thrafd?eople from one
EnglishCity in one Visitation; And hence those Infectidtsvers, which are but so many
Disguised Plaguesamong us, causing Epidemical Desolations. Ag#¥ars are also
some of thos&Voes with which the Devil causes our Trouble. It isdsen Rev. 12.17.
The Dragon was Wrath, and he went to make \dad there is in truth scarce aWar,
but what is of thédragon'skindling. The Devil is thaVulcan out of whose Forge come
the instruments of olVars and it is he that finds us Employments for thioséruments.
We read concerninBaemoniacksor People in whom the Devil was, that they wozudl
and wound themselves; and so, when the Devil iglém, he puts 'em upon dealing in
that barbarous fashion with one anotW¥arsdo often furnish him with some Thousands
of Souls in one Morning from one Acre of Groundddor the sake of suchhyestaean
Banquets, he will push us upon as m#srsas he can.

Once more, why may n@tormsbe reckoned among tho®¥¢oes with which the Devil
does disturb us? It is not improbable thigtural Stormson the World are often of the
Devils raising. We are told idob 1.11, 12, 19that the Devil made &torm which
hurricano'd the House dbb, upon the Heads of them that were Feasting Paitacelsus
could have informed the Devil, if he had not beeformed, as besure he was before,
That if muchAluminiousmatter, withSalt Petrenot throughly prepared, be mixed, they
will send up a cloud of Smoke, whighll come down in Rain. But undoubtedly thevil
understands asell the way to make @empesas to turn th&Vindsat theSolicitation of

a Laplander whence perhaps it is, that Thunders are obseofgrr to break upon
Churcheghan upon any othduildings and besides many a Man, yea many a Ship, yea,
many a Town has miscarried, when the Devil has lpeemitted from above to make an
horrible Tempest. However that the Devil has raiseothyMetaphorical Stormsipon the
Church, is a thing, than which there is nothing enootorious. It was said unto Believers
in Rev. 2.10The Devil shall cast some of you into Prisdhe Devil was he that at first
setCain upon Abeto butcher him, as the Apostle seems to suggashi$ Faith in God,
as aRewarder And in how manyPersecutionsas well aHeresieshas the Devil been
ever since Engaging all the Children@din! That Serpent the Devil has acted his cursed
Seed in unwearied endeavours to have tl@myhom the World is not worthireated as
those who ar@ot worthy to live in the WorldBy the impulse of the Devil, 'tis that first
the oldHeathensand then the madrians were pricking Briarsto the true Servants of
God; and that th@apiststhat came after them, have out done them all faughters,
upon those that have beancounted as the Sheep for the Slaughtéhe lateFrench
Persecution is perhaps the horriblest that everiwdke World: And as the Devil of
Masconseems before to have meant it in his out-criemubpe Miseries preparing for
the poor HugonotsThus it has been all acted by a singular Furythef old Dragon
inspiring of his Emissaries.

But in reality,Spiritual Woesare theprincipal Woesamong all those that the Devil would
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have us undone withabinsare the worst oWWoes and the Devil seeks nothing so much
as to plunge us into Sins. When men do commit an€rfor which they are to be
Indicted, they are usuallyjov'd by the Instigation of the Devilhe Devil will putill men
upon being worséWVas it not he that said hKing. 22.221 will go forth, and be a lying
Spirit in the Mouth of all the Prophet€¥en so the Devil becomes Bimclean Spirita
Drinking Spirit a Swearing Spirjta Worldly Spirit a Passionate Spirita Revengeful
Spirit, and the like in the Hearts of those that areaalyeioo much of such a Spirit; and
thus they become improv'd in Sinfulness. Yea, tleeiDwill put good men upon doing
ill. Thus we read il Chron. 21.1Satan provoked David to number Isra@hd so the
Devil provokesmen that are Eminent in Holiness unto such thiagsmay become
eminently Pernicious; hprovokesthem especially untBride, and unto many unsuitable
Emulations. There are likewise most lamentable ésgions which thBevil makes upon
the Souls of Merby way of punishment upon them for th&8ims 'Tis thus when an
Offended God puts the Souls of Men over into theds$aof that Officemwho has the
power of Death, that is, the Dewit is the woful Misery of Unbelievers @ Cor. 4.4.The
god of this World has blinded their mind&nd thus it may be said of those woful
Wretches whom th®evil is a God untothe Devil so muffles them that they cannot see
the things of their peac@nd the Devil so hardens them, that nothing will awakegir
cares about their Soul$iow come so many to t&earedn their Sins? Tis the Devil that
with a red hot Iron fetcht from his Hell doeauterisethem. Thus 'tis, till perhaps at last
they come to have\Wounded Consciende them, and the Devil has often a share in their
Torturing and confounding Anguishes. TBevil who Terrified Cain, and Saul and
Judasinto Desperation, still becomesing of Terrorsto many Sinners, and frights them
from laying hold on the Mercy of God in the Lordsde Christ. In these regard¥p to
us, when the Devil comes down upon us.

Proposition V.Toward theEnd of his Time the Descentof the Devil inWrath upon the
World will produce moravoful Effectsthan what have been former AgesThe dying
Dragon, will bite more cruelly and sting more bldpdhan ever he did before: The
Death-pangs of the Devil will make him to be mofea®evil than ever he was; and the
Furnace of thisNebuchadnezzawill be heatedseven timesotter, just before its putting
out.

We are in the first place to apprehend that theetime fixed and stated by God for the
Devil to enjoy a dominion over our sinful and there woful World. TheDevil once
exclaimed inMat. 8.29.Jesus, thou Son of God, art thou come hither tangot us
before our Time® is plain, that until the second coming of owrdl theDevil must have

a time of plagueing the World, which he was aframlld have Expired at his first. The
Devil is by the wrath of God the Prince of this Worlthd the time of his Reign is to
continue until the time when our Lord himself shakke to himself his great Power and
Reign Then 'tis that th@®evil shall hear the Son of God swearing with loud Thauad
against himThy time shall now be no mor€hen shall thé®evil with his Angels receive
their doom, which will bedepart into the everlasting Fire prepared for you.

We are also to apprehend, that in thean timethe Devil can give a shrewd guess, when
he draws near to thend of his TimeWhen he saw Christianity enthron'd among the
Romansit is here said, in ouRev. 12.12He knows he hath but a short tirAnd how
does heknowit? Why Reasonwill make the Devil tcknowthat God won't suffer him to
havethe Everlasting Dominigrand that when God has once begun to rescue thiel Wo
out of his hands, he'll go through with it, urttile Captives of the mighty shall be taken
away and the prey of the terrible shall be deligeBut the Devil will haveScripture
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also, to make himknow that when his AntichristiaWicar, theseven-headed Beast the
seven-hilled City, shall have spent his determined years, hth viis Vicar must
unavoidably go down into thieottomless Pitlt is not improbable, that the Devil often
hears theScriptureexpounded in our Congregations; yea that we nassemble without
a Satanamong us. As there are some Divines, who do withenuncertainty conjecture,
from a certain place in the Epistle to tBphesiansThat the Angels do sometimes come
into our Churches, to gain some advantage from Muristry. But be sure our
Demonstrable Interpretationsiay give Repeated Notices to the DeVihat his time is
almost out;and what the Preacher says unto Yloeing ManKnow thou, that God will
bring thee into JudgmenTHAT may our Sermons tell unto ti@ld Wretch Know thou,
that thy Judgment is at hand.

But we must now, likewise, apprehend, thasuich a timethewoesof the World will be
heightened, beyond what they wereaay timeyet from the foundation of the World.
Hence 'tis, that the Apostle has forewarned ug, ifim. 3.1.this know, that in the last
days, perillous times shall comEuly, when the Deviknows that he is got into hikast
days he will makeperillous timesfor us; the times will grow more full dbevils and
therefore more full oPerils, than ever they were before. Of this, if we wokidw what
cause is to be assigned; It is not only, becaws®#vil grows morable, and moreeager

to vex the World; but also, and chiefly, becauseWorld is morevorthyto be vexed by
the Devil, than ever heretofore. TBensof men in this Generation, will be momaghty
Sins than those of the former Ages; men will be morec#ate and Exquisite and
Refined in the arts ddinning than they use to be. And besides, their own #iressins of
all the former Ages will also lie upon the sinnefsthis generation. Do we ask why the
mischievous powers of darknem® to prevail more in our days, than they didhose
that are past and gone! 'Tis because that memhingi over again the sins of the former
days, have d@&ellowship with all those unfruitful works of dadss As ‘twas said in
Matth. 23.36.All these things shall come upon this generatiem,; the men of the last
Generation, will find themselves involved in thelfgof all that went before them. Of
Sinners 'tis saidlThey heap up wrathgnd the sinners of the Last Generations do ngt onl
add unto théheap of sin that has been pileing up ever since thé éfaman, but they
Interest themselves in every sin of that enormaagphThere has beerCay of all former
ages going up to Godihat the Devil may come dowahd the sinners of the Last
Generations, do sharpen and louden ttat till the thing do come to pass, as
Destructively as Irremediably. From whence it falf that the Thrice Holy God, with his
Holy Angels, will now after a sort moebandonthe World, than in the former ages. The
roaring Impieties othe old World at last gave mankind such a distast in the Hedte
Just God, that he came to s#tyRepents me that | have made such a CreatArel
however, it may be but a witty Fancy, in a lateroea Writer, that th&arth before the
Flood was nearer to the Sun, than it is at this; @ag that Gods Hurling down tlarth

to a further distance from ttf&un were the cause of that Flood; yet we may fitlgpwegh
say, that men perished by Rejectionfrom the God of Heaven. Thus the enhanc'd
Impieties of thisour World will Exasperate the Displeasure of God, at sucdte, as that
he will morecast us offthan heretofore; until at last, he do with a mitv@n ordinary
Indignation sayGo Devils; do you take them, and make them beythoramer measures
miserable!

If Lastly, We are inquisitive after Instances obsle aggravatedoes with which the
Devil will towards theEnd of his Time assault us; let it be remembred, That all the
Extremities which were foretold by tAgeumpetsandVials in the Apocalyptick Schemes
of these things, to come upon the World, werewibesto come from thavrath of the
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Devil, upon theshortningof his Time The horrendous desolations that have come upon
mankind, by the Irruptions of the oBhrbariansupon theRomanWorld, and then of the
Saracensand since, of th&urks were suchwoesas men had never seen before. The
InfandousBlindnessand Vilenesswhich then came upon mankind, and the Monstrous
Croisadoeswhich thereupon carried thRomanWorld by Millions together unto the
Shambles; were also sualvesas had never yet had a Parallel. And yet these s@ne

of the things here intended, when it was sW! For the Devil is come down in great
Wrath, having but a short time.

But besides all these things, and besides theaserefPlaguesandWars andStorms
andInternal Maladiesnow in our days, there are especially two mostaextinaryWoes
one would fear, will in these days become verymadi. OneNoethat may be look'd for
is, A frequent Repetition dtarthquakesand this perhaps by the energy of the Devil in
the Earth. The Devil will be clap't up, as a Prisoner inn@ar the Bowels of the earth,
when once thaConflagration shall be dispatched, which will mak&he New Earth
wherein shall dwell Righteousnesand thatConflagration will doubtless be much
promoted, by the Subterraneokses, which are a cause of tHearthquakesin our
Dayes. Accordingly, we reareat Earthquakes in divers placesumerated among the
Tokens of theTime approaching, when the Devil shall have no lonfiene | suspect,
That we shall now be visited with more Usual andngere FataEarthquakesthan were
our Ancestors; in asmuch as thiees that are shortly t@urn unto the Lowest Hell, and
set on Fire the Foundations of the Mountaindll now get more Head than they use to
do; and it is not impossible, that the Devil, wkcere long to be punished in thdsees,
may aforehand augment his Desert of it, by havim@pand in using some of thoBees,

for our Detriment. Learned Men have made no scrtpleharge the Devil with itbeo
permittente, Terree motus causdihe Devil surely, was a party in tHearthquake
whereby the Vengeance of God, in one black Nighkslwelve considerable Cities of
Asia in the Reign ofTiberious But there will be more sudBatastrophesn our Dayes;
Italy has lately beeB®haking till its Earthquakeshave brought Ruines at once upon more
than thirty Towns; but it will within a little whd, shakeagain, andshaketill the Fire of
God have made an Entifétna of it. And behold, This very Morning, when | was
intending to utter among you such Things as theseare cast into akleartquakeby
Tidings of anEarthquakethat has lately happened Jmaica an horribleEarthquake
whereby thelyrusof the EnglishAmerica was at once pull'd into the Jaws of the Gaping
and Groaning Earth, and many Hundreds of the Indats buried alive. The Lord
sanctifie so dismal a Dispensation of his Provigenmto all theAmericanPlantations!
But be assured, my Neighbours, tearthquakesare not over yet! We have not yet seen
the last And then, AnotheWothat may be Look'd for is, The Devils being nowlleose

in preternatural Operationsmore than formerly; and perhaps Possessionsand
Obsessionghat shall be very marvellous. You are not Igngrarnat just before our
Lords First Coming there were most observable Outrages committeithdoyevil upon
the Children of Men: And | am suspicious, That ¢heill again be an unusual Range of
the Devil among us, a little before tBecond Comingf our Lord, which will be, to give
the last stroke, iDestroying the works of the Devilhe Evening Wolvesvill be much
abroad, when we are near tBeeningof the World. The Devil is going to be Dislodged
of the Air, where his present Quarters are; God will witlshiss of hoLightning upon
him, cause him tdall as Lightningfrom his Ancient Habitations: And thHeaised Saints
will there have &ew Heavenwhich Weexpect according to the Promise of Gobw a
little before this thing, you be like to see thevidenore sensibleandvisibly Busy upon
Earth perhaps, than ever he was before. You shall oftear aboufpparitionsof the
Devil, and about poor people strangely BewitcHeolssessednd Obsessedby Infernal
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Fiends. When our Lord is going to set up His Kingdan the mossensibleandvisible
manner, that ever was, and in a manner answérag ransfigurationin the Mount it is
a Thousand to One, bthie Devilwill in sundry parts of the world assaythe like for
Himself, with a most Apish Imitation: and Men, atst insomeCorners of the World,
and perhaps isuchas God may have some special Designs upon, willéw Cost, be
more Familiarizedvith the World of Spiritsthan they had been formerly.

So that, in fine, if just beforthe End whenthe times of the Jewsere to be finished, a
man then ran about every where, cryikigp to the Nation! Wo to the City! Wo to the
Temple! Wo! Wo! WoMuch more may the descent of the Devil, just befois End
when alsathe times of the Gentilesill be finished, cause us to cry oMjo! Wo! Wo!
because of the black things that threaten us!

But it is now Time to make our Improvement of whas been said. And, first, we shall
entertain our selves with a fe@orollaries deduced from what has been thus asserted.

Corallary .

What cause have we to bless God, for our preservdtom theDevils wrath in this
which may too reasonably be called tevils World While we are inthis present evil
world, We are continually surrounded with swarms of éh@evils, who make this
present worldbecome sevil. What a wonder of Mercy is it, that meevil could ever yet
make a prey of us! We can set our foot no whereasushall tread in the midst of most
Hellish Rattle-Snakesand one of thosRattle-Snakesnce thro' the mouth of a Man, on
whom he had Seized, hissed out such a Truth gdfted would let me loose upon you,
| should find enough in the Best of you all, to engku all mineWhat shall | say? The
Wildernesshro' which we are passing to tReomised Landis all over fill'd withFiery
flying serpentsBut, blessed be God; None of them have hithertastned upon us, as to
confound us utterly! All our way to Heaven, liesthye Dens of Lionsand theMounts of
Leopards there are incredible Droves of Devils in our wBwyt have we safely got on our
way thus far? O let us be thankful to our Etermakprver for it. It is said iRsal. 76.10.
Surely the wrath of Man shall praise thee, and Bemainder of wrath shalt thou
restrain; But surelyit becomes us to praise God, in that we have ysttag'd no more
Damage by thavrath of the Devijland in that he has restrain'd that Overwhelnnnagh.
We are poor, Travellers in a World, which is aslwet DevilsField, as the Devil$aol;

a World in every Nook whereof, the Devil is encachpsith Bands of Robbergo pester
all that have theiFace looking Zion-wardAnd are we all this while preserved from the
undoing Snares of thBevil? it is, Thou, O keeper of Israel, that hast hitherto bean o
Keeper! And therefore,Bless the Lord, O my soul, Bless his Holy Name, wa®
redeemed thy Life from the Destroyer!

Corollary I1.

We may see the rise of those multiply'd, magnifgdd Singularly-stinged Afflictions,
with which aged or dying Saints frequently have thelbeath Prefaced, and theikge
embittered. When the Saints of God are going teddahae World, it is usually a more
Stormy Worldwith them, than ever it was; and they find m@amnity, and morevVexation

in the world than ever they did before. It is trddat many are the afflictions of the
Righteous)ut a little before they bid adieu to all thosenmAfflictions they often have
greater, harder, Sorer, Loads thereof laid upomthkan they had yet endured. It is true,
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That thro' much Tribulation we must enter in thadgdom of Godbut a little before our
Entrancethereinto, oufribulation may have some sharper accents of Sorrow, than ever
were yet upon it. And what is the cause of thisi® Ihdeed thd-aithfulness of our God
unto us that we should find th&arth more full of Thorns and Briars than ever, just
before he fetches us froEarth to Heaven that so we may go away the more willingly,
the more easily, and with less Convulsion, at hitirg for us. O there anegly Ties by
which we are fastned unto this world; but God WiiThorns and Briardear thosélies
asunder. Butis not the Hand of Joab her&ure, There is therath of the Devil also in

it. A little before we step into Heaven, tBbevil thinks with himself My time to abuse
that Saint is now but short; what Mischief | andim that Saint, must be done quickly, if
at all; he'l shortly be out of my Reach for evend for this cause he will now fly upon us
with the Fiercest Efforts and Furies of Nisath It was allowed unto th8erpentin Gen.
2.15.To Bruise the HeeMhy, at theHeel or at theClose of our Lives, theéSerpentwill

be nibbling, more than ever in our Lives befored @ns, Because now he has but a short
time. He knows, That we shall very shortly W¢here the wicked cease from Troubling,
and where the Weary are at Resterefore thaWickedone will nowTroubleus, more
than ever he did, and we shall have so mibidrest as will make us moreveary than
ever we were, of things here below.

Corollary I11.

What a Reasonable Thing then is it, that they whose is butshort should make as
greatUse of their Time as ever they can! pray, let us learn sajuned even from the
wicked Onehimself. It has been adviseBe wise as Serpentahy, there is a piece of
Wisdom whereto that oldSerpent the Devil himself, may be our Moniter. When the
Devil perceives hiFimeis butshort it puts him uporGGreat Wrath But how should it be
with us when we perceive that olitmeis butshort? why, it should put us upd@reat
Work The motive which makes the Devil to be more @dilvrath; should make us more
full of warmth more full ofwatch and more full ofAll Diligence to make our Vocation,
and Election sureOur Pacein our JourneyHeaven-ward must be Quickened, if our
spacefor that Journey be shortned, everisaael went further théwo lastyears of their
JourneyCanaan-wardgthan they did in 38 years before. The Apostlagsithis, as apur

to the Devotions of Christians, inCor. 7.29This | say, Brethren, the time is shdfien
so, Isaythis; some things | lay before you, which | doyotlink, or guess but here is a
thing which | venture t@aywith all the freedom imaginable. You have nowimeto
Getgood, even &imeto make sure oGrace and Glory, and every good thjriay true
Repentance: Butflhis | say, the time is but shokdou have nowTlimeto Do good, even
to serve out your generatio@as by thawill, so for thePraiseof God; but, This | say, the
time is but shortAnd what | say thus tall People, | say t®Id People, with a peculiar
Vehemency: Sirs, It cannot be long before ybumeis out; there are but a few sands left
in the glass of youfime And it is of all things the saddest, for a mars&y,My Time is
done, but my work undon@ then,To workas fast as you can; and of Soul-work, and
Church-work, dispatch as much as ever you can.t&ayl Hindrances as the gracious
Jeremiah Burrowsvould sometimes t¥isitants You'll excuse me if | ask you to be short
with me, for my work is great, and my time is hdars Methinks everytime we hear a
Clock, or see a Watch, we have an admonition gugerthat ouiTimeis upon thewing,
and it will all be gone within a little while. | neember | have read of a famous man, who
having aClock-watchlong lying by him, out of Kilture in his Trunk, iinaccountably
struck Eleven just before he died. Why, there aamyrof you, for whom | am to do that
office this day: | am to tell yoiYou are come to youEleventhhour; there is no more
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than atwelfth partat most, of your life yet behind. But if we nedlecr business, till our
short Timeshall be reduced intoone then,woe to us, for the great wrath of God will
send us down from whence there is no Redemption.

Corollary IV.

How welcome should ®eath in the Lordoe unto them that belong not unto the Deuvil,
but unto the Lord! While we are sojourning in thi&rld, we are in what may upon too
many accounts be call@the Devils CountryWe are where the Devil may come upon us
in great wrathcontinually. The day when God shall take us outhed World, will be,
The day when the Lord will deliver us from the hafdll our Enemies, and from the
hand of Satanin such a day, why should not our song be thah®fsalmistBlessed be
my Rock, and let the God of my Salvation be exXalténile we are here, we are ihe
valley of the shadow of deaténd what is it that makes it so? 'Tis becausevilieBeasts

of Hell are lurking on every side of us, and every mimetedy to salley forth upon us.
But our Deathwill fetch us out of thawalley, and carry us where we shall fo ever
with the Lord We are now under the daiBuffetingsof the Devil, and he does molest us
with suchFiery Darts as cause us even to cry duam weary of my Life¥ea, but are we
aswilling to die as,weary of Lif® Our Death will then soon set us where we canaot b
reach'd by thé&ist of Wickednesand where th@erfect cannot be shotten dtis said in
Rev. 14.13Blessed are the Dead which die in the Lord, they from their laboursBut
we may sayBlessed are the Dead in the Lord, inasmuch as tbstyfrom the Devils!
Our dying will be but ourtaking wing When attended with a Convoy of winged Angels,
we shall be convey'd into that Heaven, from whethee Devil having been thrown he
shall never more come thither after us. What if Gbduld now say to us, as Moses
Go up and die!As long as wego up when wedie, let us receive the Message with a
joyful Soul; we shall soon be there, where the Deamn'tcome dowrupon us. If theGod

of our Lifeshould now send that Order to us, which he gaweekiahSet thy house in
order, for thou shalt die, and not liveye need not be cast into such deadly Agonies
thereupon, aklezekiahwas: We are but going to thidbuse the Golden Doors whereof,
cannot be entred by the Devil that here did usedmsecute us. Methinks | see the
DepartedSpirit of a Believer, triumphantly carried thro' the Devierritories, in such a
stately and Fiery Chariot, as tBeiritualizing Body of Eliakiad; methink | see the Deuvil,
with whole Flocks oHarpies grinning at this Child of God, but unable to &astany of
their griping Talons upon him: And then, upon thenost edge of ouAtmospheaere
methinks | overhear the holy Soul, with a most leedyw Gallantry, deriding the defeated
Fiend, and sayingAh! Satan! Return to thy Dungeons again; | am gotere thou
canst not come for eve® 'tis a brave thing so to die! and especiallytasalie, in our
time. For, tho' when we call to mind@hat the Devils time is now but shattmay almost
make us wish tdive unto theendof it; and to say with the Psalmi®ecause the Lord
will shortly appear in his Glory, to build up Zio@ my God! Take me not away in the
midst of my daysyet when we bear in mindhat the Devils Wrath is now most gret
would make one willing to beut of the waylnasmuch as now is the time for the doing
of those things in the prospect wher&aflaamlong ago cry'd ouwho shall live when
such things are don&Ve should not be inordinately loth diee at such a time. In a word,
theTimesare sdad that we may well count it, @odatimeto die in, as ever we saw.

Corollary V.

Good News for thdsrael of God, and particularly for hidlew-English IsraelIf the
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Devils Timewere above ghousand years ag@ronouncedhort what may we suppose
it now in our Time? Surely we are not thousand yeardistant from those happy
thousand yearsf rest and peace, and [which is bettédlinessreserved for the People
of God in the latter days; and if we are nahausand yearget short of that Golden Age,
there is cause to think, that we are nohandred That the blesseflhousand yearare
not yet begun, is abundantly clear from tNi& do not see the Devil bouridig, the Devil
was never more ldbosethan in our Days; and it is very much that anyusthomagine
otherwise: But the same thing that proves Timwusand Year®f prosperity for the
Church of God, under the whole Heaven, to be nbbggun does also prove, that it is
not veryfar off, and that is the prodigiousrath with which the Devil does in our days
Persecute, yea, desolate the World. Let us casEges almost where we will, and we
shall see th®evilsdomineering at such a rate as may justly fill ughvastonishment; it
is questionable whethémiquity ever were so rampant, or whetl@alamitywere ever so
pungent, as in this Lamentalilene We may truly say,Tis the Hour and the Power of
Darkness.But, tho thewrath be sogreat thetimeis butshort when we are perplexed
with thewrath of the Devil, théNord of our God at the same time unto us, is th&om.
16.20.The God of Peace shall bruise Satan under your Séertly. Shortly, didst thou
say, dearest Lord! O gladsome word! Amé&ven so, come Lord! Lord Jesus, come
quickly! We shall never be rid of this troublesobwyvil, till thou do come to Chain him

up!

But because the people of God, would willingly lmédtwhereaboutswe are, with
reference to thevrath and the timef the Devil, you shall give me leave humbly td se
before you a fewConjectures

Thefirst Conjecture.

The DevilsEldest Sorseems to be towards tB&d of his lastHalf-time and if it be so,
the DevilsWhole-time cannot but be very near &End It is a very scandalous thing that
anyProtestant should be at a loss where to fité Anti-Christ But, we have a sufficient
assurance, that the DurationAufti-Christ is to be but for &ime and forTimes and for
Half a time that is for Twelve hundred and Sixty Yearsnd indeed, thos@welve
Hundred and Sixty Yegraere the very Spott afimeleft for theDevil, and meant when
'tis here saidHe has but a short timélow, | should have amasie timeof it, if | were
never put upon aHarder Taskthan to produce what might render it extreambbpable,
that Antichrist entred his lastalf-time or the lastHundredandFourscoreyears of his
Reign, at or soonafter the celebrate®Reformationwhich began at the year 1517 in the
former century. Indeed, it is very agreeable to Ise& Antichrist then losHalf of his
Empire; and how thatalf which then becamBeforme¢ghave been upon many accounts
little more thanHalf-reformed But by this computation, we must needs be withivery
few years of such Mortification to befal the See dRome as that Antichrist, who has
lately been planting (what proves no more lastingn} aTabernacle in the Glorious
Holy Mountain between the Seamust quickly,Come to his End and none shall help
him. So then, within a very little while, we shall s&e Devil stript of the grand, yea, the
last, Vehicle wherein he will be capable to abuse our Worlde Fines, with which, That
Beastis to be consumed, will so singe the Wings of Beil too, that he shall no more
set the Affairs ofthis world onFire. Yea, they shall both go into the saffiee, to be
tormented for ever and ever

The Second Conjecture.
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That which is, perhaps, the greatest Effect ofDbeils Wrath seems to be in a manner at
anend and this would make one hope that Beyils timecannot be far from itend It is

in Persecution, that therath of the Devil uses to break forth, with its greafesy. Now
there want not probabilities, that thest Persecutiorintended for the Church of God,
before the Advent of our Lord, has been upon it.ewkve see theecond Woe passing
away, we have a fair signal given unto U#$iat the last slaughter of our Lord's Witnesses
is over;and then what Quickly follows? The next thingTifie Kingdoms of this World,
are become the Kingdoms of Our Lord, and of Hisisgghiand thendown goes the
Kingdom of the Devil, so that he cannot any memne downupon us. Now, the
Irrecoverable and Irretrievable Humiliations thatva lately befallen th&urkish Power
are but so many Declarations of tecond Woe passing awaynd the dealings of God
with the European parts of the world, at this day, do further sttéeg this our
expectation. Welo see,at this hour a great Earth-quake all Europe avand weshall
see, that thigreat Earth-quakeand these great Commotions, will but contributtouhe
advancement of our Lords hitherto-depressed IrteréBs also to be remark'd that, a
disposition to recognize tiempireof God over th&€onsciencef man, does now prevail
more in the world than formerly; and God from ornghlimore touches the Hearts of
Princes and Rulers with an averseness to PersecUlis particularly the unspeakable
happiness of the English Nation, to be under tflednces of that excellent Queen, who
could say)n as much as a man cannot make himself believé kéhwill, why should we
Persecute men for not believing as we do! | wisbuld see all good men of one mind;
but in the mean time | pray, let them however lome anotherWords worthy to be
written in Letters of Gold! and bys the more to be considered, because to or@uo$
did that royal Person express Her self so excéflesd obligingly. When the late King
Jamespublished his Declaration faciberty of Consciencea worthy Divine in the
Church ofEngland then studying th&evelation saw cause upoRevelationalGrounds,

to declare himself in such words as th&§batsoever others may intend or design by this
Liberty of Conscience, | cannot believe, that it ever be recalled irEngland,as long
as the World standsAnd you know how miraculously thEarth-quakewhich then
immediately came upon the Kingdom, has establistimad Liberty! But that which
exceeds all the tendencies this way, is, the disggen of God at this Day, towards the
blessedVaudois Those renownedNaldenses which were a sort oRoot unto all
Protestant Churches, were never dissipated, bthallPersecutions of many Ages, till
within these few years, thErench King and the Duke ofSavoyleagued for their
dissipation. But jusThree years and a half afténe scatteringof that holy people, to the
surprise of all the WorldSpirit of life from Gods come into them; and having with a
thousand Miracles repossessed themselves of thiééna Seats, their hd®ersecutoris
become their gredrotector Whereupon the reflection of the worthy persoiat thrites
the story is,The Churches oPiemont,being the Root of the Protestant Churches, they
have been the first established; the Churches loéroplaces, being but the Branches,
shall be established in due time, God will delitregm speedily, He has already delivered
the Mother, and He will not long leave the Daughtehind: He will finish what he has
gloriously begun!

The Third Conjecture.
There is alittle room for hope, that thereat wrath of the Devil, will not prove the
present ruine of our poddew-Englandin particular. | believe, there never was a poor

Plantation, more pursued by theath of theDevil, than our pooNew-Englandand that
which makes our condition very much the more dejlitar is, that thevrath of thegreat
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God Himself, at the same time also presses hard upoit was a rousinglarm to the
Devil, when a great Company of Englistrotestantsand Puritang came to erect
Evangelical Churches, in a corner of the World, ieghbe had reign'd without any
controul for many Ages; and it is a vexilye-soreto the Devil, that our Lord Christ
should be known, and own'd, and preached inhbigling WildernessWherefor he has
left no Stone unturnedhat so he might undermine his Plantation, amdefais out of our
Country.

First, The IndiarPowawes used all their Sorceries to molest the first Bles1here; but
God said unto themJouch them notThen, Seducing Spiritscame toroot in this
Vineyard, but God so rated them off, that they hawt prevail'd much farther than the
Edges of our Land. After this, we have had a camtiblastupon some of our principal
Grain, annually diminishing a vast part of oordinary Food Herewithal, wasting
Sicknessesespecially Burning and Mortal Agues, have Shet Arrows of Death in at
our Windows. Next, we have had many Adversarie®wfown Language, who have
been perpetually assaying to deprive us of thfrsglish Libertiesin the encouragement
whereof these Territories have been settled. Asisfhad not been enough; Thawnies
among whom we came, have watered our Soil withBllbed of many Hundreds of our
Inhabitants. Desolatingires also have many times laid the chief Treasure efvthole
Province in Ashes. As fotossesby Sea,they have been multiply'd upon us: and
particularly in the preserirench War the whole English Nation have observ'd that no
part of the Nation has proportionably had so mamgsséls taken, as our poor
New-EnglandBesides all which, now at last the Devils ard (riay so speak Person
come down upon us with suchVérath, as is justlymuch and will quickly bemore the
Astonishment of the World. Alas, | may sigh oteis Wilderness, aMosesdid overhis,

in Psal. 90.7, 9We are consumed by thine Anger, and by thy Wratarev¢roubled: All
our days are passed away in thy Wraftmd | may add this unto ifThe Wrath of the
Devil too has been troubling and spending of uispat days.

But what will become of this poddew-Englandafter all? Shall we sink, expire, perish,
before theshort timeof the Devil shall be finished? | must confessafliwvhen | consider
the lamentabldJnfruitfulnessof men, among us, under as powerful and perspguou
Dispensations of the Gospel, as are in the World;when | consider the declining state
of the Power of Godlinessn our Churches, with the most horrible Indispositthat
perhaps ever was, to recover out of this declensicannot buFear lest it comes to this,
and lest anAsiatic Removal of Candlesticks come upon us. But uponesather
Accounts, | would fairhopeotherwise; and | will givgroutherefore the opportunity to try
what Inferences may be drawn from these probalugrfeistications.

| say,First, That surelyAmerica'sFate, must at the long run includew-Englandsn it.
What was the design of our God, in bringing ovemsany Europseanshither of later
years? Of what use or state wAlinericabe, when th&ingdom of Godshall come? If it
must all be the Devils propriety, while tbaved Nation®f the other Heemisphere shall
be Walking in the Light of the New Jerusale®ur New-Englandhas then, 'tis likely,
done all that it was erected for. But if God haveugpose to make here a seat for any of
those glorious things which are spoken of theeh@u tCity of Gogdthen even thou®
New-Englandart within a very little while of better days thaver yet have dawn'd upon
thee.

| say, Secondly That tho' there be verjhreatningSymptoms orAmerica yet there are
somehopefulones. | confess, when one thinks upon the cryiadp&ities with which the
most of thosdcuropaeanghat have Peopled this New world, became the Masteit; it
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looks butOminously When one also thinks how much the way of livingriany parts of
America is utterly inconsistent with the very EssentiadChristianity, yea, how much
Injury and Violence is therein done lumanityit self; it is enough to damp the Hopes of
the most Sanguine Complexion. And tfr@wn of Heaven which has hitherto been upon
Attempts of better Gospellizing the Plantationspsidered, will but increase thizamp
Nevertheless, on the other side, what shall be shall the Promises Thatour Lord
Jesus Christ shall have the uttermost parts ofaeh for his Possessiorehd of all the
Prophecies ThatAll the ends of the Earth shall remember and tuntouhe Lord?Or
does it lookagreeably That such a rich quarter of the World, equalamse regards to all
the rest, should never be out of evils hands, from the first Inhabitation unto the last
Dissolution of it? No sure; why may not tHast be the first? and theSun of
Righteousnessome to shinérightest in Climates which it rosktestupon!

| say, Thirdly, Thatas it fares withOld England so it will be most likely to fare with
New-England For which cause, by the way, there may be moth@Divine Favour in
the present Circumstances of our dependencEnmgiand than we are well aware of.
This is very sure, if mattergo ill with our Mother, her poor Americaibaughterhere,
must feel it; nor could our former Happy Settlembkave hindred our sympathy in that
Unhappiness. But if mattego Wellin the Three Kingdoms; as long as God shall bless
the English Nation, with Rulers that shall encoer&ety, Honesty Industry, in their
Subjects, and that shall cast a Benign Aspect dipernterests of our Glorious Gospel,
Abroadas well as atlome so long,New-Englandwill at least keep its head above water:
and so much the more, for our comfortable Settlénmesuch a Form as we are now cast
into. Unless there should be any singular, desimyiopical Plagues whereby an
offended God should at last makeRise But, Alas, O Lord, what other Hive hast thou
provided for us!

| say, Fourthly, That theElder Englandwill certainly and speedily be Visited with the
ancient loving kindnessf God. When one sees, how strangely the Curseiodoshua
has fallen upon the Persons and Houses of thenhaivatattempted the Rebuilding of the
Old RomishJerichg which has there been so far demolished, theyatdmut say, That
the Reformationthere, shall not only be maintained, but also yens proceeded,
perfected; and that God will shortly there havhlew JerusalemOr, Let a Man in his
thoughts run over but the series of amazing Provée towards the English Nation for
the lastThirty Years Let him reflect, how manflots for the ruine of the Nation, have
been strangely discovered? yea, how very unaccblynf@ose veryPersons yea, | may
also say, and those veMethodswhich were intended for the tools of that ruinayé
become the instruments or occasions of Deliveréhgeman cannot but say upon these
Reflections, as the Wife dflanoahonce prudently expressed her sHlthe Lord were
pleased to have Destroyed us, He would not hawe'dhes all these thing$ndeed, It is
not unlikely, that the Enemies of the English Nafimay yet provoke such&hakeunto

it, as may perhaps exceed any that has hitherto bedergone: the Lord prevent the
Machinations of his Adversaries! But thaettakewill usher in the mosglorious Times
that ever arose upon the Englislorizon As for theFrench Cloud which hangs over
England tho' it be like to Rain showers Btood upon a Nation, where ti&ood of the
Blessed Jesus has been too much treated amholy Thing yet | believe God will
shortly scatter it: and my belief is grounded uporbottom that will bear it. If that
overgrownFrench Leviatharshould accomplish any thing like a ConquesEafland
what could there be to hinder him from the UniveEsapire of theWes? But theVisions

of the Western World, in th&iews both of Daniel and of John do assure us, that
whatever Monarch, shall while tHeapacycontinues go to swallow up theen Kings
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which receivedheir Powerupon the Fall of the Western Empire, he must nnargda the
Attempt. TheFrench Phaetongpitaph seems written in th&ure Word of Prophecy

[Since the making of this Conjecture, there arevdrunto us, the News of a Victory
obtain'd by theEnglish over theFrench which further confirms our Conjecture; and
causes us to singharaohs Chariots, and his Hosts, has the Lord dastn into the Sea;
Thy right-hand has dashed in pieces the Engmy!

Now, In the Salvation oEngland, the Plantations cannot Rejoyce andNew-England
also will be Glad

But so much for ourCorollaries | hasten to the main thing designed for your
entertainment. And that is,

AN HORTATORY AND NECESSARY ADDRESS,
TO A COUNTRY NOW EXTRAORDINARILY ALARUM'D
BY THE WRATH OF THE DEVIL.
TIS THIS,

et us now make a good and a right use of the pimgglescentwvhich theDevil in

Great Wrathis at this day making upon our Land. Upon the Dedta Great Man
once, an Orator call'd the Town together, crying, @oncurrite Cives, Dilapsa sunt
vestra Mcenialthat is,Come together, Neighbours, your Town-Walls aresfallown!
But such is the descent of the Devil at this dagrupur selves, that | may truly tell you,
The Walls of the whole World are broken dowiifle usualWalls of defence about
mankind have such a Gap made in them, that the @ewls are broke in upon us, to
seduce th&ouls torment theBodies sully theCredits and consume thEstatesof our
Neighbours, with Impressions both @al and adurious, as if thelnvisible World were
becomingincarnate on purpose for the vexing of us. And what usehbuwpw to be
made of so tremendous a dispensation? We are ehgagd-astthis day; but shall we
try to fetchMeat out of the Eateland make theion to afford soméHonyfor ourSoul®

That the Devil icome down unto us with great Wratte find, we feel, we now deplore.
In many ways, for many years hath the Devil beesaying to Extirpate the Kingdom of
our Lord Jesus herdlew-Englandmay complain of the Devil, as Psal. 129.1, 2Many

a time have they afflicted me, from my Youth, Mew-Englandnow say; many a time
have they afflicted me from my Youth; yet they mteprevailed against m&ut now
there is a more than ordinaaffliction, with which theDevil is Galling of us: and such an
one as is indeed Unparallelable. The things coatebyWitches and the things endured
by Others laid together, amount unto this account of Affliction. TheDevil, Exhibiting
himself ordinarily as a smaBlack man has decoy'd a fearful knot of proud, froward,
ignorant, envious and malicious creatures, toth#mselves in his horrid Service, by
entring their Names in Bookby him tendred unto them. Thedatches whereof above a
Score have nowonfessed, and shown their Deedsd some are now tormented by the
Devils, for Confessing have met in HellislRandezvouzesvherein the Confessors do
say, they have had their diabolical Sacramentdating theBaptismand theSupperof
our Lord. In these hellish meetings, these Mongterse associated themselves to do no
less a thing thanfo destroy the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christhigse parts of the
World; and in order hereunto, First they each of themehidneir Spectres or Devils,
commission'd by them, & representing of them, totle Engines of their Malice. By
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these wickedSpectresthey seize poor people about the Country, wittous & bloudy
Torments and of those evidently Preternatural tormentsetlage some have dy'd. They
have bewitched some, even so far as to n@dédestroyersand others are in many
Towns here and there languishing under tB®it hands The people thus afflicted, are
miserably scratched and bitten, so that the Marisrest visible to all the World, but the
causes utterly invisible; and the same Invisibledsudo most visibly stick Pins into the
bodies of the afflicted, andcale them, and hideously distort, and disjoint all thei
members, besides a thousand other sorts of Pléagyesd these of any natural diseases
which they give unto them. Yea, they sometimes dieg poor people out of their
chambers, and carry them over Trees and Hillsgifcers miles together. A large part of
the persons tortured by these Diaboli@&bectres are horribly tempted by them,
sometimes with fair promises, and sometimes witldl llareatnings, but always with felt
miseries, to sign thBevils Lawsin a Spectral Book laid before them; which twaloee

of these poor Sufferers, being by their tiresomiéesngs overcome to do, they have
immediately been released from all their miseried they appear'd iSpectrethen to
Torture those that were before their Fellow-SuffereThe Witches which by their
covenant with the Devil, are become OwnersSpectresare oftentimes by their own
Spectresequired and compelled to give their consentttiermolestation of some, which
they had no mind otherwise to fall upon; and caegredations are then made upon the
Vicinage. In the Prosecution of these Witchcradtapng a thousand other unaccountable
things, theSpectreshave an odd faculty of cloathing the most sub&hand corporeal
Instruments of Torture, with Invisibility, while ¢hwounds thereby given have been the
most palpable things in the World; so that the &weffs assaulted with Instruments of
Iron, wholly unseen to the standers by, thoughthtor cost, seen by themselves, have,
upon snatching, wrested the Instruments out oSgectredrands, and every one has then
immediately not onlybeheld but handled an Iron Instrument taken by a Devil from a
Neighbour. These wickefpectredave proceeded so far, as to steal several geantit
Mony from divers people, part of which Money, hbsfore sufficient Spectators, been
dropt out of the Air into the Hands of the Suffesterhile theSpectreshave been urging
them to subscribe theil€ovenant with Deathin such extravagant ways have these
Wretches propounded, tilagooningof as many as they can, in their own Combination,
and theDestroyingof others, with lingring, spreading, deadly digsadill our Countrey
should at last become too hot for us. Among thesBhdnstances of theuccessvhich
those Bloody Witches have had, we have seen evew s their own Children, so
dedicated unto the Deuvil, that in their Infancyisifound, thdmpshave sucked them, and
rendred them Venemous to a Prodigy. We have also g Devils first batteries upon
the Town, where the first Church of our Lord insti@olony was gathered, producing
those distractions, which have almost ruin'd thesiT.dWVe have seen likewise tRéague
reaching afterwards into other Towns far and ne&ere the Houses of good Men have
the Devils filling of them with terrible Vexations!

This is the Descent, which, it seems, the Devil has made upon us. But that which
makes this Descent the more formidable, is; Mudtitudeandquality of Persons accused
of an interest in thisVitchcraft by the Efficacy of theSpectreswvhich take their Name
and shape upon them; causing very many good and Msn to fear, That many
innocenf yea, and someertuouspersons, are by the Devils in this matter, impagsoh;
That the Devils have obtain'd the power, to takéham the likeness of harmless people,
and in that likeness to afflict other people, artsb abused by Praestigidbeemonsthat
upon their look or touch, the afflicted shall belyoaffected. Arguments from the
Providence of Godon the one side, and from dDharity towardsMan on the other side,
have made this now to become a most agitated Gargie among us. There is Agony
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produced in the Minds of Men, lest the Devil shosithm us witlDevices of perhaps a
finer Thred, than was ever yet practised upon tlweldV The whole business is become
hereupon sdSnarled and the determination of the Question one wayamuther, so
dismal that our Honourable Judges have a RoomJ&droshaphat'€xclamation,We
know not what to doThey have used, as Judges have heretofore domé&ptrctral
Evidencesto introduce their further Enquiries into thvesof the persons accused; and
they have thereupon, by the wonderful Providenc&ofl, been so strengthened with
other evidenceghat some of th&Vitch Ganghave been fairly Executed. But what shall
be done, as to those against whom ekiglenceis chiefly founded in thelark world?
Here they do solemnly demand our Addresses té&ditieer of Lightson their behalf. But
in the mean time, the Devil improves tharknessof this Affair, to push us into Blind
Mans Buffetand we are even ready to &@fully, yea, hotly, and madly, mauling one
another in thelark.

The consequence of these things, evawgsiderateMan trembles at; and the more,
because the frequent cheats of Passion, and Rudwmprgecipitate so many, that | wish |
could say, The most weoensiderate

But that which carries on the formidableness of Tuals, unto that which may be called,
A wrath unto the uttermagsts this: It is not without thevrath of the Almighty God
himself, that theDevil is permitted thus to come down upon usvirath. It was said, in
Isa. 9.19.Through the wrath of the Lord of Hosts, the Landi@gskned.Our Land is
darknedindeed; since thBowers of Darknesare turned in upon us: 'tisdark time yea

a black night indeed, now thie/-dogsof the Pit are abroad among us: buis through
the wrath of the Lord of Hostshasmuch as thEire-brandsof Hell it self are used for
the scorching of us, with cause enough may we oty What means the heat of this
anger?Blessed Lord! Are all the other Instruments of thgngeance, too good for the
chastisement of such transgressors as we are?tMuseryDevils be sent out of heir
own placeto be our Troublers: Must we be lash'd witorpions fetch'd from thePlace
of Tormen? Must this Wildernessbe made a Receptacle for tiragons of the
Wildernes® If a Lapland should nourish in it vast numbers, the successbithe old
Biarmi, who can with looks or words bewitch other peoplesell Winds to Marriners,
and have theiFamiliar Spiritswhich they bequeath to their Children when they dnd
by their Enchanted Kettle-Drums can learn thingeeda Thousand Leagues off; If a
Swedelanghould afford a Village, where some scores of ldagtay not only have their
Meetings withFamiliar Spirits but also by their Enchantments drag many scdrpsar
children out of their Bed-chambers, to be spoiléedh@se Meetings; This, were not
altogether a matter of so much wonder! But thew-Englandshould this way be
harassed! They are nGhaldeansthatBitter and Hasty Nationbut they areBitter and
Burning Devils They are noSwarthy Indiansbut they ar&ooty Devilsthat are let loose
upon us. Ah, PooNew-Englantl Must the plague ofOld Agyptcome upon thee?
Whereof we read iPsal. 78.49He cast upon them the fierceness of his Anger, Mvrat
and Indignation, and Trouble, by sending Evil Asgamong themwWhat, O what must
next be looked for? Must that which is there nexntroned, be next encountered@
spared not their soul from death, but gave thde bver to the PestilencEor my part,
when | consider whaMelancthonsays, in one of his Epistle$hat these Diabolical
Spectacles are often Prodigieand when | consider, how often people have been by
Spectrescalled upon, just before their Deaths; | am vesdlyaid, lest some wasting
Mortality be among the things, which this Plague is Baogerunner of. | pray God
prevent it!
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But now,What shall we do?

l. Let the Devilscoming downin great wrathupon us, cause us tmme downn great
grief before the Lord. We may truly and sadly A are brought very low!ow indeed,
when the Serpents of the dust, are crawling antingpgbout us, and Insulting over us.
May we not sayWe are in the very belly of HelvhenHell it self is feeding upon us?
But how Low is that! O let us then most penitently lay ouwveslveryLow before the
God of Heaven, who has thus Abased us. When a [Bridderg, aDevil of a Man, was
turned in upon the World, it was said,lirPet. 5.6 Humble your selves under the mighty
hand of GodHow much more now ought we twmble our selvesinder thatMighty
Hand of that God who indeed has tBevil in a Chain, but has horribly lengthened out
the Chain When the old people of God heard aByasphemies tearing of his
Ever-Blessed Name to pieces, they wer®émd their Cloathat what they heard. | am
sure that we have causeRend our Heartshis Day, when we see what an High Treason
has been committed against the most high God,éy\uitchcrafts in our Neighbourhood.
We may say; and shall we not beambledwhen we say it®e have seen an horrible
thing done in our LandO 'tis a most humbling thing, to think, that etleere should be
such an abomination among us, as for a crue of hamace, to renounce théitaker,
and to unite with th®evil, for the troubling of mankind, and for People & Kas is by
some confess'dBaptizedby aFiend using this form upon thenihou art mine, and |
have a full power over theafterwards communicating in an HelliBheadandWing by
that Fiend administred unto them. It was saideut. 18.10, 11, 12There shall not be
found among you an Inchanter, or a Witch, or a @har, or a Consulter with Familiar
Spirits, or a Wizzard, or a Necromancer; For alatido these things are an Abomination
to the Lord, and because of these Abominationslthd thy God doth drive them out
before theeThatNew-Englanchow should have theggominationsn it, yea, that some
of no mearProfession should be found guilty of them: Alas, whatmiliationsare we
all hereby oblig'd unto? O 'tis @efiled Land wherein we live; Let us be humbled for
theseDefiling Abominationslest we be driven out of our Land. It's a veamblingthing

to think, what reproaches will be cast upon usties matter, amon@he Daughters of
the Philistines Indeed, enough might easily be said for the watibon ofthis Country
from the Singularity of this matter, by ripping up, what has been disced inothers
Great Brittainalone, and this also in our days@featest Lighthas had that in it, which
may divert the Calumnies of an ill-natured Worlehnh centring here. They are words of
the Devout BishofHall, Satans prevalency in this Age, is most clear inrtfavellous
Number of Witches, abounding in all places. Now ditads are discovered in one Shire;
and, if Fame Deceives us not, in a Village of Feent Houses in the North, are found so
many of this Damned Brood. Yea, and those of bekess who have Professed much
Knowledge, Holiness, and Devotion, are drawn iftic Damnable Practicel. suppose
the Doctor in the first of those Passages, may tefevhat happened in the Year 1645.
When so many Vassals of the Devil were Detecteat, tiiere werelhirty try'd at one
time, whereas abodiburteenwere Hang'd, and an Hundred more detained in tiseri®

of SuffolkandEssex Among other things which many of these Acknowkegigone was,
That they were to undergo certdunishmentsif they did not such and sudfurts, as
were appointed them. And, among the rest that wesr Executed, there was an Old
Parson, called.owis who confessed, That he had a coupldngbs whereofone was
always putting him upon the doing of Mischief; Onpaeticularly, thatmp calling for his
Consent so to do, went immediately and Sun®h@ then under Sail. | pray, let not
New-Englandbecome of an Unsavoury and a Sulphurous Reseniméiné Opinion of
the World abroad, for the Doleful things which aev fallen out among us, while there
are suchHistories of other places abroad in the World. Neverthelessn sure thatve,
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the People oNew-England have cause enough Humble our selves under our most
Humbling Circumstances. We must no more Haughty, because of the Lords Holy
Mountain among ysNo it becomes us rather to bdéumble, because we have been such
an Habitation of Unholy Devils

Il. Since the Devil ixome down in great wratbpon us, let not us in ogreat wrath
against one another providé.adgingfor him. It was a most wholesome cautionEjph.
4.26, 27 Let not the Sun go down upon your wrath: Neithgegilace to the Devillhe
Devil is come down to see wh@uarterhe shall find among us: And if his coming down,
do now fill us withwrath against one another, and if between the causee@ufferers
on one hand, and the cause of $hespectedn t'other, we carry things to such extreams
of Passionas are now gaining upon us, the Devil will Blessigelf, to find such a
convenientLodging as we shall therein afford unto him. And it maythat thewrath
which we have had against one another has had tharea little influence upon the
coming down of the Devil in thatrath which now amazes us. Have not many of us been
Devils one unto another for Slanderings, for Backbitinfgs, Animosities? Forthis,
among other causes, perhaps, God has permittddetits to be worrying, as they now
are, among us. But it is high time to leave off Rdvilism when theDevil himself is
falling upon us: And it is10 timefor us to be Censuring and Reviling one anothéh &
Devilish wrath when thewrath of theDevil is annoying of us. The way for us to out-wit
the Deuvil, in theWileswith which he nowexesus, would be for us to joyn as one man
in our cries to God, for the Directing, and Issuofghis Thorny Business; but if we do
not Lift up our Hands to Heavemithout Wrath we cannot then do without Doubt of
speeding in it. | am ashamed when | read Frenchhakat giving this Character of
Englishmen [ls se haissent Les uns les autres, & sont en Divi€ontinuelle. They
hate one another, and are always Quarrelling onéhvanother.And | shall be much
more ashamed, if it become the CharacteXeiv-Englanderswhich is indeed what the
Devil would have.Satanwould make usruise one another, by breaking of tiReace
among us; but O let us disappoint him. We read tbireg that sometimes happens to the
Devil, when he is foaming with hM/rath, in Mar. 12.43.The unclean Spirit seeks rest,
and finds noneBut we giverest unto the Devil, bywrath one against another. If we
would lay aside all fierceness, and keenness,andtbputes which the Devil has raised
among us; and if we would use to one another nanghe soft Answers, which turn
away wrath | should hope that we might light upon such Cealssas would quickly
Extricate us out of ouLabyrinths But the oldincendiary of the world, is come from
Hell, with Sparksof Hell-Fire flashing on every side of him; and weke our selves
Tynderto the Sparks. When the Emperdienry Ill. kept the Feast oPentecostat the
City Mentz there arose a dissension among some of the pduglke, which came from
words to blows, and at last it passed on to theldihg of Blood. After the Tumult was
over, when they came to that clause in their Dewsti Thou hast made this day
Glorious; the Devil to the unexpressible Terrour of thatt\vessembly, made the Temple
Ring with that OutcryBut | have made this Day Quarrelsonwk are truly come into a
day, which by being well managed might be v@tgrious, for the exterminating of those
Accursed thingswhich have hitherto been the Clogs of our Pragpdout if we make
this dayQuarrelsomethro' anyRaging ConfidencesAlas, O Lord,my Flesh Trembles
for Fear of thee, and | am afraid of thy Judgmeiisasmus among other Historians,
tells us, that at a Town @ermany a Witch or Devil, appeared on the Top of a Chiymne
Threatning to set the Town diire: And at length, Scattering a Pot of Ashes abrtael,
Town was presently and horribly Burnt unto the GubuMethinks, | see th8pectres
from the Top of the Chimneys to the Northward, #tineng to scatteFire, about the
Countrey; but let us quench thaite, by the most amicable Correspondencies: Lest, as
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the Spectreshave, they say, already most Literally burnt saheur Dwellings there do
come forth a furtheFire from theBramblesof Hell, which may more terriblipevourus.
Let us not be like droubled Housgaltho' we are so much haunted by Erewvils Let our
Long sufferingoe a well-placed piece éfrmour, about us, against th@ery Darts of the
wicked ones. History informs us, That so long ag®the year, 858, a certain Pestilent
and Malignant sort of Baemon molestedCaumontin Germanywith all sorts of methods
to stir up strife among the Citizens. He utteredpPecies, he detected Villanies, he
branded people with all kind of Infamies. He incmhshe Neighbourhood against one
Man particularly, as the cause of all the mischiafso yet proved himself innocent. He
threw stones at the Inhabitants, and at lengthtlibheir Habitations, till the Commission
of theDaemonrcould go no further. | say, Let us be well awast suctbeemonsio Come
hither also

lll. Inasmuch as the Devil is come downGneat Wrath we had need Labour, with all
the Care and Speed we can to Divert@neat Wrathof Heaven from coming at the same
time upon us. The God of Heaven has with long and Admonitions, been calling us to
a Reformation of our Provoking Evilas the only way to avoid th¥frath of His, which
does not onlyrhreatenbut Consumeus. 'Tis because we have been Deaf to tizks
that we are now by a provoked God, laid open tdAinath of the Devil himself. It is said
in Pr. 16.17.When a mans ways please the Lord, he maketh esdinkmies to be at
peace with himThe Devil is our gran@&Enemy and tho' we would not be at peagith
him, yet we would be at peace from him, that is,weild have him unable to disquiet
our peace But inasmuch as therath which we endure from thiSnemy will allow us no
peace we may be sur@ur ways have not pleased the Loitds because we haveoken
the hedgeof GodsPreceptsthat the hedge of God&ovidenceis not so entire as it uses
to be about us; buserpentsare biting of us. O let us then set our selves to make our
peacewith our God, whom we hawdispleasedy our iniquities: and let us not imagine
that we can encounter therath of the Devil, while there is thé/rath of God Almighty
to set that Mastiff upon us.HRORMATION! REFORMATION! has been the repeat€uly of
all the Judgments that have hitherto been upobesause we have beendeaf Adders
thereunto, théddersof the Infernal Pit are now hissing about us. &itdth, as it was of
old said,Luke 16.30If one went unto them from the dead, they will épeven so, there
are some come unto us from bamned The great God has loosed the Bars of the Pit, so
that many damned Spiritsare come in among us, to make tepent of our
Misdemeanours. The means which the Lord had fogmesriploy'd for ourawakening
were such, that he might well have saihat could | have done mor@nd yet after all,
he has donenoreg in some regards, than was ever done for the avirdgt@f any People
in the World. The things now done to awaken our Utimes after oumprovoking Evils
and our endeavours to Reform those Evils, are raggtordinary things; for which
cause | would freely speak it, if we now do not s@rtraordinarythings in returning to
God; we are the mostcurable and | wish it be not quickly said, the maesiserable
People under the Sun. Believe me, 'tis a time fibr paople to do something
extraordinary, in searching and trying of their véayand in turning to the Lordt is at an
extraordinaryrate of Circumspectiorand Spiritual mindednesghat we should all now
maintain awalk with God At such a time as this ougMagistratesto do something
extraordinaryin promoting of what is laudable, and in restnaghand chastising divil
Doers At such a time as this oughtinistersto do somethingxtraordinaryin pulling
the Souls of men out of ténaresof the Devil, not only by publick Preaching, but b
personal Visits and Counsefspm house to housét such a time as this ougBhurches
to do somethingxtraordinary in renewingof their Covenants, and nemembring and
reviving the Obligations of what they have renewed. Sommiradble Designs about the
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Reformationof Manners, have lately been on foot in the Eighstion, in pursuance of
the most excellent Admonitions which have been wjife it, by the Letters of Their
Majesties. Besides the vigorous Agreements of lbsticeshere and there in the
Kingdom, assisted by godly Gentlemen and Informéos,Execute theLaws upon
prophane Offenders; there has been start€doaosalfor the well-affected people in
every Parish, to enter into ordeiBpocieties whereof every Member shall bind himself,
not only toavoid Prophaneness in himself, but also according untheir Place, to do
their utmost in firsReproving and, if it must be so, thefxposing and saPunishing as
the Law directs, for others that shall be guiltyh&s been observed, that the English
Nation has had some of its greatest Successes,sgmo@ special and signattionsthis
way; and a discouragement given under Legal Praogedf this kind, must needs be
very exercising to theWise that observe these thingBut, O why should not
New-Englandbe the most forward part of the English Nationsurch Reformation3
Methinks | hear the Lord from Heaven saying overQghat my People had hearkened
unto me; then | should soon have subdued the Deslsvell as their other Enemies!
There have been some feeble Essays towRefisrmationof late in ourChurches but, |
pray what comes of them? Do we stay till 8termof hisWrath be over? Nay, let us be
doing what we can, as fast as we can, to divertStioem The Devils having broke in
upon our World, there is great askiMgho is it that has brought them idhd many do
by SpectralExhibitions come to bery'd outupon. | hope in Gods time it will be found,
that among those that are tharg'd outupon, there are persons ydear from the great
Transgressionbut indeed, all th&nreformedamong us, may justly bey'd outupon, as
having too much of an hand in letting of the Dewuii® our Borders; 'tisur Worldliness,
our Formality,our Sensuality, andur Iniquity that has help'd this letting of the Devih.

O let us then at lastonsider our waysTis a strange passage recorded by Gdark in
the Life of his Father, That the People of his gtarrefusing to be Reclaimed from their
Sabbath breakingoy all the zealous Testimonies which that goodhMare against it; at
last, on a night after the people had retired héroi a Revelling Prophanation of the
Lords Day there was heard a great Noise, with rattling lodi@s up and down the Town,
and an horrid Scent of Brimstone fill'd the Neighbdwod. Upon which theyuilty
Consciencesf the Wretches told them, the Devil was comeetolf them away; and it so
terrifi'd them, that an Emineeformatiorfollow'd the Sermons which that Man of God
Preached thereupon. Behold, Sinners, beholdarmdier lest youperish the veryDevils
are walking about our Streets, with lengthe@tdhing making a dreadful Noise in our
Ears, andBrimstoneeven without a Metaphor, is making an hellish aodid stench in
our Nostrils. | pray leave off all those things wé@ yourguilty Consciencemay now
accuse you, lest these Devils do yet more direfiallyupon you.Reformationis at this
time our onlyPreservation

IV. When the Devil is come down great Wrath let everygreat Vicewhich may have a
more particular tendency to make us a Prey untbWhrath come into a due discredit
with us. It is the general Concession of all mehpvare not become tddnreasonable
for common Conversation, that the Invitation Wftchcraftsis the thing that has now
introduced the Devil into the midst of us. | sagrhlet not only alWitchcraftsbe duly
abominated with us, but also let us be duly watclafgainst all theStepsleading
thereunto. There are lesseorcerieswhich they say, are too frequent in our Land. fAs i
was said in2 King. 17.9.The Children ofisraeldid secretly those things that were not
right, against the Lord their Go&o 'tis to be feared, the ChildrenNéw-Englandhave
secretlydone many things that have been pleasing to thaél.Odey say, that in some
Towns it has been an usual thing for People to Eumgs withSpells or to use detestable
Conjurations, withSievesKeys andPease andNails, andHorse-shoesand | know not

54 of 146 10/1/2010 10:37 Al



The Project Gutenberg e-Book of The Wonders otrhissible World, b... http://mww.gutenberg.org/file8513/28513-h/28513-h.h

55 of 146

what other Implements, to learn the things for Wwhtbey have a forbidden, and an
impiousCuriosity. 'Tis in the Devils Name, that such things areed@nd in Gods Name

| do this day charge them, as vile Impieties. Bgsth Courses 'tis, that People play upon
The Hole of the Asiill that cruelly venemoufsphas pull'd many of them into the deep
Hole of Witchcratftit self. It has been acknowledged by some who lsawvd the deepest
into thishorrible Pit, that they began at these lititchcrafts on which 'tis pity but the
Laws of the English Nation, whereby the incorrigilbépetition of thos@&ricks is made
Felony, were severely Executed. From the like sinflriosity it is, that the
Prognostications ofludicial Astrology are so injudiciously regarded by multitudes
among us; and altho' the JugliAgtrologersdo scarce ever hit right, except it be in such
Weighty Judgmentgorsooth, as that mar®ld Menwill die such a year, and that there
will be manyLossedelt by some that venture to Sea, and that thelidoe muchLying
andCheatingin the World; yet their foolish Admirers will ndde perswaded but that the
InnocentStarshave been concern'd in these Events. It is aatisgio the English Nation,
that the Pamphlets of such idle, futil, trifli®largazersare so much considered; and the
Countenance hereby given to a Study, wherein gtddss done bympulse if any thing

be done to any purpose at all, is not a littlelfmars to the Souls of Men. It ig (Sciencel
dare not call it, but) duggle whereof the Learnelall well says|t is presumptuous and
unwarrantable, and cry'd ever down by Councils &athers, as unlawful, as that which
lies in the mid-way between Magick and Impostune, partakes not a little of botiMen
consult the Aspects of Planets, whose Northern outt®&rn motions receive
denominations from &eaelestial Dragontill the Infernal Dragonat length insinuate into
them, with aPoisonof Witchcraftthat can't be cured. Has there not also been &l wbr
discontentin our Borders? 'Tis no wonder, that fiery Serpentsare so Stinging of us;
We have been a mo#&turmuring Generationlt is not Irrational, to ascribe the late
Stupendious growth oWitches among us, partly to the bittediscontents which
Affliction and Poverty has filld us with: it is aonceivable, what advantage the Devil
gains over men, bgiscontentMoreover, the Sin diinbeliefmay be reckoned as perhaps
the chiefCrime of our Land. We are told;od swears in wrath, against them that believe
not; and what follows then but thiFhat the Devil comes unto them in wratN@ver
were the offers of th&ospe] more freely tendered, or more basely despisedngrany
People under the whole Cope of Heaven, than inlNhEs. Seems it at all marvellous unto
us, that theDevil should get such footing in our Country? Why, ltecause th&aviour
has been slighted here, perhaps more than any wheeeBlessed Lord Jesus Christ has
been profering to usGrace, and Glory, and every good thjre;md been alluring of us to
Accept of Him, with such Terms as thesmdone Sinner, | am All; Art thou willing that

| should be thy All'But, as a proof of that Contempt which this Unéfehas cast upon
these proffers, | would seriously ask of the so yndaondreds above a Thousand People
within these Walls; which of you all, O how few ydu, can indeed saghrist is mine,
and | am his, and he is the Beloved of my Sow®aduld only say thus much: When the
precious and glorious Jesus, is Entreating of UeimeiveHim, in all His Offices with all

His Benefits the Devil minds what Respect we pay unto thatvdely Lord; if weRefuse
Him that speaks from Heavetinen he thatComes from Helldoes with a sort of claim
set in, and cry out.ord, since this Wretch is not willing that thouosikdst have him, |
pray, let me have himAnd thus, by the just vengeance of Heaven, thelecomes a
Master, aPrince, a God, unto the miserable Unbelievers: but O what areynad them
then hurried unto! All of these Evil Things, dodw set before you, éBrandedwith the
Mark of the Devil upon them.

V. With Great Regardwith Great Pity, should we Lay to Heart the Condition of those,
who are cast into Affliction, by th&reat Wrathof the Devil. There is a Number of our
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Good Neighbours, and some of them very particulaoiyed for Goodness and Vertue, of
whom we may sayi.ord, They are vexed with DevilSheir Tortures being primarily
Inflicted on theirSpirits, may indeed cause the Impressions thereof upanBbelies to

be the les®urable tho' rather the mor8ensible but they Endure Horrible Things, and
many have been actually Murdered. Ha&dnsuresnow bestow'd upon these poor
Sufferers, cannot but be very Displeasing untoLaud, who, as He said, about some that
had been Butchered byRalate, in Luc. 13.2, 3Think ye that these were Sinners above
others, because they suffered such Things? | eellNo, But except ye Repent, ye shall
all likewise PerishEven so, he now saybhink ye that they who now suffer by the Deuvil,
have been greater Sinners than their NeighboiNe? Do you Repent of yowown Sins
Lest the Devil come to fall foul ofou as he has done tbem And if this be so, How
Rasha thing would it be, if such of the poor Sufferaas carry it with a Becoming Piety,
Seriousness, and Humiliation under their preseffeBg, should be unjustiZensured

or have their vergalamityimputed unto them as@rime? It is an easie thing, for us to
fall into the Fault of Adding Affliction to the Afflictedand of,Talking to the Grief of
those that are already woundedor can it be wisdom to slight the Dangers ofhsac
Fault. In the mean time, We have no Bowels in tisya do not Compassionate the
Distressed County dEssexnow crying to all these Colonieldave pity on me, O ye my
Friends, Have pity on me, for the Hand of the Libad Touched me, and the Wrath of the
Devil has been therewithal turned upon rBet indeed, if an heartyity be due to any, |
am sure, the Difficulties which attend our Honoleaudges do demand no
Inconsiderable share in thRity. What a Difficult, what an Arduous Task, have #os
Worthy Personages now upon their Hands? To caeritiife so exactly, that on the one
side, there may be no Innocent Blood Shed, by tseeing &eal for the Children of
Israel; and that on the other side, there may be no &mgilten to those Diabolicalorks

of Darknesswithout the Removal whereof we never shall hBeace or to those~uries
whereof several have killthore peoplgerhaps than would serve to make a Villadie:
Labor, Hoc Opus estD what need have we, to be concerned, that trediaurlsrael,
may not provoke the God of Heaven to leaveDuasids unto a wrong Step, in a matter
of such Consequence, as is now before them! Ouindg#euous, Uncharitable,
Unchristian Reproaching of suéfaithful Men after all, The Prayers and Supplications,
with strong Crying and Tearsvith which we are daily plying the Throne of Geathat
they may be kept, from whahey Fearis none of the way for our preventing of whiég
Fear. Nor all this while, ought ouPity to forget suctAccusednes, as call for indeed our
most Compassionateity, till there be fuller Evidences that they are legsthy of it. If
Satanhave any where maliciously brought upon 8tage those that have hitherto had a
just and good stock of Reputation, for their justl good Living, among us; If thEvil
One have obtained a permission Appear in the Figure of such as we have cause to
think, have hithertdAbstained even from theéAppearance of Evillt is in Truth, such an
Invasion uporMankind as may well Raise an Horror in us all: But, O iMdampassions
are due to such as may come under such Misrepadiesrst, of theGreat AccusérWho

of us can say, what may be shewn in @lassesof the GreatLying Spiri? Altho' the
Usual Providencef God [we praise Him!] keeps us from such a Mshget where have
we anAbsolute Promisethat we shall every one always be kept from i€ |dng as
Charity is bound to Thinkio Evil, it will not Hurt us that ar@rivate Personsto forbear
the Judgmentwhich belongs not unto us. Let it rather be oushVyiMay the Lord help
them to Learn theessonsfor which they are now put unto so hard a School.

VI. With aGreat Zea) we should lay hold on th@ovenantof God, that we may secure
Us andOurs from theGreat Wrath with which the Devil Rages. Let us come into the
Covenant of Graceand then we shall not be hook'd int€avenant with the Deyihor
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be altogether unfurnished with Armour, against Weetches that are in th&ovenant
The way to come under the Saving Influences ofNBe Covenantis, to close with the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the All-sufficieNtediator of it: Let us therefore ddhat, by
Resigning up our selves unto the Saving, Teachand, Ruling Hands of this Blessed
Mediator. Then we shall be, what we readJude 1.Preserved in Christ Jesu$hat is,
as theDestroying Angelcould not meddle with such as had been distilguisby the
Blood of the Passeoveron their Houses: Thus the Blood of the Lord JeGuhsist,
Sprinkled on our Souls, wilPreserveus from the Devil. Th@&irds of prey(and indeed
the Devils most literally in the shape of greirds!) are flying about. Would we find a
Covert from these&/ultures? Let us then Hear our Lord Jesus from Heaven Qiagq
unto us,O that you would be gathered under my wing&ll; When this is done, Then let
us own theCovenantwhich we are now come into, by joining our selt@s Particular
Church walking in the Order of the Gospel; at the doimgereof, according to that
Covenantof God, We give up Our selves unto the Lord, antHim unto One Another.
While others have had their Names Entred inQkgils Book let our Names be found in
the Church Bookand let us b&Vritten among the Living in JerusaleBy no means let,
Church worksink and fail in the midst of us; but let the Ticay Accidents which now
happen, exceedingly Quicken thabrk So many of theRising Generation utterly
forgetting the Errand of our Fathers to build Clnex in this Wilderness, and so many of
our Cottagesbeing allow'd to Live, where they do not, and pgd cannot, wait upon
God with the Churches of His People; 'tis as likaf/ any one thing to procure the
swarmings olWitch craftsamong us. But it becomes us, with a like Ardoarbting our
poor Children with us, as we shall do, when we come our selves, the Covenantof
God. It would break an heart of Stone, to have sedat | have lately seen; Even poor
Children of several Ages, even from seven to twentgre or lessConfessingtheir
Familiarity with Devils; but at the same time, imlBful bitter Lamentations, that made a
little Pourtraiture oHell it self, Expostulating with their execrable Pasgriibr Devoting
them to the Devil in their Infancy, and Emtailing of Devillism upon them! Now, as the
Psalmist could sayMly Zeal hath consumed me, because my Enemies drgettén thy
words: Even so, let the Nefarious wickedness of thoseltage Explicitly dedicated their
Children to the Devil, even with Devilish Symbotsf, such a Dedication, Provoke our
Zealto have our Children, Sincerely, Signally, andrdp€onsecratedinto God; with an
Educationafterwards assuring and confirming that Consemmati

VII. Let ourPrayer go up with great Faith, against the Devil, thames down in great
Wrath. Such is the Antipathy of the Devil to derayer, that he cannot bear to stay long
where much of it is: Indeed it Biaboli Flagellum as well asMiserize Remediuyrihe
Devil will soon be Scourg'd out of the Lord's Temdby awhip, made and used, with the
effectual fervent Prayer of Righteous M&hen the Devil by Afflicting of us, drives us
to our Prayers, he ishe Fool making a Whip for his own Bac®Bur Lord said of the
Devil in Matt. 17.21.This Kind goes not out, but by Prayer and FastiBgt, Prayer and
Fastingwill soon make the Devil be gone. Here @tgarmsindeed! Sacred and Blessed
Charms which the Devil cannot stand before. A Promisé&ofl, being well managed in
the Handsof them that are much upon their Knees, will ssistethe Devil, that he will
Flee from us At every other Weapon the Devils will be too hdod us; theSpiritual
Wickednesses in High Placdmve manifestly the Upper hand of us; (&t Serpentwill

be too old for us, too cunning, too subtil; theylvgioon out wit us, if we think to
Encounter them with anwit of our own. But when we come Rrayers Incessant and
Vehement Prayers before the Lord, there we shall be too hard foenth When
well-directedPrayers that great Artillery of Heaven, are brought inke Field, There
methinks | seeThere are these workers of Iniquity fallen, alttlkém!And who can tell,
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how much the mogDdbscure Christiaramong you all, may do towards the Deliverance of
our Land from the Molestations which the Devil @angiving to us. | have Read, That on
a day of Prayer kept by some good People for atll avPossessed Person, the Devil at
last flew out of the Window, and referring to a [@at; plain, mean Woman then in the
Room, he cry'd outD the Woman behind the Door! 'Tis that Woman tbatels me
away! Thus the Devil that now troubles us, may be foragttiin a while to forsake us;
and it shall be saidide was driven away by the Prayers of some ObscndeRetired
Souls, which the World has taken but little notdde The Great God is about Great
Work at this day among us: Now, there is extream Haast the Devil by Compulsion
must submit to thaGreat Work may also byPermission come to Confound that/ork
both in the Detections of some, and in the Confessbf others, whose Ungodly deeds
may be brought forth, by &reat Workof God; there is great Hazard lest the Devil
intertwist some of his Delusions. 'TIRAYER, | say, 'tis RAYER, that must carry us well
through the strange things that are now upon uf Dat Prayer must then be the Prayer
of Faith: O where is our Faith in him, Wihath spoiled these Principalities and Powers,
on his Cross, Triumphing over them

VIII. Lastly, Shake off, every Soul, shake off treed Yoakof the Devil. Where 'tis said,
The whole World lyes in Wickedned&ss by some of the Ancients rendréidhe whole
World lyes in the DevilThe Devil is a Prince, yea, the Devil is a Godouatl the
Unregenerate; and alas, theré\isvhole World of thenDesolate Sinners, consider what
an horrid Lord it is that you are Enslav'd untod &h shake off your Slavery to such a
Lord. Instead ohim, now make your Choice of the Eternal God in J&Shsst; Chuse
him with a most unalterable Resolution, and unto bay, withThomas My Lord, and
my God!Say with the Church,ord, other Lords have had the Dominion over ug,rmw
thou alone shalt be our Lord for evarhen instead of your Perishing under the wrath of
the Devils, God will fetch you to a place amongsiohat fill up the Room of the Devils,
left by their Fall from the Ethereal Regions. Itsva most awful Speech made by the
Devil, Possessing a young Woman, at a Villag&armany By the command of God, |
am come to Torment the Body of this young Woman, ¢annot hurt her Soul; and it is
that | may warn Men, to take heed of sinning agaied. Indeed(said hejtis very sore
against my will that | do it; but the command ofdSmrces me to declare what | do;
however | know that at the Last Day, | shall hawerSouls than God himse8o spoke
that horrible Devil! But O that none of our Soulayrbe found among the Prizes of the
Devil, in the Day of God! O that what the Devil hesen forced to declare, of his
Kingdom among us, may prejudice our Hearts agaimstfor ever!

My Text says,The Devil is come down in great Wrath, for he haséshort timeYea,
but if you do not by a speedy and through ConvarstoGod, escape the Wrath of the
Devil, you will your selves go down, where the Degi to be, and you will there be
sweltring under the Devils Wrath, not foshort Time but, World without engdnot for a
Short Time but for Infinite Millions of Ages The smoak of your Torment under that
Wrath, will Ascend for ever and evdndeed, the Devil's time for his Wrath upon you i
this World, can be but short, but his time for yowdo his Work, or, which is all one, to
delay your turning to God, that is laong Time When the Devil was going to be
Dispossessed of a Man, he Roar'd éum | to be Tormented before my timédu will
Tormentthe Devil, if you Rescue your Souls out of hisdgrby true Repentance: If once
you begin to look that way, he'll Cry oud, this is before my Time, | must have more
Time, yet in the Service of such a guilty S&ut, |1 beseech you, let us join thus to
torment the Devil, in an holy Revenge upon him, dbrthe Injuries which he has done
unto us; let us tell himSatan, thy time with me is but short, Nay, thy twité me shall
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be no more; | am unutterably sorry that it has besnmuch; Depart from me thou
Evil-Doer, that would'st have me to be an Evil Dbke thy self; | will now for ever keep
the Commandments of that God, in whom | Live andeyland have my Being@he
Devil has plaid a fine Game for himself indeedyyfhis troubling of our Land, the Souls
of many People should comettank upon their ways, till even they turn theireEénto
the Testimonies of the Lartlow that the Devil may be thus outshot in his daw, is
the desire of all that love the Salvation of Godamus, as well as of him, who has thus
Addressed youtAmen.

aving thus discoursed on tiW¥onders of the Invisible World shall now, with

God's help, go on to relate some Remarkable anddvidste Instances aVonders
which thatWorld has given to ourselves. And altho the chief Eatemient which my
Readers do expect, and shall receive, will be a tistory of what has occurred,
respecting the WCHCRAFTS wherewith we are at this day Persecuted; yet ll shaose
to usher in the mention of those things, with

A NARRATIVE OF AN APPARITION WHICH
A GENTLEMAN IN BOSTON, HAD OF HIS BROTHER,
JUST THEN MURTHERED IN LONDON.

t was on the Second dfayin the Year 1687, that a most ingenious, accormgtisand

well-disposed Gentleman, Mdoseph Beacqrby Name, about Five a Clock in the
Morning, as he lay, whether Sleeping or Waking dela not say, (but judged the latter
of them) had a View of his Brother then laindon altho he was now himself at Our
Boston distanced from him a thousand Leagues. This hishBr appear'd unto him, in
the Morning about Five a Clock &oston having on him &Bengal Gown, which he
usually wore, with a Napkin tyed about his Head; @ountenance was very Pale, Gastly,
Deadly, and he had a bloody Wound on one side ®fFore-headBrother! says the
Affrighted Joseph Brother! Answered the Apparition. Saidbseph What's the matter
Brother? How came you herefhe Apparition repliedBrother, | have been most
barbarously and injuriously Butchered, by a DebaattDrunken Fellow, to whom |
never did any wrong in my Lif&Vhereupon he gave a particular Description of the
Murderer; addingBrother, This Fellow changing his Name, is attemgtio come over
unto New-England in Foy, or Wild; | would pray you on the first Arrival of eitherf o
these, to get an Order from the Governor, to Sé¢lee Person, whom | have now
described; and then do you Indict him for the Murdéme your Brother: I'll stand by
you and prove the Indictmemnd so he Vanished. MBeaconwas extreamly astonished
at what he had seen and hear'd; and the PeopleeofFamily not only observed an
extraordinary Alteration upon him, for the Weekdaling, but have also given me under
their Hands a full Testimony, that he then gavertla® Account of this Apparition.

All this while, Mr. Beaconhad no advice of any thing amiss attending highgnothen in
England but about the latter end dtinefollowing, he understood by the common ways
of Communication, that th@pril before, his Brother going in haste by Night tol eal
Coach for a Lady, met a Fellow then in Drink, witis Doxy in his Hand: Some way or
other the Fellow thought himself Affronted with thasty passage of thBeacon and
immediately ran into the Fire-side of a Neighbogriravern, from whence he fetch'd out
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a Fire-fork, wherewith he grievously woundBdaconin the Skull; even in that very part
where the Apparition show'd his Wound. Of this Waune Languished until he Dyed on
the Second oMay, about five of the Clock in the Morning eondon The Murderer it
seems was endeavouring to Escape, as the Appaatiom'd, but the Friends of the
Deceasedeacon Seized him; and Prosecuting him at Law, he fotinedhelp of such
Friends as brought him off without the loss of hie; since which, there has no more
been heard of the Business.

This History | received of MrJoseph Beacohimself; who a little before his own Pious
and hopeful Death, which follow'd not long afteavg me the Story written and signed
with his own Hand, and attested with the Circumstan have already mentioned.

But | shall no longer detain my Reader, from hisestpd Entertainment, in a brief
account of the Tryals which have passed upon som#heo Malefactors lately
Executed aSalem for theWitchcraftswhereof they stood Convicted. For my own part, |
was not present at any of them; nor ever had IRaTgonal prejudice at the Persons thus
brought upon the Stage; much less at the SurviRielgtions of those Persons, with and
for whom | would be as hearty a Mourner as any Mang in the World: The Lord
Comfort themBut having received a Command so to do, | canaeother than shortly
relate the chieMatters of Factwhich occurr'd in the Tryals of some that wereéixed,

in an Abridgment Collected out of ti@ourt-Papers on this occasion put into my hands.
You are to take th@ruth, just as it was; and the Truth will hurt no goo@m There
might have been more of these, if my Book would theteby have swollen too big; and
if some other worthy hands did not perhaps intemdeghing further in thes@ollections

for which cause | have only singled out Four oref-iwhich may serve to illustrate the
way of Dealing, whereiWitchcraftsuse to be concerned; and | report matters nohas a
Advocatebut as arHistorian.

They were some of the Gracious Words inserted & Aldvice, which many of the
Neighbouring Ministers, did this Summer humbly [zsfore our Honorable Judgedle
cannot but with all thankfulness, acknowledge thecess which the Merciful God has
given unto the Sedulous and Assiduous endeavowsiroHonourable Rulers, to detect
the abominable Witchcrafts which have been comaniti¢he Country; Humbly Praying,
that the discovery of those mysterious and misobewickednesses, may be Perfected.
If in the midst of the many Dissatisfactions amargy the Publication of these Tryals,
may promote such a Pious Thankfulness unto God,Jdstice being so far executed
among us, | shall Rejoice that God is Glorifiedd @may, that no wrong steps of ours may
ever sully any of his Glorious Works. But we wi#din with,

A MODERN INSTANCE OF WITCHES,
DISCOVERED AND CONDEMNED IN A TRYAL,
BEFORE THAT CELEBRATED JUDGE,

SIR MATTHEW HALE.

I t may cast some Light upon the Dark things novAimmerica if we just give a glance

upon thdike thingslately happening ifturope We may see th@/itchcraftshere most
exactly resemble th@/itchcraftsthere; and we may learn what sort of Devils dalfe
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the World.

The Venerabl®axtervery truly saysJudgeHalewas a Person, than whom, no Man was
more Backward to Condemn a Witch, without full Enice.

Now, one of the latest Printed Accounts abouirgal of Witchesis of what was before
him, and it ran on this wise. [Printed in the Ye&&82.] And it is here the rather
mentioned, because it was a Tryal, much consideyd¢lde Judges dflew England

|. Rose Cullenderand Amy Duny were severally Indicted, for Bewitchinglizabeth
Durent Ann Durent Jane Bocking Susan ChandlerWilliam Duren{ Elizabeth and
Deborah Pacy And the Evidence whereon they were Convictedpdstapon divers
particular Circumstances.

Il. Ann Durent Susan ChandlerandElizabeth Pacywhen they came into the Hall, to
give Instructions for the drawing the Bills of letnents, they fell into strange and
violent Fits, so that they were unable to givehait Depositions, not only then, but also
during the whole Assize®illiam Durentbeing an Infant, his Mother Swore, Thany
Duny looking after her Child one Day in her absencd, ati her return confess, that she
had given suck to the Childtho' she were an Old Woman:) Whereat, wibamrent
expressed her displeasubyjnywent away with Discontents and Menaces.

The Night after, the Child fell into strange andl $ats, wherein it continued for Divers
Weeks. One Doctodacobadvised her to hang up the Childs Blanket, in @iémney
Corner all Day, and at Night, when she went to thet Child into it, if she found any
Thing in it then to throw it without fear into tl&re. Accordingly, at Night, there fell a
great Toad out of the Blanket, which ran up and mi¢e Hearth. A Boy catch't it, and
held it in the Fire with the Tongs: where it madelerrible Noise, and Flash'd like to
Gun-Powder, with a report like that of a Pistol: &#upon the Toad was no more to be
seen. The next Day a Kinswoman @finy's told the Deponent, that her Aunt was all
grievously scorch'd with the Fire, and the Depormgaitg to her House, found her in such
a Condition.Dunytold her, she might thank her for it; but she dtidive to see some of
her Children Dead, and her self upon Crutches.aBat the Burning of the Toad, this
Child Recovered.

This Deponent further Testifi'd, That Her Daughtérzabeth being about the Age of Ten
Years, was taken in like manner, as her first Civés, and in her Fits complained much
of Amy Duny and said, that she did appear to Her, and afiictin such manner as the
former. One Day she foursimy Dunyin her House, and thrusting her out of Do@sany
said, You need not be so Angry, your Child won't livegloknd within three Days the
Child Died. The Deponent added, that she was Hérrs® long after taken with such a
Lameness, in both her Legs, that she was forcgd tgpon Crutches; and she was now in
Court upon them. [It was Remarkable, that immed&iatpon the Juries bringing iDuny
Guilty, Durent was restored unto the use of her Limbs, and wemehwithout her
Crutches.]

lll. As for Elizabethand Deborah Pacy one Aged Eleven Years, the other Nine; the
elder, being in Court, was made utterly senseldssng all the time of the Trial: or at
least speechless. By the direction of the Jidg)y was privately brought t&lizabeth
Pacy, and she touched her Hand: whereupon the Childhowi so much as seeing her,
suddenly leap'd up and flew upon the Prisonerythumger was too ill, to be brought unto
the Assizes. Bubamuel Pacytheir Father, testifi'd, that his DaughBgborahwas taken
with a sudden Lameness; and upon the grumblingArofy Duny for being denied
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something, where this Child was then sitting, ttldCwas taken with an extream pain in
her stomach, like the pricking of Pins; and shngkat a dreadful manner, like a Whelp,
rather than a Rational Creature. The Physiciansdcoat conjecture the cause of the
Distemper; buAmy Dunybeing a Woman of ill Fame, and the Child in Fitgreg out of
Amy Duny as affrighting her with the Apparition of her Ben, the Deponent suspected
her, and procured her to be set in the stocks. &\#fie was there, she said in the hearing
of Two WitnessedVir. Pacykeeps a great stir about his Child, but let hieydill he has
done as much by his Children, as | have done bg:dind being Asked, What she had
done to her Children, she Answer&the had been fain to open her Childs Mouth with a
Tap to give it VictualsThe Deponent added, that within Two Days, the Bitdis
Daughters were such, that they could not presdthierelife or Breath, without the help
of a Tap. And that the Children Cry'd out Amy Duny and of Rose Cullenderas
afflicting them with their Apparitions.

IV. The Fits of the Children were various. They wosionetimes be Lame on one side;
sometimes on t'other. Sometimes very sore; somsti@s&tored unto their Limbs, and
then Deaf, or Blind, or Dumb, for a long while ttiger. Upon the Recovery of their
Speech, they would Cough extreamly; and with mutdgra, they would bring up
Crooked Pins; and one time, a Two-penny Nalil, vaitiiery broad Head. Commonly at
the end of every Fit, they would cast up a Pin. Wtie Children Read, they could not
pronounce the Name dfprd, or Jesusor Christ, but would fall into Fits; and say, Amy
Duny says | must not use that Nam#/hen they came to the Name Sdtan or Devil,
they would clap their Fingers on the Book, crying,dhis bites, but it makes me speak
right well! The Children in their Fits would often Cry otthere standfAmy Duny, or
Rose Cullenderand they would afterwards relatBhat these Witches appearing before
them, threatned them, that if they told what they er heard, they would Torment them
ten times more than ever they did before.

V. Margaret Arnold the Sister of MrPacy, Testifi'd unto the like Sufferings being upon
the Children, at her House, whither her Brother Radhoved them. And that sometimes,
the Children ¢nly) would see things like Mice, run about the Houmag one of them
suddenly snap'd one with the Tongs, and threwtattime Fire, where it screeched out like
a Rat. At another time, a thing like a Bee, flevihat Face of the younger Child; the Child
fell into a Fit; and at last Vomited upTavo-penny Najlwith a Broad Head; affirming,
That the Bee brought this Nail, and forced it it Mouth.The Child would in like
manner be assaulted with Flies, which brought GeddRins, unto her, and made her first
swallow them, and then Vomit them. She one Day kbawag Invisible Mouse and
throwing it into the Fire, it Flash'd like to Gumm®der. None besides the Child saw the
Mouse but every one saw thidash She also declared, out of her Fits, that in themy
Dunymuch tempted her to destroy her self.

VI. As for Ann Durent her Father Testified, That upon a DiscontenRose Cullender
his Daughter was taken with much lliness in hengtch and great and sore Pains, like
the Pricking of Pins: and then Swooning Fits, fretnich Recovering, she declareshe
had seen the Apparition dkose CullenderThreatning to Torment heiShe likewise
Vomited up diverse Pins. The Maid was Present atriCdut whenCullenderlook'd
upon her, she fell into such Fits, as made herlyti@able to declare any thing.

Ann Baldwindeposed the same.

VII. Jane Bockingwas too weak to be at the Assizes. But her Motlestifi'd, that her
Daughter having formerly been Afflicted with SwoogiFits, and Recovered of them;
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was now taken with a great Pain in her Stomach;New Swooning Fits. That she took
little Food, but every Day Vomited Crooked Pinshir first Fits, she would Extend her
Arms, and use Postures, as if she catched at smmetdnd when her Clutched Hands
were forced open, they would find several Pins idigly Crooked, unaccountably lodged
there. She would also maintain a Discourse withestimat were Invisibly present, when
casting abroad her Arms, she would often $ayill not have it'but at last sayThen |
will have it! and closing her Hand, which when they presentigradpened, a Lath-Nail
was found in it. But her great Complaints were einly Visited by the shapes gaimy
Duny, andRose Cullender

VIII. As for Susan Chandlerher Mother Testified, That being at the searctRoke
Cullender they found on her Belly a thing like a Teat, of lach long; which thesaid
Roseascribed to a strain. But near her Privy-partsy tfound Three more, that were
smaller than the former. At the end of the longtTdlaere was a little Hole, which
appeared, as if newly Sucked; and upon strainjrgwuthite Milky matter issued out. The
Deponent further said, That her Daughter being Dag concerned a@Rose Cullenders
taking her by the Hand, she fell very sick, andNaght cry'd out,That Rose Cullender
would come to Bed unto hdder Fits grew violent, and in the Intervals of rtheshe
declared;That she saiRose Cullendein them, and once having of a great Dog with. her
She also Vomited up Crooked Pins; and when shebn@aght into Court, she fell into
her Fits. She Recovered her self in some Time vwaaslasked by the Court, whether she
was in a Condition to take an Oath, and give Ewdershe said, she could; but having
been Sworn, she fell into her Fits again, @wkn her! Burn herlwere all the words that
she could obtain power to speak. Her Father likewisve the same Testimony with her
Mother; as to all but the Search.

IX. Here was the Sum of the Evidence: Which Mr. Saetjdéeeling thought not
sufficient to Convict the Prisoners. For admittihg Children were Bewitched, yet, said
he, it can never be Apply'd unto the Prisonersnuip@ Imagination only of the Parties
Afflicted; inasmuch as no person whatsoever cdudchtbe in Safety.

Dr. Brown, a very Learned Person then present, gave his@pitinat these Persons were
Bewitched. He added, That ibenmark there had been lately a great Discovery of
Witches; who used the very same way of Afflictirepple, by Conveying Pins and Nails
into them. His Opinion was, that the Devil in Witchfts, did Work upon the Bodies of
Men and Women, upon Batural Foundation and that he did Extraordinarily afflict
them, with such Distempers as their Bodies weret sudgect unto.

X. The Experiment about thdsefulnessyea, orLawfulnesswhereof Good Men have
sometimes disputed, was divers Times made, Thatit@d\fflicted were utterly deprived
of all sense in their Fits, yet upon theuchof the Accused, they would so screech out,
and fly up, as not upon any other persons. Andtyeas also found that once upon the
touch of an innocent person, the like effect folibvwvhich put the whole Court unto a
stand: altho' a small Reason was at length atteiiptbe given for it.

XI. However, to strengthen the Credit of what had bale@ady produced against the
Prisoners, Ondohn SoanTestifi'd, That bringing home his Hay in Three S8aone of
the Carts wrenched the WindowRbse Cullenderblouse, whereupon she flew out, with
violent Threatenings against the Deponent. Theroiiwveo Carts, passed by Twice,
Loaded, that Day afterwards; but the Cart whictchadCullendersHouse, was Twice or
Thrice that Day overturned. Having again Loadedad,they brought it thro' the Gate
which Leads out of the Field, the Cart stuck s¢ ifmshe Gates Head, that they could not
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possibly get it thro', but were forced to cut dothie Post of the Gate, to make the Cart
pass thro', altho' they could not perceive that @eet did of either side touch the
Gate-Post. They afterwards, did with much Diffiguliet it home to the Yard; but could
not for their Lives get the Cart near the placeesghthey should unload. They were fain
to unload at a great Distance; and when they weesl,Tthe Noses of them that came to
Assist them, would burst forth a Bleeding; so tivegre fain to give over till next
morning; and then they unloaded without any dittizu

XIl. Robert Sherringhanalso Testifi'd, That the Axle-Tree of his Cart,ppaning in
passing, to break some partRdse Cullenderklouse, in her Anger at it, she vehemently
threatned himHis Horses should suffer for iAnd within a short time, all his Four
Horses dy'd; after which he sustained many othessés in the sudden Dying of his
Cattle. He was also taken with a Lameness in msbkj and so vexed with Lice of an
extraordinary Number and Bigness, that no Art cduttler the Swarming of them, till
he burnt up two Suits of Apparel.

XIll. As for Amy Duny twas Testifi'd by on®ichard Spencethat he heard her sayhe
Devil would not let her Rest; until she were Reeehgn the Wife dCornelius Sandswel
And thatSandswetestifi'd, that her Poultry dy'd suddenly, upmy Dunyshreatning of
them; and that her Husbands Chimney fell, quicktgraDuny had spoken of such a
disaster. And a Firkin of Fish could not be kepinir falling into the Water, upon
suspicious words dduny's

XIV. The Judg told the Jury, they were to inquire nfst, whether these Children were
Bewitched; and secondly, Whether the PrisonereeaBar were guilty of it. He made no
doubt, there were such Creatures as Witches; rStriptures affirmed it; and the
Wisdom of all Nations had provided Laws againsthspersons. He pray'd the God of
Heaven to direct their Hearts in the weighty thihgy had in hand; folfo Condemn the
Innocent, and let the Guilty go free, were bothAfsomination to the Lord.

The Jury in half an hour brought them @uilty upon their several Indictments, which
were Nineteen in Number.

The next Morning, the Children with their Parentame to the Lodgings of the Lord
Chief Justice, and were in as good health as evéndir Lives; being Restored within
half an Hour after the Witches were Convicted.

The Witches were Executed; a@dnfessedothing; which indeed will not be wondred
by them, who Consider and Entertain the Judgmena dudicious Writer,That the
Unpardonable Sin, is most usually Committed by ésdrs of the Christian Religion,
falling into Witchcratft.

We will now proceed unto several of the like Tryafaong our selves.

THE TRYAL OF G. B. AT A COURT OF
OYER AND TERMINER,
HELD IN SALEM, 1692.
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lad should | have been, if | had never known thenBlaf this Man; or never had

this occasion to mention so much as the first kettef his Name. But the
Government requiring some Account of his Trial ®ibserted in this Book, it becomes
me with all Obedience to submit unto the Order.

I. This G. B.Was Indicted for Witch-craft, and in the prosecntof the Charge against
him, he was Accused by five or six of the Bewitchasl the Author of their Miseries; he
was Accused by Eight of the Confessing Witchedqeasg an head Actor at some of their
Hellish Randezvouzes, and one who had the pronfilseing a King in Satan's Kingdom,
now going to be Erected: He was accused by NinsdRsrfor extraordinary Lifting, and
such feats of Strength, as could not be done withoDiabolical Assistance. And for
other such things he was Accused, until aboutytAigstimonies were brought in against
him; nor were these judg'd the half of what miglavén been considered for his
Conviction: However they were enough to fix the @gger of a Witch upon him
according to the Rules of Reasoning, by the JudssBaule in that Case directed.

Il. The Court being sensible, that the Testimomiethe Parties Bewitched, use to have a
Room among theSuspicionsor Presumptions brought in against one Indicted for
Witch-craft; there were now heard the Testimonieseveral Persons, who were most
notoriously Bewitched, and every day Tortured byidible Hands, and these now all
charged the Spectres Gf B.to have a share in their Torments. At the Exanonabf
this G. B.the Bewitched People were grievously harrasseld Rieternatural Mischiefs,
which could not possibly be Dissembled; and thélyastcribed it unto the endeavours of
G. B.to Kill them. And now upon the Tryal of one of tBewitched Persons, testified,
that in her Agonies, a little black Hair'd Man catoeher, saying his Name wa&s and
bidding her set her hand to a Book which he shawed her; and bragging that he was a
Conjurer, above the ordinary Rank of Witches; That he oféamsecuted her with the
offer of that Book, sayingShe should be well, and need fear nobody, if shddaaut
Sign it; But he inflicted cruel Pains and Hurts upon hecaduse of her denying so to do.
The Testimonies of the other Sufferers concurrdti tiese; and it was remarkable, that
whereasBiting was one of the ways which the Witches used for wbeing of the
Sufferers; when they cry'd out &. B. Biting them, the print of the Teeth would be seen
on the Flesh of the Complainers, and just sucht @fSeeeth a<s. B'swould then appear
upon them, which could be distinguished from tholssome other Mens. Others of them
testified, That in their Torment§. B.tempted them to go unto a Sacrament, unto which
they perceived him with a Sound of Trumpet, Summgraf other Witches, who quickly
after the Sound, would come from all Quarters uhtoRendezvouz. One of them falling
into a kind of Trance, affirmed, tha. B. had carried her away into a very high
Mountain, where he shewed her mighty and glorioug#oms, and saidie would give
them all to her, if she would write in his Bodiyt she told himThey were none of his to
give; and refused the Motions; enduring of much Misenthat refusal.

It cost the Court a wonderful deal of Trouble, &ahthe Testimonies of the Sufferers; for
when they were going to give in their Depositiothey would for a long time be taken
with Fits, that made them uncapable of saying dmggt The Chief Judg asked the
Prisoner, who he thought hindred these Witnesses §iving theirTestimonie® And he
answeredHe supposed it was the Devilhat Honourable Person repliddiow comes the
Devil then to be so loath to have any Testimony lamainst youVhich cast him into
very great Confusion.

ll. It has been a frequent thing for the BewitchPdople to be entertained with
Apparitions of Ghostsof Murdered People, at the same time that Spectresof the
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Witches trouble them. These Ghosts do always affiilge Beholders more than all the
other spectral Representations; and when they gxhdmselves, they cry out, of being
Murthered by the Witch-crafts or other Violencedltd Persons who are then in Spectre
present. It is further considered, that once océwtheséApparitionshave been seen by
others, at the very same time they have shewn #lgassto the Bewitched; and seldom
have there been theg¥pparitions but when something unusual or suspected, have
attended the Death of the Party thus Appearing.eStirat have been accused by these
Apparitionsaccosting of the Bewitched People, who had neearcha word of any such
Persons ever being in the World, have upon a feanttnation, freely and fully confessed
the Murthers of those very Persons, altho' these did not know how the Apparitions
had complained of them. Accordingly several of Bewitched, had given in their
Testimony, that they had been troubled with the &jjons of two Women, who said,
that they weres. B'stwo Wives, and that he had been the Death of treerd;that the
Magistrates must be told of it, before whonBifupon his Tryal denied it, they did not
know but that they should appear again in CourtwN®. B. had been Infamous for the
Barbarous usage of his two late Wives, all the @guaover. Moreover, it was testified,
the Spectre o6. B.threatning of the Sufferers, told them, he hadelil(besides others)
Mrs. Lawsonand her Daughteknn And it was noted, that these were the Vertuoue Wi
and Daughter of one at whom tlis B. might have a prejudice for his being serviceable
at Salem Villagefrom whence himself had in ill Terms removed sorfears before: And
that when they dy'd, which was long since, thereewsome odd Circumstances about
them, which made some of the Attendents there stgmemething of Witch-craft, tho
none Imagined from what Quarter it should come.

Well, G. B.being now upon his Tryal, one of the BewitchedsBes was cast into Horror
at the Ghost oB's two Deceased Wives then appearing before him, ayithg for
Vengeanceagainst him. Hereupon several of the Bewitchedsdter were successively
called in, who all not knowing what the former hsgken and said, concurred in their
Horror of the Apparition, which they affirmed tha¢ had before him. But he, tho much
appalled, utterly deny'd that he discerned anygtloh it; nor was it any part of his
Conviction

IV. Judicious Writers have assigned it a great @lecthe Conviction ofVitches when
Persons are Impeached by other notorious Witcleeetas ill as themselves; especially,
if the Persons have been much noted for neglettieg/Vorship of GadNow, as there
might have been Testimonies enough @f B's Antipathy to Prayer, and the other
Ordinances of God, tho by his Profession, singul@bliged thereunto; so, there now
came in against the Prisoner, the Testimonies wéraé Persons, who confessed their
own having been horribM/itches and ever since their Confessions, had been theasse
terribly Tortured by the Devils and other Witchesen like the other Sufferers; and
therein undergone the Pains of m&rgathsfor their Confessions.

These now testified, th&. B. had been at Witch-meetings with them; and thaivas
the Person who had Seduc'd, and Compell'd themthet@nares of Witchcraft; That he
promised thentrine Cloaths for doing it; that he brought Poppets to thend @horns to
stick into those Poppets, for the Afflicting of ethPeople; and that he exhorted them
with the rest of the Crew, to Bewitch &hlem Villagebut besure to do it Gradually, if
they would prevail in what they did.

When thelLancashire Witchesvere Condemn'd | don't remember that there was any
considerable further Evidence, than that of the iB#wed, and than that of some that
confessed. We see so much already ag&@n#&. But this being indeed not enough, there
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were other things to render what had been alresmijugedcredible

V. A famous Divine recites this among the Convietiaf a Witch.The Testimony of the
party Bewitched, whether Pining or Dying; togetheith the joint Oaths of sufficient
Persons that have seen certain Prodigious PranksFeats wrought by the Party
AccusedNow, God had been pleased so to leave@iB.that he had ensnared himself
by several Instances, which he had formerly giviea Breternatural Strength, and which
were now produced against him. He was a very Puag,Met he had often done things
beyond the strength of a Giant. A Gun of about sefe®t Barrel, and so heavy that
strong Men could not steadily hold it out with bottands; there were several
Testimonies, given in by Persons of Credit and Hpti@t he made nothing of taking up
such a Gun behind the Lock, with but one hand, laolding it out like a Pistol, at
Arms-end.G. B.in his Vindication, was so foolish as to say, Taatindianwas there,
and held it out at the same tim#&/hereas none of the Spectators ever saw any such
Indian; but they supposed, thRlack Man (as the Witches call the Devil; and they
generally say he resembles #&mdian) might give him that Assistance. There was
Evidence likewise brought in, that he made notlahgaking up whole Barrels fill'd with
Malassesor Cider, in very disadvantageous Postures, and Carryirthesh through the
difficultest Places out of a Canoo to the Shore.

Yea, there were two Testimonies, tkatB.with only putting the Fore Finger of his Right
hand into the Muzzle of an heavy Gun, a Fowlingseief about six or seven foot Barrel,
did lift up the Gun, and hold it out at Arms-endGan which the Deponents thought
strong Men could not with both hands lift up, araddhout at the But-end, as is usual.
Indeed, one of these Witnesses was over-perswagedrbe Persons, to be out of the
way uponG. B'sTryal; but he came afterwards with Sorrow forwwithdraw, and gave in

his Testimony: Nor were either of these Witnessaderuse of as Evidences in the Trial.

VI. There came in several Testimonies relatingh® Domestick Affairs ofs. B. which
had a very hard Aspect upon him; and not only prdum a very ill Man; but also
confirmed the belief of the Character, which hadrbalready fastned on him.

‘Twas testified, that keeping his two Successivead/iin a strange kind of Slavery, he
would when he came home from abroad, pretend tahel Talk which any had with
them; That he has brought them to the point of Delay his harsh Dealings with his
Wives, and then made the People about him, to @@rthat in case Death should
happen, they would say nothing of it; That he uakdneans to make his Wives Write,
Sign, Seal, and Swear a Covenant, never to remgabfahis Secrets; That his Wives had
privately complained unto the Neighbours abouthfifigg Apparitions of Evil Spirits, with
which their House was sometimes infested; and thahy such things have been
whispered among the Neighbourhood. There were stiste other Testimonies relating
to the Death of People whereby the Consciencen thpartial Jury were convinced that
G. B. had Bewitched the Persons mentioned in the ContplaiBut | am forced to omit
several passages, in this as well as in all theematng Tryals, because the Scribes who
took notice of them, have not supplyed me.

VII. One Mr. Ruck Brother-in-Law to thiss. B.testified, thaiG. B.and himself, and his
Sister, who wass. B's Wife, going out for two or three Miles to gatheresv-berries,
Ruckwith his Sister, the Wife d&. B.Rode home very Softly, wit. B.on Foot in their
Company,G. B. stept aside a little into the Bushes; whereupey tralted and Halloo'd
for him. He not answering, they went away homewawdth a quickened pace, without
expectation of seeing him in a considerable wilafe] yet when they were got near home,
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to their Astonishment, they found him on foot withem, having a Basket of
Straw-berriesG. B. immediately then fell to Chiding his Wife, on thecount of what
she had been speaking to her Brother, of him, erRibad: which when they wondred at,
he saidHe knew their thought&®uckbeing startled at that, made some Reply, intingatin
that the Devil himself did not know so far; b@t B. answeredMy God makes known
your Thoughts unto mé&he Prisoner now at the Bar had nothing to answeigQ what
was thus witnessed against him, that was worthidensg. Only he saidRuck, and his
Wife left a Man with him, when they left hivithich Rucknow affirm'd to be false; and
when the Court aske®. B. What the Man's Name wasfts Countenance was much
altered; nor could he say, who ‘twas. But the Cbedan to think, that he then step'd
aside, only that by the assistance ofBleck Man he might put on higwvisibility, and in
that Fascinating Mist gratifie his own Jealous Humour, to hear whay thad of him.
Which trick of rendring themselvekwisible our Witches do in their Confessions
pretend, that they sometimes are Masters of; aigdtite more credible, because there is
Demonstration, that they often render many othiaggutterlylnvisible.

VIIl. Faltring, faulty, unconstant, and contrary Answenson judicial and deliberate
Examination are counted some unlucky Symptoms of Guilt, IfCaimes, especially in
Witchcrafts. Now there never was a Prisoner moreent for them, thate. B. both at
his Examination and on his Trial. Higergiversations Contradictions and Falshoods
were very sensible: he had little to say, but tietad heard some things that he could
not prove, Reflecting upon the Reputation of sorhéhe Witnesses. Only he gave in a
Paper to the Jury; wherein, altho' he had manysibefore, granted, not only that there
areWitches but also, that the present Sufferings of the @guare the effects diorrible
Witchcrafts yet he now goes to evince Tthat there neither are, nor ever were Witches,
that having made a Compact with the Devil, can ssemvil to Torment other people at
a distance.This Paper was Transcribed outAdy, which the Court presently knew, as
soon as they heard it. But he said, he had takea obit out of any Book; for which, his
Evasion afterwards, was, That a Gentleman gaveahenbiscourse in a Manuscript, from
whence he Transcribed it.

IX. The Jury brought him iGuilty: But when he came to Die, he utterly deni'd thetFa
whereof he had been thus convicted.

1.
THE TRYAL OF BRIDGET BISHOP, ALIAS
OLIVER, AT THE COURT OF OYER AND TERMINER,
HELD AT SALEM, JUNE 2. 1692.

S‘ue was Indicted for Bewitching of several Personsthe Neighbourhood, the
ndictment being drawn up, according to tRerm in such Cases usual. And
pleading,Not Guilty, there were brought in several persons, who had lindergone

many kinds of Miseries, which were preternaturailicted, and generally ascribed unto
anhorrible Witchcraft There was little occasion to prove Witchcraft it being evident

and notorious to all beholders. Now to fix tétchcrafton the Prisoner at the Bar, the
first thing used, was the Testimony of tBewitche¢l whereof several testifi'd, That the
Shapeof the Prisoner did oftentimes very grievouslydbinthem, Choak them, Bite them,
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and Afflict them; urging them to write their Namasa Book which the said Spectre
called,Ours One of them did further testifie, that it was Bieapeof this Prisoner, with
another, which one day took her from her Wheel, aadying her to the Riverside,
threatned there to Drown her, if she did not Sigihie Book mentioned: which yet she
refused. Others of them did also testifie, that shel Shapedid in her Threats brag to
them that she had been the Death of sundry Pertfmars,by her named; that she had
Riddena Man then likewise named. Another testifi'd, Amparition of Ghostsunto the
Spectre oBishop crying out,You Murdered usAbout the Truth whereof, there was in
the Matter of Fact but too much suspicion.

Il. It was testifi'd, That at the Examination ofetliPrisoner before the Magistrates, the
Bewitched were extreamly tortured. If she did bastcher Eyes on them, they were
presently struck down; and this in such a mannehese could be no Collusion in the

Business. But upon the Touch of her Hand upon thehen they lay in their Swoons,

they would immediately Revive; and not upon the drowf any ones else. Moreover,

Upon some Special Actions of her Body, as the sttplf her Head, or the turning of her
Eyes, they presently and painfully fell into th&elipostures. And many of the like

Accidents now fell out, while she was at the Bane(t the same time testifying, That
she saidShe could not be troubled to see the afflicted tbusented.

lll. There was Testimony likewise brought in, tlatan striking once at the place, where
a bewitched person said, tBlapeof this Bishopstood, the bewitched cried olthat he
had tore her Coatin the place then particularly specifid; and tM@man's Coat was
found to be Torn in that very place.

IV. One Deliverance Hobhswho had confessed her being a Witch, was nowented
by the Spectres, for her Confession. And she natifité, That thisBishoptempted her
to Sign theBookagain, and to deny what she had confess'd. Sine'dff That it was the
Shape of this Prisoner, which whipped her with IRwods, to compel her thereunto. And
she affirmed, that thiBishopwas at a General Meeting of the Witches, in adral
SalemVillage, and there partook of a Diabolical Sacramm Bread and Wine then
administred.

V. To render it further unquestionable, that thisdétrer at the Bar, was the Person truly
charged inTHIS Witchcraft there were produced many Evidence®OTHER Witchcrafts

by her perpetrated. For Instandehn Cookestifi'd, That about five or six Years ago, one
Morning, about Sun-Rise, he was in his Chamberudteshby theShapeof this Prisoner:
which look'd on him, grinn'd at him, and very muualrt him with a Blow on the side of
the Head: and that on the same day, about NoorsahmeShapewalked in the Room
where he was, and an Apple strangely flew out sfHeénd, into the Lap of his Mother,
six or eight Foot from him.

VI. Samuel Grayestifi'd, That about fourteen Years ago, he wakich Night, and saw
the Room where he lay full of Light; and that herttsaw plainly a Woman between the
Cradle, and the Bed-side, which look'd upon him.réke, and it vanished; tho' he found
the Doors all fast. Looking out at the Entry-ddoe, saw the same Woman, in the same
Garb again; and saith God's Name, what do you come fét@ went to Bed, and had the
same Woman again assaulting him. The Child in tteellé gave a great Screech, and the
Woman disappeared. It was long before the Childdcbe quieted; and tho' it were a
very likely thriving Child, yet from this time itiped away, and, after divers Months, died
in a sad Condition. He knew nBtshop nor her Name; but when he saw her after this, he
knew by her Countenance, and Apparel, and all @istances, that it was the Apparition
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of thisBishop which had thus troubled him.

VII. John Bly and his Wife testifi'd, That he bought a Sow Edward Bishop the
Husband of the Prisoner; and was to pay the Pmeeed, unto another person. This
Prisoner being angry that she was thus hindred fiogring the Mony, quarrell'd with
Bly. Soon after which, the Sow was taken with straRds; Jumping, Leaping, and
Knocking her Head against the Fence; she seemd Bhd Deaf, and would neither Eat
nor be Suck'd. Whereupon a Neighbour said, sheuslithe Creature wa&ver-looked
and sundry other Circumstances concurred, whichentaé Deponents believe that
Bishophad bewitched it.

VIIl. Richard Comartestifi'd, That eight Years ago, as he lay awakéis Bed, with a
Light burning in the Room, he was annoy'd with Apparition of thisBishop and of two
more that were strangers to him, who came and eppdehim so, that he could neither
stir himself, nor wake any one else, and that he tlva Night after, molested again in the
like manner; the saiBishop taking him by the Throat, and pulling him almost of the
Bed. His Kinsman offered for this cause to lodgéhwhim; and that Night, as they were
awake, discoursing together, tii®@manwas once more visited by the Guests which had
formerly been so troublesom; his Kinsman beinghatdame time struck speechless, and
unable to move Hand or Foot. He had laid his Swawydhim, which these unhappy
Spectres did strive much to wrest from him; onlyhleéd too fast for them. He then grew
able to call the People of his House; but altheytheard him, yet they had not power to
speak or stir; until at last, one of the Peoplengut, What's the matterThe Spectres
all vanished.

IX. Samuel Shattoctestify'd, That in the Year, 1680, tHsidget Bishop often came to
his House upon such frivolous and foolish Erraridat they suspected she came indeed
with a purpose of mischief. Presently, whereupas, didest Child, which was of as
promising Health and Sense, as any Child of its, Adggan to droop exceedingly; and the
oftner thatBishopcame to the House, the worse grew the Child. &sGhild would be
standing at the Door, he would be thrown and bduegainst the Stones, by an invisible
Hand, and in like sort knock his Face against tdessof the House, and bruise it after a
miserable manner. Afterwards tHishopwould bring him things to Dye, whereof he
could not imagin any use; and when she paid hirneeepof Mony, the Purse and Mony
were unaccountably conveyed out of a lock'd Boxi mever seen any more. The Child
was immediately, hereupon, taken with terrible ,Fitdhereof his Friends thought he
would have dyed: Indeed he did almost nothing byt &d Sleep for several Months
together; and at length his Understanding was lutteaken away. Among other
Symptoms of an Inchantment upon him, one was, ek was a Board in the Garden,
whereon he would walk; and all the Invitations le World could never fetch him off.
About 17 or 18 years after, there came a Strarg&hattock'sHouse, who seeing the
Child, said,This poor Child is Bewitched; and you have a Neghhiving not far off,
who is a WitchHe addedYour Neighbour has had a falling out with your \Wdad she
said, in her Heart, your Wife is a proud Woman, ahé would bring down her Pride in
this Child. He then remembred, thBishophad parted from his Wife in muttering and
menacing Terms, a little before the Child was takernrhe abovesaid Stranger would
needs carry the bewitched Boy with him,Bshop'sHouse, on pretence of buying a pot
of Cyder. The Woman entertained him in furious nan@and flew also upon the Boy,
scratching his Face till the Blood came; and sayirigou Rogue, what dost thou bring
this Fellow here to plague méfow it seems the Man had said, before he wentt fibda
would fetch Blood oher. Ever after the Boy was follow'd with grievouss;itvhich the
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Doctors themselves generally ascribed unitchcraft and wherein he would be thrown
still into the Fire or theWater, if he were not constantly look'd after; and itswaeerily
believed thaBishopwas the cause of it.

X. John Loudetestify'd, That upon some little Controversy waishopabout her Fowls,
going well to Bed, he did awake in the Night by Mbght, and did see clearly the
likeness of this Woman grievously oppressing himyhich miserable condition she held
him, unable to help himself, till near Day. He t@dhopof this; but she deny'd it, and
threatned him very much. Quickly after this, bettdnome on a Lords day, with the doors
shut about him, he saw a black Pig approach himhath, he going to kick, it vanished
away. Immediately after, sitting down, he saw akl@hing jump in at the Window, and
come and stand before him. The Body was like that onkey, the Feet like a Cocks,
but the Face much like a Mans. He being so extrgaffrighted, that he could not speak;
this Monster spoke to him, and saidgm a Messenger sent unto you, for | understand
that you are in some Trouble of Mind, and if yol e ruled by me, you shall want for
nothing in this WorldWhereupon he endeavoured to clap his Hands upbatitbe could
feel no substance; and it jumped out of the Win@main; but immediately came in by
the Porch, tho' the Doors were shut, and séod had better take my Counskle then
struck at it with a Stick, but struck only t&ound, and broke the Stick: The Arm with
which he struck was presently Disenabled, andntsled away. He presently went out at
the Back-door, and spied tHgshop in her Orchard, going toward her House; but ek ha
not power to set one foot forward unto her. Wheoepeturning into the House, he was
immediately accosted by the Monster he had seawdgeihich Goblin was now going to
fly at him; whereat he cry'd outhe whole Armour of God be between me and $aouit
sprang back, and flew over the Apple-tree; shakiagy Apples off the Tree, in its flying
over. At its leap, it flung Dirt with its Feet agat the Stomack of the Man; whereon he
was then struck Dumb, and so continued for thregs@agether. Upon the producing of
this Testimony,Bishop deny'd that she knew this Deponent: Yet their ®n@hards
joined; and they had often had their little Quasfel some years together.

XI. William Stacytestify'd, That receiving Mony of thBishop for work done by him; he
was gone but a matter of three Rods from her, aofting for his Mony, found it
unaccountably gone from him. Some time afighopasked him, whether her Father
would grind her Grist for her? He demanded why? 18pé/'d,Because Folks count me a
Witch. He answered\No question but he will grind it for yoBeing then gone about six
Rods from her, with a small Load in his Cart, sudgé¢he Off-wheel stump'd, and sunk
down into an hole, upon plain Ground; so that te@dhent was forced to get help for the
recovering of the Wheel: But stepping back to ldokthe hole, which might give him
this Disaster, there was none at all to be fourmmé&time after, he was waked in the
Night; but it seem'd as light as day; and he péyfeaw the shape of thBishopin the
Room, troubling of him; but upon her going out, &whs dark again. He charggishop
afterwards with it, and she deny'd it not; but wasy angry. Quickly after, this Deponent
having been threatned IBishop as he was in a dark Night going to the Barn, las w
very suddenly taken or lifted from the Ground, dhbwn against a Stone-wall: After
that, he was again hoisted up and thrown down & Batrthe end of his House. After this
again, passing by thBishop his Horse with a small Load, striving to draw,lat Gears
flew to pieces, and the Cart fell down; and thip@®ent going then to lift a Bag of Corn,
of about two Bushels, could not budge it with adl Might.

Many other Pranks of thiBishop'sthis Deponent was ready to testify. He also tgdiif
That he verily believ'd, the saiBishopwas the Instrument of his Daughteriscilla's
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Death; of which suspicion, pregnant Reasons wesigaed.

Xll. To crown all, John BlyandWilliam Bly testify'd, That being employ'd Bridget
Bishop to help to take down the Cellar-wall of the oldude wherein she formerly lived,
they did in holes of the said old Wall, find seveRoppets made up of Rags and
Hogs-bristles, with headless Pins in them, the 8daeing outward; whereof she could
give no Account unto the Court, that was reasonabtelerable.

XIll. One thing that made against the Prisoner viaas being evidently convicted gfoss
Lying in the Court, several times, while she was makiagPlea; but besides this, a Jury
of Women found a preternatural Teat upon her B&dy:upon a second search, within 3
or 4 hours, there was no such thing to be seenme™as also an Account of other People
whom this Woman had Afflicted; and there might haeen many more, if they had been
enquired for; but there was no need of them.

XIV. There was one very strange thing more, withiohhthe Court was newly
entertained. As this Woman was under a Guard, pgdsy the great and spacious
Meeting-house oBalem she gave a look towards the House: And immegia8lsemon
invisibly entring the Meeting-house, tore down atpzf it; so that tho' there was no
Person to be seen there, yet the People, at tee,manning in, found a Board, which was
strongly fastned with several Nails, transportetbuamother quarter of the House.

I,
THE TRYAL OF SUSANNA MARTIN, AT THE
COURT OF OYER AND TERMINER, HELD BY ADJOURNMENT
AT SALEM, JUNE 29. 1692.

Ssanna Martin pleadingNot Guilty to the Indictment ofWitchcraft brought in
gainst her, there were produced the EvidencesaofyrRersons very sensibly and
grievously Bewitched; who all complained of thesBrier at the Bar, as the Person whom
they believed the cause of their Miseries. And nas/well as in the other Trials, there
was an extraordinary Endeavour Wjtchcrafts with Cruel and frequent Fits, to hinder
the poor Sufferers from giving in their Complaintghich the Court was forced with
much Patience to obtain, by much waiting and watglor it.

ll. There was now also an account given of whasedst her first Examination before
the Magistrates. The Cast of Heye then striking the afflicted People to the Ground,
whether they saw that Cast or no; there were theseng other Passages between the
Magistrates and the Examinate.

Magistrate.Pray, what ails these People?

Martin. | don't know.

Magistrate.But what do you think ails them?

Martin. | don't desire to spend my Judgment upon it.

Magistrate.Don't you think they are bewitch'd?
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Martin. No, | do not think they are.
Magistrate.Tell us your Thoughts about them then.

Martin. No, my thoughts are my own, when they are in,violi¢n they are out they are
anothers. Their Master.——

Magistrate.Their Master? who do you think is their Master?

Martin. If they be dealing in the Black Art, you may knaw well as I.
Magistrate.Well, what have you done towards this?

Martin. Nothing at all.

Magistrate.Why, 'tis you or your Appearance.

Martin. | cannot help it.

Magistrate.ls it notyour Master? How comes your Appearance to hurt these?

Martin. How do | know? He that appeared in the Shapgamhuela glorified Saint, may
appear in any ones Shape.

It was then also noted in her, as in others like tiat if the Afflicted went to approach
her, they were flung down to the Ground. And, wkle was asked the reason of it, she
said,l cannot tell; it may be, the Devil bears me moralibk than another.

lll. The Court accounted themselves, alarum'd legéhThings, to enquire further into the
Conversation of the Prisoner; and see what theghtnoiccur, to render these Accusations
further credible. Whereupodphn Allenof Salisbury testify'd, That he refusing, because
of the weakness of his Oxen, to Cart some Stavéseatequest of thiMartin, she was
displeased at it; and saild,had been as good that he had; for his Oxen shoeler do
him much more Servic&Vhereupon, this Deponent salRiyst thou threaten me, thou old
Witch? I'l throw thee into the BrookWhich to avoid, she flew over the Bridge, and
escaped. But, as he was going home, one of his @exh so that he was forced to
Unyoke him, that he might get him home. He thenlpstOxen, with many more, upon
SalisburyBeach, where Cattle did use to g&tsh In a few days, all the Oxen upon the
Beach were found by their Tracks, to have run thégoMouth ofMerrimack-River and
not returned; but the next day they were found castere upo®lum-Island They that
sought them, used all imaginable gentleness, bey thould still run away with a
violence, that seemed wholly Diabolical, till thegame near the mouth of
Merrimack-River when they ran right into the Sea, swimming asa®rthey could be
seen. One of them then swam back again, with areg$, amazing to the Beholders,
who stood ready to receive him, and help up hesltiCarcass: But the Beast ran furiously
up into the Island, and from thence, thorough tregdties, up intdblewburyTown, and so
up into the Woods; and there after a while foundrmenesbury So that, of fourteen
good Oxen, there was only this saved: The rest akreast up, some in one place, and
some in another, Drowned.

IV. John Atkinsortestifi'd, That he exchanged a Cow with a Sorse$anna Martin's
whereat she muttered, and was unwilling he shoaigeht. Going to receive this Cow,
tho he Hamstring'd her, and Halter'd her, she, Bdme Creature, grew so mad, that they
could scarce get her along. She broke all the Ritya¢svere fastned unto her, and though
she were ty'd fast unto a Tree, yet she made loapes and gave them such further
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trouble, as they could ascribe to no cause buthafidt.

V. Bernard Peachdestifi'd, That being in Bed, on the Lord's-dayghti he heard a
scrabbling at the Window, whereat he then Sasanna Marticome in, and jump down
upon the Floor. She took hold of this DeponentstFand drawing his Body up into an
Heap, she lay upon him near Two Hours; in all whiote he could neither speak nor stir.
At length, when he could begin to move, he laiddhmt her Hand, and pulling it up to his
Mouth, he bit three of her Fingers, as he judgedo uhe Bone. Whereupon she went
from the Chamber, down the Stairs, out at the Dbbis Deponent thereupon called unto
the People of the House, to advise them of whatquhsand he himself did follow her.
The People saw her not; but there being a Bucketeat eft-hand of the Door, there was
a drop of Blood found upon it; and several morepdrof Blood upon the Snow newly
fallen abroad: There was likewise the print of Bdfeet just without the Threshold; but
no more sign of any Footing further off.

At another time this Deponent was desired by thgoRer, to come unto an Husking of
Corn, at her House; and she sdidhe did not come, it were better that he dité went
not; but the Night followingSusanna Martinas he judged, and another came towards
him. One of them saidjlere he is!but he having a Quarter-staff, made a Blow at them
The Roof of the Barn, broke his Blow; but followirtigem to the Window, he made
another Blow at them, and struck them down; yey tie up, and got out, and he saw no
more of them.

About this time, there was a Rumour about the TdiexMartin had a Broken Head; but
the Deponent could say nothing to that.

The said Peache also testifi'd the Bewitching the Cattle to Deatipon Martin's
Discontents.

VI. Robert Downetestified, That this Prisoner being some Yearsm@gsecuted at Court
for a Witch, he then said unto héie believed she was a WitcWWhereat she being
dissatisfied, saidThat some She-Devil would shortly fetch him awaich words were
heard by others, as well as himself. The Nighofelhg, as he lay in his Bed, there came
in at the Window, the likeness of @at, which flew upon him, took fast hold of his
Throat, lay on him a considerable while, and alnkigtd him. At length he remembred
what Susanna Martirhad threatned the Day before; and with much sigivie cried out,
Avoid, thou She-Devil! In the Name of God the Fathlee Son, and the Holy Ghost,
Avoid! Whereupon it left him, leap'd on the Floor, arehflout at the Window.

And there also came in several Testimonies, tharbéeverDownerspoke a word of this
Accident, Susanna Martinand her Family had relateéfow this Downer had been
handled

VII. John Kembatestified, thaSusanna Martinupon a Causeless Disgust, had threatned
him, about a certain Cow of hi$hat she should never do him any more Gaoat it
came to pass accordingly. For soon after the Cow fwand stark dead on the dry
Ground, without any Distemper to be discerned upen Upon which he was followed
with a strange Death upon more of his Cattle, wdfelne lost in one Spring to the Value
of Thirty Pounds. But the saitbhn Kembahad a further Testimony to give in against the
Prisoner which was truly admirable.

Being desirous to furnish himself with a Dog, heplagdl himself to buy one of this
Martin, who had a Bitch with Whelps in her House. But slo¢ letting him have his
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choice, he said, he would supply himself then & Blezdels Having mark'd a Puppy,
which he lik'd aBlezdels he metGeorge Martin the Husband of the Prisoner, going by,
who asked himWhether he would not have one of his Wife's Pup@ed he answered,
No. The same Day, oneEdmond Eliot being atMartin's House, heardseorge Martin
relate, where thiKembalhad been, and what he had said. Wherelusanna Martin
replied, If | live, I'll give him Puppies enoughVithin a few days after, thiKkembal
coming out of the Woods, there arose a little Bl&ikud in the N. W. an&embal
immediately felt a force upon him, which made hiot able to avoid running upon the
stumps of Trees, that were before him, albeit lieehlroad, plain Cart-way, before him;
but tho' he had his Ax also on his Shoulder to egdahim in his Falls, he could not
forbear going out of his way to tumble over themheai' he came below the Meeting
House, there appeared unto him, a little thing 8deuppy of a Darkish Colour; and it
shot backwards and forwards between his Legs. ldetlie Courage to use all possible
Endeavours of Cutting it with his Ax; but he coulot Hit it: the Puppy gave a jump from
him, and went, as to him it seem'd into the Groupoing a little further, there appeared
unto him a Black Puppy, somewhat bigger than th&, fbut as Black as a Cole. Its
Motions were quicker than those of his Ax; it flaw his Belly, and away; then at his
Throat; so, over his Shoulder one way, and them loigeShoulder another way. His Heart
now began to fail him, and he thought the Dog wdwdgte tore his Throat out. But he
recovered himself, and called upon God in his Bggy and naming the Name @lSuUs
CHRIST, it vanished away at once. The Deponent spokem®iVord of these Accidents,
for fear of affrighting his Wife. But the next Mang, Edmond Eliot going intoMartin's
House, this Woman asked him where Kembal was? pleedgAt home, a Bed, for ought
he knewShe returnedlhey say, he was frighted last Nightiot asked With what?She
answeredWith PuppiesEliot asked Where she heard of it, for he had heard nothing of
it? She rejoinedAbout the TownAltho' Kembalhad mentioned the Matter to no Creature
living.

VIIl. William Browntestifi'd, That Heaven having blessed him with asmPious and
Prudent Wife, this Wife of his, one day met wiBusanna Martin but when she
approach'd just unto hevjartin vanished out of sight, and left her extreamlyiglfited.
After which time, the saitflartin often appear'd unto her, giving her no little tstey and
when she did come, she was visited with Birds, fuaely peck'd and prick'd her; and
sometimes, a Bunch, like a Pullet's Egg, would insker Throat, ready to choak her, till
she cry'd outWitch, you shan't choak méfhile this good Woman was in this extremity,
the Church appointed a Day of Prayer, on her behdéléreupon her Trouble ceas'd; she
saw notMartin as formerly; and the Church, instead of their Fgave Thanks for her
Deliverance. But a considerable while after, shendbe&Summoned to give in some
Evidence at the Court, against ti&rtin, quickly thereupon, thiglartin came behind
her, while she was milking her Cow, and said urgq for thy defaming her at Court, I'll
make thee the miserablest Creature in the W@&@tbn after which, she fell into a strange
kind of distemper, and became horribly franticky amcapable of any reasonable Action;
the Physicians declaring, that her Distemper wasepnatural, and that some Devil had
certainly bewitched her; and in that condition sbe/ remained.

IX. Sarah Atkinsonestify'd, ThatSusanna Marticame fromAmesburyto their House at
Newbury in an extraordinary Season, when it was nowfitany to Travel. She came (as
she said, untétkinsor) all that long way on Foot. She brag'd and shéwd dry she
was; nor could it be perceived that so much asStiles of her Shoes were watkinson
was amazed at it; and professed, that she shoulsklidhave been wet up to the knees, if
she had then came so far; i@rtin reply'd, She scorn'd to be Drabbledt! was noted,
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that this Testimony upon her Trial, cast her ireg)\singular Confusion.

X. John Pressyestify'd, That being one Evening very unaccougt&@ewildred, near a
Field of Martins, and several times, as one under an Enchantnetatning to the place
he had left, at length he saw a marvellous Lighbua the bigness of an Half-bushel, near
two Rod, out of the way. He went, and struck atith a Stick, and laid it on with all his
might. He gave it near forty blows; and felt it@gable substance. But going from it, his
Heels were struck up, and he was laid with his Baokthe Ground, sliding, as he
thought, into a Pit; from whence he recover'd bking hold on the Bush; altho'
afterwards he could find no such Pit in the pl&taving, after his Recovery, gone five or
six Rod, he sausanna Martirstanding on his Left-hand, as the Light had dozfere;
but they changed no words with one another. Hedcaohrce find his House in his
Return; but at length he got home extreamly affegh The next day, it was upon
Enquiry understood, thatlartin was in a miserable condition by pains and huré th
were upon her.

It was further testify'd by this Deponent, Thakeatie had given in some Evidence against
Susanna Martinmany years ago, she gave him foul words aboanit; saidHe should
never prosper moreparticularly, That he should never have more than two Cows; that
tho' he was never so likely to have more, yet loelldhnever have themind that from
that very day to this, namely for twenty years tbge he could never exceed that
number; but some strange thing or other still pnés@ his having any more.

XI. Jervis Ringtestify'd, That about seven years ago, he wastoftes and grievously
oppressed in the Night, but saw not who troubled; huntil at last he Lying perfectly
Awake, plainly sawSusanna Martirapproach him. She came to him, and forceably bit
him by the Finger; so that the Print of the biteasv, so long after, to be seen upon him.

Xll. But besides all of these Evidences, there wasost wonderful Account of one
Joseph Ringproduced on this occasion.

This Man has been strangely carried aboutDa@gmons from one Witch-meetingto
another, for near two years together; and for aratgr of this time, they have made him,
and keep him Dumb, tho' he is now again able talspEhere was oné. H. who having,
as 'tis judged, a design of engaging tleseph Ringn a snare of Devillism, contrived a
while, to bring thisRingtwo Shillings in Debt unto him.

Afterwards, this poor Man would be visited with wmokvn shapes, and thi§. H.
sometimes among them; which would force him awa wiem, unto unknown Places,
where he saw Meetings, Feastings, Dancings; aed lais return, wherein they hurried
him along through the Air, he gave Demonstratianghe Neighbours, that he had indeed
been so transported. When he was brought unto tiedBsh Meetings, one of the first
Things they still did unto him, was to give him mokk on the Back, whereupon he was
ever as if bound with Chains, uncapable of stirrmg of the place, till they should
release him. He related, that there often camentoahMan, who presented himBmook
whereto he would have him set his Hand; promismdpitm, that he should then have
even what he would; and presenting him with all tet¢ectable Things, Persons, and
Places, that he could imagin. But he refusing tasstibe, the business would end with
dreadful Shapes, Noises and Screeches, which abnastd him out of his Wits. Once
with the Book, there was a Pen offered him, andréwhorn with Liquor in it, that
seemed like Blood: But he never toucht it.

This Man did now affirm, That he saw the Prisonér saveral of those hellish
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Randezvouzes.

Note, this Woman was one of the most impudent,réous, wicked Creatures in the
World; and she did now throughout her whole Trgedcover her self to be such an one.
Yet when she was asked, what she had to say faset&r Her chief Plea wa$hat she
had lead a most virtuous and holy Life.

V.
THE TRYAL OF ELIZABETH HOW, AT THE
COURT OF OYER AND TERMINER, HELD BY ADJOURNMENT
AT SALEM, JUNE 30. 1692.

lizabeth HowpleadingNot Guilty to the Indictment of Witchcrafts, then charged

upon her; the Court, according to the usual Praogsdf the Courts ifEngland in
such Cases, began with hearing the Depositionewdral afflicted People, who were
grievously tortured by sensible and evideifitchcrafts and all complained of the
Prisoner, as the cause of their Trouble. It was fdend that the Sufferers were not able
to bear heLook as likewise, that in their greatest Swoons, tistinguished hefouch
from other Peoples, being thereby raised out ahthe

And there was other Testimony of People to whomstiepe of thisHow, gave trouble
nine or ten years ago.

Il. It has been a most usual thing for the bewitcRersons, at the same time that the
Spectres representing théVitches troubled them, to be visited with Apparitions of
Ghosts pretending to have been Murdered by Witchesthen represented. And
sometimes the Confessions of the Witches afterwacllsowledged those very Murders,
which these Apparitions charged upon them; altho' they had never heardt wha
Informations had been given by the Sufferers.

There were such Apparitions of Ghosts testifieddye of the present Sufferers; and the
Ghosts affirmed, that thislow had Murdered them: Which things wedear'd but not
prov'd

lll. This How had made some Attempts of joyning to the Churdpsatich several years
ago; but she was denyed an admission into that Botyety, partly through a suspicion
of Witchcraft, then urged against her. And there&vmame in Testimony, of preternatural
Mischiefs, presently befalling some that had beestrumental to debar her from the
Communion whereupon she was intruding.

IV. There was a particular Depositiondiseph Staffordlhat his Wife had conceived an
extream Aversion to thislow, on the Reports of her Witchcrafts: Bdbw one day,
taking her by the Hand, and sayindyelieve you are not ignorant of the great Scandal
that | lye under, by an evil Report raised upon ®ke immediately, unreasonably and
unperswadeably, even like one Enchanted, begaaktothis Woman's pardow being
soon after propounded, as desiring an AdmissioinéoTable of the Lord, some of the
pious Brethren were unsatisfy'd about her. The Bldgpointed a Meeting to hear
Matters objected against her; and no ArgumentlenvWorld could hinder this Goodwife
Stafford from going to the Lecture. She did indeed promsigh much ado, that she
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would not go to the Church-meeting, yet she cowtrafrain going thither alsddow's
Affairs there were so canvased, that she cametferGuilty thanCleared nevertheless
Goodwife Stafford could not forbear taking her by the Hand, andrggyrho’ you are
Condemned before Men, you are Justify'd before Gbé. was quickly taken in a very
strange manner, Ranting, Raving, Raging and cryuigGoodyHow must come into the
Church; she is a precious Saint; and tho' she hedemned before Men, she is Justify'd
before God.So she continued for the space of two or threerg$jaand then fell into a
Trance. But coming to her self, she cry'd ¢da) | was mistakenand afterwards again
repeatedHa! | was mistakenBeing asked by a stander bBiherein?she replyed)
thought GoodyHow had been a precious Saint of God, but now | seesshaVitch: She
has bewitched me, and my Child, and we shall neeeavell, till there be a Testimony for
her, that she may be taken into the Churshd How said afterwards, that she was very
sorry to seeStafford at the Church-meeting mentione8tafford after this, declared
herself to be afflicted by the Shape l8bw;, and from that Shape she endured many
Miseries.

V. John How Brother to the Husband of the Prisoner testifidtht he refusing to
accompany the Prisoner unto her Examination, asbyd®er desired, immediately some
of his Cattle were Bewitched to Death, leaping ¢hoe four foot high, turning about,
speaking, falling, and dying at once; and goinguboff an Ear, for an use, that might as
well perhaps have been omitted, the Hand whereimdié his Knife was taken very
numb, and so it remained, and full of Pain, foresalsrDays, being not well at this very
Time. And he suspected the Prisoner for the Autha

VI. Nehemiah Abbotestify'd, that unusual and mischievous Accidemtgild befal his
Cattle, whenever he had any Difference with thisd?rer. Once, particularly, she wished
his Ox choaked; and within a little while that Oxasvchoaked with a Turnep in his
Throat. At another Time, refusing to lend his Homsethe Request of her Daughter, the
Horse was in a preternatural manner abused. Anerakeather odd things of that kind
were testified.

VIl. There came in Testimony, that one Good-wi#fieerwin upon some Difference with
How, was Bewitched; and that she dyed, chargingHloe with having an Hand in her
Death. And that other People had their Barrels ahldunaccountably mischieved,
spoil'd and spilt, upon their displeasing of her.

The things in themselves were trivial, but therengpesuch a Course of them, it made
them the more considered. Among othévsrtha Wood gave her Testimony, That a
little after her Father had been employed in gatigean account oflow's Conversation,
they once and again lost great Quantities of Daunkof their Vessels, in such a manner,
as they could ascribe to nothing but Witchcraft. #lso, ThatHow giving her some
Apples, when she had eaten of them, she was takBrawery strange kind of Amaze,
insomuch that she knew not what she said or did.

VIIl. There was likewise a Cluster of Depositioifiat onelsaac Cummingsefusing to
lend his Mare unto the Husband of thisw, the Mare was within a Day or two taken in a
strange condition: The Beast seemed much abuséuy beuised as if she had been
running over the Rocks, and marked where the Brigdat, as if burnt with a red hot
Bridle. Moreover, one using a Pipe of Tobacco far Cure of the Beast, a blue Flame
issued out of her, took hold of her Hair, and nolyspread and burnt on her, but it also
flew upwards towards the Roof of the Barn, and hieel to have set the Barn on Fire:
And the Mare dyed very suddenly.
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IX. Timothy Pearleyand his Wife, testifyd, Not only unaccountable shiefs befel their
Cattle, upon their having of Differences with thsisoner: but also that they had a
Daughter destroyed by Witchcrafts; which DaughtidirchargedHow as the Cause of her
Affliction. And it was noted, that she would beustk down wheneverdow were spoken
of. She was often endeavoured to be thrown intoRine, and into the Water, in her
strange Fits: Tho' her Father had corrected hecHargingHow with bewitching her, yet
(as was testified by others also) she said, Sheswmasof it, and must dye standing to it.
Accordingly she chargeHiow to the very Death; and sai@ho' How could afflict and
torment her Body, yet she could not hurt her Séuld, That the Truth of this matter
would appear, when she should be dead and gone.

X. Francis Lanetestified, That being hired by the Husband of tH®~ to get him a
parcel of Posts and Rails, tHiane hired John Pearlyto assist him. This Prisoner then
told Lane That she believed the Posts and Rails would notbécauselohn Pearly
helped him; but that if he had got them alone, aithJohn Pearly'shelp, they might
have done well enough. Whdames Howcame to receive his Posts and Raild afe
How taking them up by the Ends, they, tho' good anoh@pyet unaccountably broke off,
so thatLanewas forced to get thirty or forty more. And thisg@ner being informed of it,
she said, She told him so before, bec&esarly helped about them.

XI. Afterwards there came in the Confessions ofsalvother (penitent) Witches, which
affirmed thisHow to be one of those, who with them had been baptmethe Devil in
the River, atNewburyFalls: before which he made them there kneel dowihe Brink
of the River and worshiped him.

V.
THE TRIAL OF MARTHA CARRIER, AT THE
COURT OF OYER AND TERMINER, HELD BY ADJOURNMENT
AT SALEM, AUGUST 2. 1692.

I\/I artha Carrier was Indicted for the bewitching certain Persomgo0ading to the
Form usual in such Cases, pleadigt Guilty, to her Indictment; there were first
brought in a considerable number of the bewitcheddéhs; who not only made the Court
sensible of an horrid Witchcraft committed uponnthebut also deposed, That it was
Martha Carrier, or her Shape, that grievously tormented them,Bling, Pricking,
Pinching and Choaking of them. It was further deylpshat while thiarrier was on
her Examination, before the Magistrates, the PempRe were so tortured that every one
expected their Death upon the very spot, but thahuhe binding oCarrier they were
eased. Moreover the Look @farrier then laid the Afflicted People for dead; and her
Touch, if her Eye at the same time were off theargad them again: Which Things were
also now seen upon her Tryal. And it was testifiEdat upon the mention of some
having their Necks twisted almost round, by thedehaf thisCarrier, she replyedits no
matter though their Necks had been twisted quite of

Il. Before the Trial of this Prisoner, several arlown Children had frankly and fully
confessed, not only that they were Witches thenmaselbut that this their Mother had
made them so. This Confession they made with ¢8batvs of Repentance, and with
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much Demonstration of Truth. They related PlacejéliOccasion; they gave an account
of Journeys, Meetings and Mischiefs by them peréatpand were very credible in what
they said. Nevertheless, this Evidence was notymed against the Prisoner at the Bar,
inasmuch as there was other Evidence enough tegdagpon.

lll. Benjamin Abbogave his Testimony, That last March was a twelvatmathisCarrier
was very angry with him, upon laying out some Laméar her Husband's: Her
Expressions in this Anger, wefBhat she would stick as closeAbbotas the Bark stuck
to the Tree; and that he should repent of it afeewen Years came to an End, so as
Doctor Prescoshould never cure hinThese Words were heard by others besfd#sot
himself; who also heard her s&he would hold his Nose as close to the Grindsésne
ever it was held since his Name walsbot Presently after this, he was taken with a
Swelling in his Foot, and then with a Pain in hideS and exceedingly tormented. It bred
into a Sore, which was launced by Dod®rsescot and several Gallons of Corruption ran
out of it. For six Weeks it continued very bad, dhdn another Sore bred in the Groin,
which was also lanced by DoctBrescot Another Sore then bred in his Groin, which
was likewise cut, and put him to very great Misédtlg was brought unto Death's Door,
and so remained un@arrier was taken, and carried away by the Constable, fathinh
very Day he began to mend, and so grew better &ayyand is well ever since.

Sarah Abbotalso, his Wife, testified, That her Husband was$ owly all this while
Afflicted in his Body, but also that strange exn@dioary and unaccountable Calamities
befel his Cattel; their Death being such as theydguess at no Natural Reason for.

IV. Allin Toothakertestify'd, ThatRichard the son ofMartha Carrier, having some
difference with him, pull'd him down by the Hair tife Head. When he Rose again, he
was going to strike @ichard Carriet but fell down flat on his Back to the ground, and
had not power to stir hand or foot, until he t@drrier he yielded; and then he saw the
shape oMartha Carrier, go off his breast.

This Toothaker had Received a wound in thears and he now testify'd, théflartha
Carrier told him,He should never be Curedust afore the Apprehending Garrier, he
could thrust a knitting Needle into his wound, fonches deep; but presently after her
being siezed, he was throughly healed.

He further testify'd, that whe@arrier and he sometimes were at variance, she would clap
her hands at him, and saye should get nothing by ityhereupon he several times lost
his Cattle, by strange Deaths, whereof no nataases could be given.

V. John Roggealso testifyed, That upon the threatning wordthaf maliciousCarrier,
his Cattle would be strangely bewitched; as waserparticularly then described.

VI. Samuel Prestorestify'd, that about two years ago, having sonfferdnce with
Martha Carrier, he lost aCow in a strange Preternatural unusual manner; andtabo
month after this, the sai@arrier, having again some difference with him, she tatd;h
He had lately lost a Cow, and it should not be Idmgfore he lost anothenvhich
accordingly came to pass; for he had a thriving &et-kept Cow, which without any
known cause quickly fell down and dy'd.

VII. Phebe Chandletestify'd, that about a Fortnight before the appresion ofMartha
Carrier, on a Lords-day, while the Psalm was singing | @murch this Carrier then
took her by the shoulder and shaking her, askedwiesre she livedshe made her no
Answer, although a€arrier, who lived next door to her Fathers House, cowd in
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reason but know who she was. Quickly after thisslteswas at several times crossing the
Fields, she heard a voice, that she took td/aetha Carriers and it seem'd as if it was
over her head. The voice told hehe should within two or three days be poisoned.
Accordingly, within such a little time, one half bér right hand, became greatly swollen,
and very painful; as also part of her Face; whesbef can give no account how it came.
It continued very bad for some dayes; and sevienalst since, she has had a great pain in
her breast; and been so siezed on her leggs, hleahas hardly been able to go. She
added, that lately, going well to the House of GRiathard the son oMartha Carrier,
look'd very earnestly upon her, and immediately hand, which had formerly been
poisoned, as is abovesaid, began to pain her greatll she had a strange Burning at her
stomach; but was then struck deaf, so that shelcmilhear any of the prayer, or singing,
till the two or three last words of the Psalm.

VIIl. One Foster, who confessed her own share in the Witchcraftbich the Prisoner
stood indicted, affirm'd, that she had seen theoper at some of theWitch-meetings
and that it was thi€arrier, who perswaded her to be a Witch. She confeskatl the
Devil carry'd them on a pole, to a Witch-meetingt the pole broke, and she hanging
about Carriers neck, they both fell down, and she then receivechart by the Fall,
whereof she was not at this very time recovered.

IX. OnelLacy, who likewise confessed her share in this Witcticreow testify'd, that she
and the prisoner were once Bodily present ®Wi@h-meetingn Salem Villageand that
she knew the prisoner to be a Witch, and to haea la¢ a Diabolical sacrament, and that
the prisoner was the undoing of her, and her Géildby enticing them into the snare of
the Deuvil.

X. AnotherLacy, who also confessed her share in this Witchcraity testify'd, that the
prisoner was at th®Vitch-meetingin Salem Village where they had Bread and Wine
Administred unto them.

XI. In the time of this prisoners Trial, oi@&sanna Sheldom open Court had her hands
Unaccountably ty'd together with a Wheel-band,asi that without cutting, it could not
be loosed: It was done bySpectre and the Sufferer affirm'd, it was tReisoners

Memorandum.This Rampant HagMartha Carrier, was the person, of whom the
Confessions of the Witches, and of her own Childrerong the rest, agreed, That the
Devil had promised her, she should@aeen of Heb

Having thus far done the Service imposed upon meilll further pursue it, by
relating a few of those Matchles&ROSITIES with which theWitchcraftnow upon
us, has entertained us. And | shall Report nothimgwith Good Authority, and what |
would invite all my Readers to examine, while {et Fresh and New, that if there be
found any mistake, it may be as willingRetractedas it was unwillinglyCommitted

THE FIRST CURIOSITIE .

l. 'Tis very Remarkable to see what an Impious lamglidentimitation of Divine Things,
is Apishly affected by the Devil, in several of #gomatters, whereof the Confessions of
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our Witches and the Afflictions of ouBufferershave informed us.

That Reverend and Excellent Person, 3&tin Higginsonin my Conversation with him,
Once invited me to this Reflection; that the Indiavhich came from far to settle about
Mexicg were in their Progress to that Settlement, urad€onduct of theDevil, very
strangely Emulating what the Blessed God gavertel in the Wilderness.

Acosta is our Author for it, that the Devil in their IH¥itzlipultzli, governed that mighty
Nation. 'He commanded them to leave their Coumptrymising to make thernords over
all the Provinces possessed 8 other Nations of Indians, and give them a Land
abounding with all precious things. They went fortharrying their Idol with them, in a
Coffer of Reeds supported by Four of their Princip&8riests with whom he still
Discoursedin secret, Revealing to them the Successes, acttléwds of their way. He
advised them, when tdlarch, and where té&stay and without his Commandment they
moved not. The first thing they did, where-everytbame, was to ErectTabernacle for
their false god; which they set always in the mafsheir Camp, and they placed ek
upon anAlter. When they, Tired with pains, talked gffoceeding no furthein their
Journey, than a certain pleasant Stage, whereyontbiee arrived, this Devil in one Night,
horribly kill'd them that had started this Talk, pulling out their Hearts. And so they
passed on till they came kdexica'

The Devil whichthenthus imitated what was in the Church of bl Testamentnow
amongUs would Imitate the Affairs of the Church in tiNew The Witchesdo say, that
they form themselves much after the manneCohgregational Churchesand that they
have aBaptismand aSuppey andOfficersamong them, abominably Resembling those of
our Lord.

But there are many more of these Blodaytations if the Confessions of th&/itchesare
to be Received; which | confess, ought to be bth wery much Caution.

What is their stricking down with a fierdeook? What is their making of the Afflicted
Rise with a touch of theiHand? What is their Transportation thro' the? What is their
Travelling in Spirit, while their Body is cast into a Trance? Whathsitt causing of
Cattleto run mad and perish? What is their Entring tiNeimes in 8ookK? What is their
coming together from all parts, at the Sound oframpe? What is their Appearing
sometimes Cloathed withight or Fire upon them? What is their Covering of themselves
and their Instruments withnvisibility? But a Blasphemous Imitation of certain Things
recorded about our Saviour or His Prophets, oStats in the Kingdom of God.

A SECOND CURIOSITIE .

IIl. In all the Witchcraftwhich now Grievously Vexes us, | know not whethaything be
more Unaccountable, than the Trick which the Wischave to render themselves, and
their ToolsInvisible Witchcraftseems to be the Skill of Applying tRdastic Spiritof the
World, unto some unlawful purposes, by means obaf€leracy withEvil Spirits Yet
one would wonder how thEvil Spirits themselves can do some things; especially at
Invisibilizing of the Grossest Bodies. | can tell the Name ofAacient Author, who
pretends to show theay, how a man may come to walk abtnaisible, and | can tell the
Name of another Ancient Author, who pretends tol&oe that way. But | will not speak
too plainly Lest | should unawares Poison some pfReadersas the piousiemingius
did one of hisPupils when he only by way of Diversion recitedpell which, they had
said, would curé\gues This much | will say; The notion of procurimgyisibility, by any
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Natural Expedientyet known, is, | Believe, a meeniRyism; How far it may be
obtained by aMagical Sacraments best known to the Dangerous Knaves that hgick t
it. But our Witchesdo seem to have got the knack: and this is ontefThings, that
make me thinkWitchcraftwill not be fully understood, until the day wherete shall not
be one Witch in the World.

There are certain people veDogmatical about these matters; but I'll give them only
these three Bones to pick.

First, One of our bewitched people, was cruellyaaied by &Spectrethat, she said, ran
at her with aspindle tho' no body else in the Room, could see eitheiSpectreor the
spindle At last, in her miseries, giving a snatch at 8mectre she pull'd thespindle
away, and it was no sooner got into her hand, teitother people then present, beheld,
that it was indeed a Real, Proper, Irgpindle belonging they knew to whom; which
when they lock'd up very safe, it was neverthelssBemonsunaccountably stole away,
to do further mischief.

Secondly, Another of our bewitched people, was tedimwith a most abusivBpectre
which came to her, she said, witlslaeetabout her. After she had undergone a deal of
Teaze, from the Annoyance of tBpectre she gave a violent snatch at the sheet, that was
upon it; wherefrom she tore a corner, which in lemd immediately becamésible to a
Roomful of Spectators; a palpable Corner of a Shéet Father, who was now holding
her, catch'd that he might keep what his Daugladrdo strangely siezed, but the unseen
Spectrehad like to have pull'd his hand off, by endeavmgirto wrest it from him;
however he still held it, and | suppose has itl &tishow; it being but a few hours ago,
namely about the beginning of tlixtober that this Accident happened; in the family of
onePitman atManchester

Thirdly, A young man, delaying to procure Testinalsifor his Parents, who being under
confinement on suspicion &Witchcraft required him to do that service for them, was
quickly pursued with odd Inconveniences. But onbeva the Rest, an Officer going to
put hisBrand on the Horns of som€ows belonging to these people, which tho' he had
siez'd for some of their debts, yet he was williogleave in their possession, for the
subsistance of the poor Family; this young man 'tleip holding the Cows to be thus
branded. The three fir€owshe held well enough; but when the hot Brand wagp'd|
upon the Fourth, heiinc'd andshrunkat such a Rate, as that he could hold the Cow no
longer. Being afterwards Examined about it, he esséd, that at that very instant when
the Brand entered the&Cow's Horn exactly the like burning@rand was clap'd upon his
own Thigh; where he has exposed the lasting mdritsunto such as asked to see them.

Unriddle these Things,Et Eris mihi magnus Apollo.
A THIRD CURIOSITIE .

ll. If a Drop of Innocent Bloodshould be shed, in the Prosecution of Wkechcrafts
among us, how unhappy are we! For which causenhataexpress my self in better
terms, than those of a most Worthy Person, whes livear the present Center of these
things. The Mind of God in these matters, is to be carefully lookt intothwdue
Circumspection, that Satan deceive us not withDiggices, who transforms himself into
an Angel of Light, and may pretend justice andiyieind mischiefBut on the other side,

if the storm of Justice do now fall only on the Hsaf those guiltyVitchesandWretches
which have defiled our Lanéfow Happy!
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The Execution of some that have lately Dyed, hanhenmediately attended, with a
strange Deliverance of some, that had lain for mesays, in a most sad Condition, under,
they knew not whosevil hands As | am abundantly satisfy'd, That many of the
Self-Murders committed here, have been the effeti@ Cruel and BloodyVitchcraft
letting fly Demonsupon the miserabl8eneca’sthus, it has been admirable unto me to
see, how a DevilishVitchcraft sending Devils upon them, has driven many poopjee

to Despair, and persecuted their minds, with such BuzzeAtbéismandBlasphemyas
has made them even rdistracted with TerrorsAnd some lon@ow'd downunder such
aspirit of Infirmity, have been marvelously Recovered upon the dedhedVitches.

OneWhetfordparticularly ten years ago, challengingBsfdget Bishop(whose Trial you
have had) with steeling of a Spodsishopthreatned her very direfully: presently after
this, wasWhetfordin the Night, and in her Bed, visited Byshop with oneParker, who
making the Room light at their coming in, therecdigrsed of several mischiefs they
would inflict upon her. At last they pull'd her ¢aind carried her unto the Sea-side, there
to drown, her; but she calling upon God, they left her, that without Expressions of
their Fury. From that very time, this po®hetford was utterly spoilt, and grew a
Tempted, Froward, Crazed sort of a Woman; a vematidher self, and all about her; and
many ways unreasonable. In this Distraction shgtithyhose women were Apprehended,
by the Authority;thenshe began to mend; and upon their Execution, weseptly and
perfectly Recovered, from the ten years madness#thbeen upon her.

A FOURTH CURIOSITIE .

IV. 'Tis a thousand pitties, that we should permit Eyes, to be s&lood-shotwith
passions, as to loose the sight of many wonddrnings, wherein the Wisdom and Justice
of God, would be Glorify'd. Some of those thingse #he frequentApparitions of
Ghosts, whereby many ORllurders among us, come to be considered. And, among
many instances of this kind, | will single out omehich concerned a poor man, lately
Prestunto Death, because of his Refusing’teadfor his Life. | shall make an Extract of

a Letter, which was written to my Honourable Frie@hmuel SewalEsq.; by Mr.
Putman to this purpose;

‘The Last Night my Daughtéknn, was grievously Tormented by Witches, Threatnhvag t
she should b@ressedo Death, beforé&iles Cory But thro' the Goodness of a Gracious
God, she had at last a little Respite. Whereuperethppeared unto her (she said) a man
in a Winding Sheet, who told her thatles Coryhad Murdered him, bigressinghim to
Death with his Feet; but that the Devil there appéaunto him, and Covenanted with
him, and promised hinHe should not be Hange@he Apparition said, God Hardned his
heart; that he should not hearken to the AdvicéhefCourt, and so Dy an easy Death;
because as it saitt,must be done to him as he has done toThe.Apparition also said,
ThatGiles Cory was carry'd to the Court for this, and that thiey had found the Murder,
and that her Father knew the man, and the thingdeas before she was born. Now Sir,
This is not a little strange to us; that no bodgudtt Remember these things, all the while
that Giles Cory was in Prison, and so often before the Court. &brpeople now
Remember very well, (and the Records of the Colgb anention it,) That about
Seventeen Years agGiles Corykept a man in his House, that was almost a Natural
Fool: which Man Dy'd suddenly. A Jury was imparthepon him, among whom was Dr.
Zorobbabel Endicotwho found the man bruised to Death, and haviodagrs of Blood
about his Heart. The Jury, whereof several aralpet brought in the man Murdered; but
as if some Enchantment had hindred the Prosecafitimee Matter, the Court Proceeded
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not againsGiles Cory tho' it cost him a great deal of Mony to get'dfhus the Story.

he Reverend and Worthy Author, having at the Divecbf His EXCELLENCYthe

Governour, so far Obliged the Publick, as to gieene Account of the Sufferings
brought upon the Countrey biitchcraft; and of the Tryals which have passed upon
several Executed for the Same:

Upon Perusal thereof, We find the Matters of Faud &vidence, Truly reported. And a
Prospect given, of th¥lethods of Convictionused in the Proceedings of the Court at
Salem

Boston Octob. 11. William Stoughton
1692. Samuel Sewall.

ut is New-England the only Christian Countrey, that hath undergmsweh

Diabolical Molestations? No, there are other Goedpte, that have in this way
been harassed; but none in circumstances morediQeirs, than the people of God, in
SweedlandThe story is a very Famous one; and it comeg&aks English by the Acute
Pen of the Excellent and Renowned Borneck | shall only single out a few of the more
Memorable passages therein Occurring; and wheagrées with what happened among
ourselves, my Reader shall understand, by my inge& Word of every such thing in
Black Letter.

l. It was in the Year 1669. and 1670. ThaMathra in SweedlandtheDevils by the help
of Witches, committed a most horrible outrage. Among othestdnces of Hellish
Tyranny there exercised. One was, that Hundredbesf Children, were usually in the
Night fetcht from their Lodgings, to a DiabolicakRlezvouz, at a place they called,
Blockulg where the Monsters that so Spirited thd@mpted them all manner of Ways
to Associatewith them. Yea, such was the perillous Growth huf Witchcraft that
Persons of Quality began to send their Childrem ather Countries to avoid it.

Il. The Inhabitants had earnestly sought God Rrayer; and Yet their Affliction
Continued. WhereuponJudgeshad a SpeciaCommission to find and root out the
Hellish Crew; and the rather, because another @anrthe Kingdom, which had been so
molested, was delivered upon the Execution ofttitehes

lll. The Examination, was begun with a Day ¢dumiliation ; appointed by Authority.
Whereupon the Commissione@onsulting, how they might resist such a Dangerous
Flood, theSuffering Children, were first Examined; and tho' they were Questione
One by One apart, yet theiDeclarations All Agreed TheWitches Accus'd in these
Declarations, were then Examined; and tho' at firsy obstinatelyDenied yet at length
many of them ingeniouslZonfessedthe Truth of what the children had said; owning
with Tears, that th®evil, whom they call'd_ocyta had Stopt their Mouths; but he
being nowGone from them, they couldNo Longer Concealthe Business. The things
by themAcknowledged most wonderfullyAgreed with what other Witches, in other
places had confessed.

IV. They confessed, that they did useQall upon the Devil, who thereupon would
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Carry them away, over the Tops of Houses, to a GreendMeawhere they gave
themselves unto him. Only one of them said, Thatetones theDevil only took away
herStrength, leaving heBody on the ground; but she went at other timeBaaly too.

V. Their manner was to come into tili&hambers of people, and fetch away their
children upon Beasts, of the Devils providing: preing Fine Cloaths and other Fine
Things unto them, to inveagle them. They said, theyer had power to do thus, till of
late; but now the Devil didPlague andBeat them, if they did not gratifie him, in this
piece of Mischief. They said, they made use of saits of Instruments in their
Journeys! OMen, of Beasts of Posts the Menthey commonly laid asleep at the place,
whereto they rode them; and if the children memttheNamesof them that stole them
away, they were miserabfycurgedfor it, until some of them were killed. TRRidges
found the marks of the Lashes on some of them;thaitWitches saidThey would
Quickly vanish. Moreover the Children would be strange Fits after they were
brought Home from these Transportations.

VI. The First Thing, they said, they were to doBliockula was to give themselves unto
the Devil, andvow that they would serve him. Hereupon, tleeyp their Fingers, and
with Blood writ their Namesin his Book. And he also caused them to Baptised by
suchPriests as he had, in this Horrid company.dameof them, theMark of thecut
Finger was to be found; they said, that the Devil gMeat andDrink , as toThem so
to the Children they brought with them: that aftards their Custom was ancebefore
him; andswearandcursemost horribly; they said, that the Devil show'@rha great,
Frightful, CruelDragon telling them If they confessed any Thinghe would let loose
that Great Devil upon them; they added, that theillbed aChurch, and that when the
Judgeswere coming, he told therhg would kill them all; and that some of them had
Attempted to Murder the Judges butcould not

VII. Some of theChildren, talked much of aVhite Angel, which did use td~orbid
them, what the Devil had bid them to do, d&bure them that these doings wouNbt
last long; but that what had been done was permitted fomiickedness of the People.
This White Angel, would sometimes rescue the Children, fr@oing in, with the
Witches.

VIIl. The Witches confessed many mischiefs donghgm, declaring with what kind of
Enchanted Tools they did their Mischiefs. They sought especi&dill the Minister

of Elfdale but could not. But some of them said, that suxlthay wounded, woulBe
recovered upon or before their Execution.

IX. The Judges would fain have seen them show some of thgicks; but they
Unanimously declared, thaince they had confessedall, they found all their
Witchcraft gone; and the Devil then Appeared very Terribleouhem, threatning with
anlron Fork , to thrust them into a Burning Pit, if they petstsin their Confession.

X. There were discovered no less tliareescore and teWitches in One Villagethree
and twenty of whichfreely confessingtheir Crimes, were condemned to dy. The rest,
(One pretending she was with Child) were senFahlung where most of them were
afterwards executed. Fifteen Children, which cosdesthemselves engaged in this
Witchery, dyed as the rest. Six and Thirty of thestweemine andsixteenyears of Age,
who had been less guilty, were forced to run thetlég and be lashed on their hands
once a Week, for a year together; twenty more wdmb less inclination to these Infernal
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enterprises, were lashed with Rods upon their Hdmdghree Sundays together, at the
Church door; the number of the seduced Childres, amut three hundred. This course,
together withPrayers, in all the Churches thro' the Kingdom, issuedhia deliverance
of the Country.

XI. The most Accomplished DHorneckinserts a most wise caution, in his preface to
this Narrative, says hehere is no Public Calamity, but some ill peoplall werve
themselves of the sad providence, and make uséootieir own ends; a¥hieveswhen

an house or town is on fire, will steal what thencAnd he mentions a Remarkable
Story of a young Woman, &tockholmin the year 1676, Who accused her own Mother
of being a Witch; and swore positively, that she karried her away in the Night; the
poor Woman was burnt upon it: professing her innogego the last. But tho' she had
been an Il Woman, yet it afterwards prov'd thae stas notsuch an one; for her
Daughter came to the Judges, with hideous LamentgtiConfessing, That she had
wronged her Mother, out of a wicked spite agaimst Wwhereupon the Judges gave order
for her Execution too.

But, so much of these things; And, nolagrd, make these Labours of thy Servant,
Profitable to thy People.

MATTER OMITTED IN THE TRIALS.

N ineteen Witches have been Executetledv-Englandone of them was a Minister,
and two Ministers more are Accus'd. There is a heohdVitches more in Prison,
which broke Prison, and about two Hundred moreAaiis'd, some Men of great Estates
in Boston have been accus'd f@¥itchcraft Those Hundred now in Prison accus'd for
Witches, were Committed by fifty of themselves lggikiitches some oBoston but most
aboutSalem and the Towns Adjacent. Mincrease Mathehas Published a Book about
Witchcraft occasioned by the late Trials of Witches, whiall tbe speedily printed in
Londonby John Dunton

THE DEVIL DISCOVERED.

2 Cor. Il. 11.We are not Ignorant of HIBEVICES.

Our Blessed Saviour has blessed us, with a couasityholsome and as Needful as
any that can be given us, Math. 26.41.Watch and Pray, that yee Enter not into
TemptationAs there is a Temptinglesh and a TemptingVorld, which would seduce us
from Our Obedience to the Laws of God, so thera BusyDevil, who is by way of
Eminency called;The Tempterbecause by him, the Temptations of fesh and the
World are managed.

It is not One Devilalone, that has Cunning or Power enough to apy@yMultitudes of
Temptationswhereby Mankind is daily diverted from the Seeviaf God; No, thedigh
Placesof Our Air, are Swarming full of thos&/icked Spiritswhose Temptations trouble
us; they are so many, that it seems no less thagi@n or more than twelve thousands
may be spared, for the Vexation of one miserable.nBut because those Apostate
Angels, are alUnited under one Infernal Monarch, in the Designs ofdief, 'tis in the
Singular Number, that they are spoken of. Now, Bleil, whose Malice and Envy,
prompts him to do what he can, that we may be happy as himself, do's ordinarily use
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more Fraud, thanForce in his assaulting of us; he that assail'd oustHarents, in a
Serpent will still Act Like a Serpentrather than d.ion, in prosecuting of his wicked
purposes upon us, and for us to guard againsiiles of the Wicked Onegis one of the
greatest cares, with which our Gloa's charged us.

We are all of us liable to variodemptationsvery day, whereby if we are carried aside
from the straitPaths of Righteousneswe get all sorts of wounds unto our selves. Of
Temptations| may say, as the Wise Man said,Mbrtality; there is no discharge from
that war. The Devils fell hard upon bottAdams nor may any among the Children of
both, imagine to be excused. T8enof God Himself, had thi®og of Hell, barking at
Him; and much more may the ChildrenMén look to be thus Visited; indeed, there is
hardly anyTemptation but what is,Common to ManWhen | was considering, how to
spend one Hour in Raising a most Effectual and ifafmé Breast-work against the
inroads of this Enemy, | perceived it would be ddmea short answer to this.

CASE.

What are those UsudWlethodsof Temptation,with which the Powers of Darkness do
assault the Children of Men?

The Corinthians having upon the Apostles Direction, Excommunidatae of their
Society, who had married his Mother-in-law, & thas, it is thought, while his own Father
was Living too; the Apostle encourages them to Raiathat man, upon his very deep
and sharpRepentanceHe gives divers Reasons of his propounding tm& uhem;
whereof one isLest Satan should get advantage of théon had the man miscarried,
under any Rigour of the Sentence continued upon aftar hisRepentance'tis well if

the Church itself had not quickly fallen to piedasreupon; besure, the Success of the
Gospel had been more than a little Incommoded. Apestle upon this Occasion,
intimates, ThatSatan has his Devices by which word are meant, Artifices or
Contrivances used for tHeeceivingof those that are Treated with them well, But what
shall we dothat we may come to thiSorinthian AttainmentWe are not Ignorant of
Satan's Devices[Non cuivis homini Contingi!

Truly, the Devil hasMiille Nocendi Artesand it will be impossible for us, to run over all
the Stratagemsand Policies of our Adversary. | shall only attempt a few Olsgions
upon theTemptationf our Lord Jesus Christ: who wasmpted in all things like unto
us, except in our Sin®When we read th&emptationsof our Lord Jesus Christ, in the
Fourth Chapter oMatthewThere, Thence, you will understand, what was ameted
so difficult; Even,The way of a Serpent upon the RotChkere are certain Ancient and
FamousMethodswhich the Devil in hisTemptations does mostly accustome himself
unto; which is not so much from any BarrennessShiggishness in the Devil, but
because he has had the Encouragement Bfadatum estupon those horrid Methods.
How did the Devil assault the Firadan? It was with Temptations drawn froRleasure
andProfit, andHonour, which, as the Apostle notes,inJoh. 2.16are,All that is in the
World. With the very same temptations it was, that Heujgon the Seconddamtoo.
Now, in thoseTemptationsyou will see the moré&sual Methodswhereby theDeuvil
would be Ensnaring of us; and | beseech you toattmto the following Admonitions, as
thoseWarningsof God, which the Lives of your souls depend upour taking of.

There were especially ThrdgemarkableAssaults ofTemptations which theDevil it
seems, visibly made upon our Lord; after he hachbwere invisibly for Forty dayes
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togetherTemptingof that Holy One; and we may make a few distRetmarksupon them
all.

8 The first of our Lords three Temptations is thelated, inMat. 4.3.He was an Hungry;
and when the Tempter came to him, he said, If heothe Son of God, Command that
these Stones be made Bread.

From whence, take theB=marks

I. The Devil will ordinarily make ourConditions to be the Advantages of his
TemptationsWhen our Lord wasiungry, thenBread! Bread!shall be all the Cry of his
Temptation; the Devil puts him upon a wrong step,the getting oBread There is no
Condition, but what has indeed sofdangeraccompanying of it; and the Devil marks
what it is, that we areHungry for. One mans Condition makes hiktunger for
Preferments, or Employments, another mans makesHuinger for Cash or Land, or
Trade; another mans makes hidunger for Merriments, or Diversions: And the
Condition of every Afflicted Man, makes hikungerwith Impatience for Deliverance.
Now the Devil will be sure to suit his Perswasievnth our Conditions When he has our
Conditionto speak with him, & for him, then thinks heam sure this man will now
hearken to my Proposalsience, if men are iRrosperity the Devil will tempt them to
Forgetfulness of God,; if they are Adversity he will tempt them to Murmuring at God;
in all the expressions of those impieties. WAggIr was aware of this; iRrov. 30.9.says
he, if a man bé&ull, he shall be tempteth deny God, and say, who is the Lortl& man
be Poor, he shall be temptéd,steal, and take the Name of God in vdine Devil will
talk suitably; if you ponder your Conditions, youaynexpect you shall be tempted
agreeably thereunto.

Il. The Devil does often manage hemptationsby urging of oumNecessitiesOur Lord,
was thus by the Devil bawl'd upo¥ipu want Bread, and you'll starve, if in my way you
get it not.The Devil will show some forbidden thing unto asd plead concerning it, as
of Breadwe use to sayt must be hadNecessityhas a wonderful compulsion in it. You
may see whalNecessitywill do, if you read inDeut. 28.56the tender and the delicate
Woman among you, her eye shall be evil toward€thilelren that she shall bear, for she
shall eat them for want of all thing§he Devil will perswade us that there idlacessity
of our doing what he does propound unto us; and the' theLawsof God about us were
so manyWalls of Stone, yet we shall break through them all.tTitiée inconvenience, of
our coming to beg ouBread O what a fearful Representation does the Devkerd it!
and when once the Devil scares us to think of &ulkthing, it must be donewe soon
come to thinkjt may be doneWhen the Devil has frighted us into an Apprehemsthat

it is a Needfulthing which we are prompted unto, he presentlyageg all the Faculties
of our Souls, to prove, that it may bé&awful one; the Devil toldEsau, You'll dye if you
don't sell your Birthrightthe Devil toldAaron, You'll pull all the people about your ears,
if you do not countenance their superstitioaad then they comply'd immediately. Yea,
sometimes if the Devil do but Feign a Necessitydbes therebain the Hearts of Men;
he did but feign a Need, when he t&8dul, the Cattel must be spared, and the sacrifice
must be precipitated® he does but feign a Need, when he tells mamaa,if you do no
servile work on theé&abbath-dayand if you don't Rob God of his evening, you'llarev
subsist in the worldAll the denials of God, in the world, use to benfr this Fallacy
impos'd upon us. It never can be necessary foo ugtate any Negative Commandment
in the Law of our God; where God sayspu shalt natwe cannot upon any pretence
reply, I must But the Devil will put a most formidable and as&hing face of necessity
upon many of thos@Abominable things, which are hateful to the souGold He'll say
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nothing to us about, the one thing needful; butgbtte and the sordeed-notof this
world, he'll set off with most bloody Colours NEcessityHe will not say,tis necessary
for you to maintain the Favour of your God, andwecahewelfare of your Soulbut he'll
say,'tis necessary for you to keep in with your Neighispand that you and yours may
have a good Living among them.

lll. The Devil does insinuate his most Horriblemptations with pretence, of much
FriendshipandKindnesgor us. He seemed very unwilling that our Lord @ldovant any
thing that might be comfortable for him; but, heswaDevil still! The Devil flatters our
MotherEve as if he was desirous to make her more Happy hleaiaker did; but there
was theDevil in that flattery.Sub Amici fallere Nomen—to Salute men with profers to
do all manner of Service for them; and at the same to Stab them a¥abdid Abner
of old; this is just like th®evil, and theDevil truly has many Children that Imitate him in
it. Some very Affectionate Things were spoken oact® our Lord;Lord, be it far from
thee, that thou shouldest suffer any Troulidet our Lords Answer was, iNlat. 16.23
Get thee behind me Satarhe Devil will say to a mar,would have thee to Consult thy
own Interest, and | would have Trouble to be fanfrtheeHe speaks thedeair Things
by the Mouths of our professed Friends unto us)eadid by the Tongue of a Speckled
Snake unto our Deluded Parents at the first. Buth&éd while, 'tis a Direction that has
been wisely given usWhen he speaks fair, Believe him not, for there segen
Abominations in his Heart.

IV. Things in themselve®llowable and Convenient are oftentimes turned into sore
Temptationdy the Devil. He press'd our Lord unto the malah@read Why, that very
thing was afterwards done by our Lord, in the Meaof theLoaves and yet it is now a
motion of theDevil, Pray, make thy self a Little Brea@ihe Devil will frequently put men
by, from the doing of aeasonable Dutybut how? Truly by putting us upon another
Duty, which may be at that juncture a mastseasonabl&hing. It is said irEccl. 8.5.A
Wise Mans heart discerns both Time and JudgnmiEm.lll-Timing of good Things, is
One of the chief Intregues, which the Devil ha®tosecute. The Devil himself, will Egg
us on to many ®uty; and why so? But because at that very Time a rpovper and
Useful Duty, will have é&upersedeagiven thereunto. And, thus there are many Things,
whereof we can say, though no more than this,y@bsch as thisThey are Lawful ones
by which Lawful Things—Perimus Omnes/Nhere shall we find that the Devil has laid
our most fatal Snares? Truly, our Snares are orBttk where it isLawful for us to
Sleep; at theBoard where it isLawful for us to Sit; in theCup, where ‘tisLawful to
Drink; and in theShops where we havéawful Business to do. ThBevil will decoy us,
unto the utmost Edge of théberty that isLawful for us; and then one Little push, hurries
us into a Transgression against the Lord. AndOkeil by Inviting us to d.awful thing,

at a wrong time for it, Layes us under further Bgtament of Guilt before God. Tis
Lawful for People to use Recreations; but in the Everwhdhe Lords Day, or the
Morning of any Day, how Ensnaring are they! Thevil then too commonly bears part in
the Sport. If Promiscuous Dancingvere Lawful; though almost all the Christian
Churches in the World, have made a Scandal otttfor Persons to go presently from a
Sermorto aDance is to do a thing, which Doubtless thevil makes good Earnings of.

V. To distrustGods Providence and Protection, is one of the tbisgs, into which the
Devil by his Temptationsvould be hurrying of us. He would fain have drivaur Lord
unto a Suspicion of Gods care about Him, said teéellDYou may dy for lack of Bread, if
you do not look better after your self, than Godike to do for yoult is an usual thing
for Persons to dispair of Godisatherly CareConcerning them; they torture themselves
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with distracting and amazing Fears, that they gtwtie to want before they dy; Yea, they
even say withJonas in Chap. 2.41 am cast out of the sight of GoHe wont look after
me! But it is the Devil that is the Author of alich Melancholly Suggestions in the
minds of men. It is a thought that often raisesavier in the Hearts dflarried Persons,
when Charges grow upon thefod will never be able in the way of my Callingfeed
and cloath all my Little Folkslt is a Thought with whichAged persons are often
tormented,Tho' God has all my dayes hitherto supplied me| w#iall be pinched with
Straits before | come to my Journeys efitcs a malicious Devil that raises thelSeil
surmisingsin the hearts of Men. And sometimes a distempdéanfy affords a Lodging
for the Devil, from whence he shoots the cruel Bsrmb suchFiery Thoughtsinto the
minds of many other persons. With such thoughts dioe Devil choose to persecute us;
because thereby we come Rorfeit what weQuestion We Questionthe Care of God,
and so we~orfeit it, until perhaps the Devil do utterrown us in PerditionOur God
says,Trust in the Lord, and do good, and verily thou lsha fed.But the Devil says,
don't you trust in God; be afraid that you shalt i@ fed;and thus he hinders men from
thedoing of Good

VI. There is nothing more Frequent in fhemptation®f the Devil, then for ouAdoption

to be doubted, because of @iffliction. When our Lord was in his Penury, then says the
Devil, If thou be the Son of Gothe how makes ali, of it; What? the Son of God, and
not be able to Command a Bit of Brea@lhus, when we are in very Afflictive
Circumstances, this will be the Devils Inferen€apu art not a Child of Godl'he Bible
says inHeb. 12.7If you are Chastened, it is a shrow'd sign that gaa't be Children.
Since he can't Rob us of oGrace he would Rob us of ouloy, and therefore having
Accused us unto God, he then Accuses God unto henWrael was weak and faint in
the Wilderness, then diimalekset upon them; just so does the Devil set upopdiople

of God, when their Losses, their Crosses, theirré&ses have Enfeebled their Souls
within them; and what says the Devil? E'en the sdmaewas mutter'd in the Ear of the
Afflicted Job, Is not this the Uprightness of thy Ways? Remenilpgy thee, who ever
perished, being Innocent? If thou wert a Child a@fdGHe would never follow thee, with
such Testimonies of his Indignatidrhis is thelLogic of the Devil; and he thus interrupts
that patience, and that Chearfulness wherewithhealdsuffer the will of God

VIl. To dispute the Divine Original and Authority &ods Wordis not the least of those
Temptationsvith which the Devil troubles us. God from Heavkead newly said unto our
Lord, this is my Beloved Spbut now the Devil would have him to make a dispot it,

If thou be the son of Go@he Devil durst not be so Impudent, and Braseld fas to bid
men usePharaohsLanguageWho is the Lord, that | should obey his voi&# he will
whisper into our Ears, what he did unto our MotEee of old, It is not the Lord that hath
spoken what you call his Word@he Devil would have men say unto t8eripture what
they said unto thBrophet in Jer. 43.2.Thou speakest falsely; the Lord our God hath not
sent thee to speak what thou sayst unto &dj)e would fain have secret & cursed
Misgivings in our heartsthat things are not altogether so as the Scriptinas
represented thenThe Devil would with all his heart make one hugenBfire of all the
Bibles in the world; & he has got Millions of pecsgors toassist him in the suppression
of that miraculous booKt was thedevil once in the tongue of a Papishat cry'd outA
plague on this bible; this 'tis that does all ouisohief.But because he castuppresshis
Book, he sets himself, tOisgraceit all that he can. Altho' the Scripture carriesawn
Evidencewith it, and be all over, so pure, so great, s@,tand so powerful, that it is
impossible it should proceed from any but God alom¢ the Devil would gladly bring
some Discredit upon it, as if it were but sohl@mane ContrivanceOf nothing, is the
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Devil more desirous, than this; That we should cmint, Christ so preciousHeavenso
Glorious,Hell so Dreadful, an&inso odious, as the Scripture has declared it.

8 The Second of our Lords Three Temptations, igedlafter this manner, Mat. 4.5, 6.
Then the Devil taketh him up, into the Holy Citgdasetteth him upon a Pinacle of the
Temple; and saith unto him, if thou be the Sonal,@ast thy self down; for it is written,
He shall give his Angels charge concerning thed, iartheir Hands, they shall bear thee
up, lest at any time thou dash thy Foot againstoa&

From whence take the&e=marks

l. The places of the greatebtoliness will not secure us from Annoyance by the
Temptationsof the Devil, to the greatest wickedness. When laard was in the Holy
City, the Devil fell upon him there. Indeed, thésenow no propeHolinessof Placesin
our Days; the Signs and Means of Gods more spBogglence are not under the Gospel,
ty'd unto any certaiplaces Nevertheless there gpéaces where we use to enjoy much of
God; and where, altho' God visit not tRersonsfor the sake of th@laces yet he visits
the Placesfor the sake of th@ersonsBut, | am to tell you that the Devil will visihbse
Placesand besPersonsthere. NoPlace that | know of, has got suchSpellupon it, as
will always keep the Devil out. Th#eeting-Housewherein we Assemble for the
Worship of God, is fill'd with many Holy People,damany Holy Concerns continually;
but if our Eyes were so refined as the Servanh@fRrophet had his of old, | suppose we
should now see a Throng Bfevils in this very place. The Apostle has intimatedt tha
Angels come in among us; there are Angels it saatshark, how Preach and how
you Hear, at this Hour. And our own sad Experience is ehotgyintimate, That the
Devils are likewise Rendevouzing here. It is Reportedoin 1.5.When the Sons of God
came to present themselves before the Lord, Satae @lso among therdvhen we are

in our Church-Assemblies, O how mabBgvils do you imagine, croud in among us!
There is @evil that rocksone to Sleep, there isleevil that makes another to be thinking
of, he scarce knows what himself; and there®euil, that makes another, to be pleasing
himself with wanton and wicked Speculations. Itailso possible, that we have our
Closets or ourStudies gloriously perfumed with Devotions every day; lalds, can we
shut the Devil out of them? No, Let us go wherewile we shall still find a Devil nigh
unto us. Only, when we come to Heaven, we shalbuieof his reach for evef thou
foul Devil; we are going where thou canst not cotde!was hissed out ¢faradise and
shall never enter it any more. Yea, more than senaheNew Jerusalencomes down
into theHigh Placesof our Air, from whence the Devil shall then benlshed, there shall
be no Devil within the Walls of that Holy Cithmen, Even so Lord Jesus, Come quickly.

Il. Any other acknowledgments of the Lord Jesusig€hwill be permitted by the
Temptations of the Devil, provided those Acknowledgts of him, which ar&rue and
Full, may be thereby prevented. What was it, that teelwurried our Lord Jesus Christ
unto the Top of th@emplefor? Surely it could not meerly be to fiftecipices any part
of the Wilderness would have afford@tdlem No, it was rather to hav@pectatorsAnd
why so, Why, the carnal Jews had an Expectatiomgrtizem; thaElias was to fly from
Heaven to the Temple; and the Devil seems willthgt our Lord should be cry'd up for
Elias, among the giddy multitude; or any thing in the MIptho never so considerable
otherwise, rather than to be received as the Cbfisbod. The Devil will allow his
Followers to think very highly of the Lord Jesusristy O but he is very lothe to have
them think,All. We read irCol. 1.19.It has pleased the Father, that in Him there should
all Fullness dwellBut it is pleasing to the Devil that we deny sanmirgg of the Immense
Fullness which is in our Lord. The Devil would confessdar Lord, Thou art the Holy
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One of Godbut then he claps iffhou art Jesus of Nazaretivhich was to conceal our
Lords beingJesus of Bethlehenand so his beingfhe True MessiahAll the Heresies
and all the Persecutions, that ever plagued thedBlhaf God, have still been, to strike at
someGlory of our Lord Jesus Christ. AHRIST Entirely Acknowledged, will save the
Souls of them that so Acknowledge Him; but, says BDrevil, Whatever tides | must not
give way to thatAs they say, the Devil makes Witches unable terudtl thelLords
Prayer, or some such System of Religion, without somerBegtions of it; thus the Deuvil
will consent that we may make a very large Contessif the Lord Jesus Christ; only he
will have us to deprave it, at least in some onedrant Article. Some one Honour,
some one Office, and some oBedinanceof the Lord Jesus Christ, must be always left
unacknowledged, by those that will do as the Dewilild have them.

lll. High Stationsgn the Church of God, lay men open to violent peduliarTemptations
of the Devil. When our Lord was upon tRenacle that is not thé-ane or Spire but the
Battlementf theTemple there did the Devil pester him, with singular Elstiations, and
he therein seems to intend an Entanglement foddhes, as well as for our Lord. Believe
me they that stand High, cannot stand safe. Theél Bea Nimrod, a mighty Hunter; and
common or little Game, will not serve his Turn:ibeaLeviathan of whom we may say,
as inJob. 41.34He beholds all high thingdMen of high Attainments, and Men of high
Employments, in the Church of God, must look, Iketerto be moreSifted and like
Paul, to be moreBuffetedthan other MenFerunt Summos Fulmina Montes—The
Devil can raise a Storm, when God permitteth it, &s for those Men that stand near
Heaven, the Devil will attack them with his mostelrstorms of Thunder and Lightening.
It was said]et him that standeth take hedaljt we may sayThey that stand most high,
have cause to take most he@tle Devil is aGoliah; and when he finds @hampion he'l
be sure most fiercely to Combate such a Man. HerisKilling many Birds with one
stone and he knows that he shall hinder a worldsafod and produce a world ol , if
once he can bring a Man Eminently Stationed insoTtayls. Hence 'tis that thdinisters

of God, are more dogg'd by the Devil, than othesq@es are. Especially sushinisters

as more in the highest Orb of Serviceableness;naost of all suchMinistersas have
spent many years in Laudable Endeavours to beceable; Those Ministers are t8&ars

of Heaven, at which thd&ayl of the Dragon will give the most sweeping and most
stinging strokes; the Devil will find that for therthat shall make theialk softlyall
their Days. These are the Men, that have creeplad ,vexed the Devil more than other
Men; for which the Devil has an old Quarrel witleth. O Neighbours, little do you think,
what black Days of Mourning, and Fasting, and Prgyefore the Lord, a Raging Devil
does fill the lives of sucMen of Godwithall.

IV. The Devil will make a deceitful and unfaithfulse of theScripturesto make his
Temptationdorceable. When the Devil Solicited our Lord, uato evil thing, he quoted
the Ninty First Psalm unto him, tho' indeed he fallaciously clip'&and maim'd it, of one
clause very material in it. O never does the Demake such dangerous Passes at us, as
when he does wrest oawn Swordout of our Hands, and pu3iatupon us. We have to
defend us, that Weapon lEph. 6.16. The Sword of the Spirit, which, is the word of God
but when the Devil has that very Weapon to fightuith, he makes terrible work of it.
When the Devil would poyson men with falBectrines he'l quote Scriptures for them; a
Quakerhimself, will have the First Chapter édhnalways in his mouth. When the Deuvil
would perswade men to vilkctions he'l quote Scriptures for them; he'l encourage me
to go on in Sin, by showing them, where 'tis s@ite Lord is ready to Pardohsay this,
The one story oDavidsFall, in the Scripture, has been made by the DaviEngine for
the Damnation of many Millions. The Devil will fig men from doing those things, that
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are,the Things of their Peagcbut How? He'l turn &criptureinto aScare-crowfor them.
The Devil will fright them from all constant Prayter God, by quoting that Scripturéhe
Sacrifice of the Wicked, is an Abomination to tleedt. the Devil will fright them from
the Holy Supper of God, by quoting that Scriptie, that Eats and Drinks unworthily,
Eats and Drinks damnation to himseéind thus the Devil will by some abused Scripture,
Terrifie the Children of God; the Scripture is weit as we are toldior our Comforf but

it is quoted by the Devilfor our terror. How many Godly Souls have been cast into
sinful Doubts and Fears, by the Devils foolish gexsupon that Scripturee that doubts

is Damned;and thatthe fearful shall have their portion in the burnibgke; The Deuvil
sometimes has play'd tiRreacher but | say,Beware all silly Souls when such a fool is
Preaching.

V. Grievous and Pulling Hurries ®elf-Murderare none of the smallest outrages, which
the Devil in hisTemptationccommits upon us. Why, did the Devil say to ourd,dast
thy self downbut in hopes that our Lord would have broke him&s, in the fall? The
Devil is anOld Murtherer and he loves tdlurder men; but noMurder gives him so
much satisfaction, as that which at his instiggtimen perpetrate upon themselves. We
see that such as aBewitchedandPossesselly the Devil, do quickly lay violent hands
upon themselves, if they be not watched continualtyl we see that when persons have
begun thatUnnatural business okilling themselvesthere is @reternaturalStupendious
Prodigious Assistance, by the Devil given thereuMthen people are going to Harm
themselves, we call upon them, like those to thlrJan Acts 16.28.Do thy self no
harm! And we have this Argument for it is the Devil that is dragging of you to this
mischief; but will you believe, will you obey sw@ehone as the Devil is®/hat was it that
madeJudasto strangle himself? We read it was when Erevil was in him| suppose
there are fevgelf-murderersbut what are first very strangely fallen into thevils hands;
and possibly, 'tis by some Extraordinddjscontent against God, oback-slidingfrom
him, that the Deuvil first entred into those distedbSouls. Indeed, some very great Saints
of God, have sometimes had hideous Royls raisadéipevil in their minds; untill they
have e'en cry'd out withob, | choose strangling rather than Lifand sometimes the ill
Humours or Vapours in the Bodies of such Good Mienso harbour the Devil that they
have this woful motion every day thence made uhemt You must Kill your self! you
must! you mustBut it is rarely any other than$aul an Abimelek an Achitophe] or a
Judas rarely any other, than a very Reprobate, whomibeil can drive, while the man
is Compos Mentisto Consummate such a Villany. Yea, no Child odGm his Right
Senses can go so far in this impiety, as to bewdfiout all Time and Room for true
Repentanceof the Crime; 'tisthus done, by none but those that go to the Devil. A
self-murdey acted by one that is upon other accounts a Rabkoman, is but such an
attempt of Revenge upon the God that made himpas hut one full of the Devil can be
guilty of. If any of you are Dragoon'd by the Dewihto the murdering of your selves, my
Advice to you isDisclose it Reveal it make it known immediatel®ne that Cut his own
Throat among us, Expired crying o@,that | had told! O that | had told/ou may spoil
the Devil, if you'l Tell what he is a doing of.

VI. Presumptuous and Unwarrantableals of the Blessed God, are some of those things
whereinto the Devil would fain hook us with Higmptations This was that which the
Devil would have brought our Lord unto, evéniempting of the Lord our Gotdt is the
charge of our God upon us, Deut. 6.16.Thou shalt not Tempt the Lord thy Gdut
that which the Devillries is, to put us upoiiiryingin a sinful way, whether God be such
a God as indeed he is. 'Tis true as to the wapbeidience, our God says unto Bspve
me, in those ways; Try, whether | won't be as gaody WordBut then there are ways
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of Presumptionwherein the Devil would have us to trie, what@G is, With whom we
have to do The Devil would have us to trie the Purpose ofdGabout our selves or
others; but how? By going to tH2evil himself; by ConsultingAstrologers or Fortune
Tellers or perhaps by letting the Bible fall open, to séwt is the first Sentence we light
upon. The Devil would have us trie the Mercy of Gdadt how? By running into
Dangers which we have no call unto. He would have usttreePower of God; but how?
By looking for good things, without the use of Mednor the getting of them. He would
have us trie the Justice of God; but how? By vemguupon Sin in a&orner, with an
Imagination that God will never bring us out. Heukbhave us trie the Promise of God;
but how? ByLimiting the Lord, unto such or such a way of manifestimgs¢lf, or else
believing of nothing at all. He would have us titee Threatning of God; but how? By
going on impenitently in those things, for whiche trath of God comes upon the
Children of Disobedienc&hus would the Devil have us to affront the Majef Heaven
every day.

VII. The Temptationsof the Devil, aim at puffing and bloating of us, wath Pride; as
much perhaps as any one iniquity. The Devil wouddenhad Our Lord make Vdain
glorious Discovery of himself unto the World, Wstying in the air so as no mortal can.
Hoc Ithacus velit—the Devil would have us to soar aloft, and notydol be above other
men, but also tknow that we are soPride is the Devils own sin; and he affects
especially to beThe King over the Children of Pridé is a caution inl Tim. 3.6.A
Pastor must not b& Novice Lest being lifted up with Pride, He fall into the
condemnation of the Devi([Summo ac Pio cum Tremore Hunc Textum Legamus nos
Ministri Juvenes) Accordingly, the Devil would have us to be inoratiely taken and
moved with whatExcellenciesour God has bestowed upon us. If @&statesrise, he
would have us rise in our Spirits too. If we haeel blessed with Beauty, with Breeding,
with Honour, with Success, with Attire, with Spirdl Priviledges, or with Praise-worthy
Performances; Now says the Devihink thy self better than other MeYiea, the Deuvil
would have us arrogate unto our selves, theseellenciesvhich really we never were
owners of; andoast of a false GiftHe would have us moreover to Thirst after Appéaus
among others that may see (Excellenciesand be impatient if we are not accounted
some-bodyHe would have us furthermore, to aspire aftethsa¢igure, as God has
never yet seen fitting for us; and croud into sdtiigh Chair that becomes us not. Thus
would the Devil Elevate us into thar, above our Neighbours; and why so? 'Tis that we
may be punished with sudfalls, as may make us cry out wibbavid, O my Bones are
broken with my FallsThe Devil can't endure to see men lying in Ehest because there
is no falling thence. He is Rallen Spirithimself, and it pleases him to see Fualls of
men.

8 The Third of Our Lords Three Temptations, is redain such Terms as theddatth.

4.8, 9.Again the Devil taketh him up, into an exceedingiHountain, and sheweth him
all the Kingdoms of the world, and the glory ofrtheand saith unto him, all these things
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and Worghie.From whence take these Remarks.

l. The Devil in hisTemptationswill set the Delight of this world before us; tha'll set a
fair, and a false/arnish upon those Delights. They were some unknd¥emnspectives
which the Devil had, both for the Refracting of tMedium and for the Magnifying of
the Object, whereby he gave our Lord at once goeisof the whole Roman Empire; but
what was it? It was th@/orld, and theGlory of it; he says not a word of tiworld, and
the Troubleof it. No sure; not a word of that; the Devil wilbt have his Hook so barely
expos'd unto us. The Devil sets off the DelightsSof, which he offers unto us, with a
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stretched and raised Rhetorick; but he will not piMmat in the midst of our Laughter,
our Heart shall be sorrowfulandThat the end of our Mirth shall be Heavine$kere is
but one Glass in the Spectacles, with which theilDgguld have us to read, those
passages ikccles. 11.9Rejoyce, O young Man in thy youth, and let thy Helear thee
in the Dayes of thy youth, and walk in the wayshgfHeart, and in the sight of thine
Eyes.Thus far the Devil would have us to Read; and h&ke many a fine Comment
upon it; he'll tell us, That if we'll follow the @eoses of the World, we shall swim in all
the Delights of the World. But he is not willingyshould Read out the next wordsjt
know thou, that for all these things God shall brimee into Judgmen© he's loth we
should be aware of the dreadful Issues, and Recgerthat our Worldly Delights will be
attended with. He sets before lifie Pleasures of Sibut he will not sayThese are but
for a SeasonHe sets before ughe sweet Waters of Stealbut he will not sayThere is
Death in the PotHe is aMountebank that will bestow nothing but Romantic Praises
upon all that he makes us the Offers of.

Il. There are most HellisBlasphemie®ften buzz'd by th&emptationf the Devil, into
the minds of the best Men alive. What a most Exsderdhing was here laid before our
Lord Himself: Even, To own th®evil as God a thing that can't be uttered, without
unutterable Horror of Soul. The best man on eanthy have suckiery Dartsfrom Hell
shot into his mind. One that was acted by@lewil, had the impudence to propound this
unto such a good man asb, Curse GodAnd the Devil pleases himself, by chusing the
Hearts of good men, with his base Injectiofisat there is no Gqdbr, That God is not a
Righteous Godand a thousand more such things, too Devilishetanentioned. A good
man is extreamly grieved at it, when he heaBlasphemyfrom the mouth of another
man; said the Psalmist, isal. 44.15, 16My Confusion is continually before me, for the
voice of him that BlasphemetBut much more when a good man findBlasphemyin

his own Heart; O it throws him into most Fevour&gonies of Soul. For this cause, a
mischievous Devil, willFlie blow the Heart of such a man, with such Blasphemous
Thoughts, as make him crie ougrd | am e'n weary of my lif&ea, the Devil serves the
man just as the Mistress dbsephdealt with him; he importunes the man to think
wickedly from Day to Day; and if the man refuse, drées out at lastBehold, what
wicked thoughts this man has lodging in h#ayst thou so3atan!No, they are Baits of
thy own; and at thy Door alone shall they be laiddver.

lll. There is a sort of Witchcrafts in those thingehereto the Temptations of the Deuvil
would inveigle us. To worship the Devil is Witchftraand under that notion was our
Lord urged unto sin. We are told inSam. 15.23Rebellion is as the sin of Witchcratft:
When the Devil would have us to sin, he would has¢o do the things which the forlorn
Witches use to do. Perhaps there are few persees,allured by the Devil unto an
Explicit Covenant with himself. If any among oussed be so, my councel is, that you
hunt the Devil from you, with such words as thelPg&s#t had,Be gone, Depart from me,
ye evil Doers, for | will keep the CommandmentmgpfGod.But alas, the most of men,
are by the Devil put upon doing the things that Aralogous to the worst usages of
Witches. The Devil says to the sinnBespise thy Baptism, and all the Bond of it, ard al
the Good of it.The Devil says to the sinneCome, cast off the Authority of God, and
refuse the Salvation of Christ for evéfea, the Devil who is calledfhe God of this
World, would have us to take Him for Our God, and ratdear Him, Trust Him, Serve
Him, than the God that formed us.

IV. The Temptationsof the Devil do Tug and Pull for nothing more, iithat the Rulers
of the World may yield Homage unto him. Our Lord head this by his Father Engag'd
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unto him,That he shall one day be Governour of the Natidie Devildoe's extreamly
dread the approach of that lllustrious time, wh&e Kingdom of God shall come and his
Will be done, as in Heaven, and on Eaiffor this cause it was that he was desirous, Our
Lord should rather have accepted of him, that Kamgdwhich Antichrist afterwards
accepted of him, for the Establishmentvil-worship in the World. | may tell you,
The Devil is mighty unwilling, that there should bee Godly Magistrateupon the face

of the Earth. Such is the influence@bvernmentthat the Devil will every where stickle
mightily, to have that siding with him. Wh&ulerswould the Devil have, to command
all mankind, if he might have his will? Even, swhare called iRsal. 94.20The throne

of iniquity, which frames mischief by a Lawsuch as will promote Vice, by both
Connivance, and Example; and such as will oppriéska shall beHoly, and Just, and
Good All men have cause therefore to be jealous, Wsatthe Devil may make of them,
with reference to the Affairs of Government; butlé&s may most of all think, that the
Lord Jesus from Heaven calls upon th&atan has desired that he might Sift you, and
have you; O Look to it, what side you take.

Thus have you in the Temptations of our Lord, gbemprincipal of those Devices, which
the Devil has to Entrap our Souls. But what shal mow do, that we may be fortified
against those Devices? O that we might be wellishied with theVhole Armour of Gdd
But me thinks, there were some things attendingTeptations of our Lord, which
would especially Recommend those few Hints unttousur Guard.

First, If you are not fond of Temptation, be notdoof Needless, or Too much
Retirement. Where was it, that the Devil fell ugar Lord? it was when he was Alone in
the Wilderness. We should all have our Times té\lome every Day; and if the Devil go
to scare us out of our Chambers, with such a Bugbsahat he'll appear to us, yet stay in
spite of his teeth, stay to finish your Devotiohs;Lyes, he dare not shew his head. But
on the other-side by being too solitary, we mayday selves too much open to the Deuvil;
You know who says/Vo to him that is alone.

Secondly, Let aDracle of God be your defence againstamptationof Hell. How did
our Lord silence th®evil? It was with anlt is written! And all his Three Citations were
from that one Book obDeuteronomyWhat afull Armoury then have we, iall the sacred
Pages that lie before us? Whatever the Words oDnél are, drown them with the
words of theGreat God Say, It is Written The Belshazzarof Hell will Tremble and
Withdraw, if you show thesldand-Writingsof the Lord.

Lastly, Since the Lord Jesus Christ has conqudte¢kdeal emptationf the Devil, Flie to
that Lord, Crie to that Lord, that He would giveuya share in his Happy Victory. It was
for Us that our Lord overcome the Devil: and whendid but saySatan, Get hence
away presently the Tygre flew: Does the Devil mblés? Then let us Repair to our Lord,
who says) know how to succour the Tempt&ahid thePsalmist Psal. 61.2Lead me to
the Rock that is higher than A Woman in this Land being under the Possession of
Devils, the Devils within her, audibly spoke of dige Harms they would inflict upon
her; but still they made this answéh! She Runs to the Rock! She Runs to the Rock!
that hindered all. O thiRunning to the Rocktis the best Preservation in the World; the
Vulturesof Hell cannot prey upon thaovesin theCleftsof thatRock May our God now
lead us thereunto.
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A TRUE NARRATIVE of some
Remarkable Passages relating to
sundry Persons afflicted by
Witchcraft at Salem Village in

New-England, which happened
from the 19th. of March to the 5th.

of April, 1692.

COLLECTED BY DEODAT LAWSON.

yepeagegn the Nineteenth day dflarch last | went toSalemVillage, and lodged at
3 ffl}, Nathaniel Ingersol'siear to the Minister MP.'s House, and presently after |
E’gte Lcame into my Lodging, CaptWalcut's Daughter Mary came to Lieut.
*-,--‘!::-“* Ingersol'sand spake to me; but suddenly after, as she sigpdlde Door, was
bitten, so that she cried out of her Wrist, ancking on it with a Candle, we
saw apparently the marks of Teeth, both upper ewer set, on each side of her Wrist.

In the beginning of the Evening | went to give N®. a Visit. When | was there, his
Kinswoman Abigail Williams (about 12 Years of Age) had a grievous fit; slas at first
hurried with violence to and fro in the Room (thbugrs. Ingersolendeavoured to hold
her) sometimes making as if she would fly, stretghup her Arms as high as she could,
and crying, Whish, Whish, Whishseveral times; presently after she said, thers wa
Goodw.N. and saidPo you not see her? Why there she stadasl she said, GoodwiN.
offered herrHE BOOK, but she was resolved she would not take it, gagften,| wont, |
wont, | wont take it, | do not know what Book itliam sure it is none of God's Book, it
is the Devil's Book for ought | knowifter that, she ran to the Fire, and begun tovthro
Fire-brands about the House, and run against tl&, B if she would run up Chimney,
and, as they said, she had attempted to go intBithen other Fits.

On Lords Day, the Twentieth dflarch, there were sundry of the afflicted Persons at
Meeting, as MrsPope and GoodwifeBibber, Abigail Williams Mary Walcut Mary
Lewes and DoctorGrigg's Maid. There was also at Meeting, Goodw@@e (who was
afterward Examined on suspicion of beinyVétcht) They had several sore Fits in the
time of Publick Worship, which did something intgst me in my first Prayer, being so
unusual. AfterPsalmwas sungAbigail Williams said to meNow stand up, and name
your Text!And after it was read, she saltljs a long Textin the beginning of Sermon,
Mrs. Pope a Woman afflicted, said to mé&low there is enough of thaAnd in the
Afternoon, Abigail Williams upon my referring to mipoctrine, said to meJ know no
Doctrine you had, If you did name one, | have forgo

In Sermon time, when Goodwifé. was present in the Meeting-Hougdy. W.called out,
Look where Goodwife C. sits on the Beam sucklimgYlelow Bird betwixt her fingers!
Ann Putmananother Girle afflicted, said;here was a Yellow Bird sat on my Hat as it

100 of 146 10/1/2010 10:37 Al



The Project Gutenberg e-Book of The Wonders otrhissible World, b... http://mww.gutenberg.org/file8513/28513-h/28513-h.h

hung on the Pin in the Pulpibut those that were by, restrained her from spegkiud
about it.

On Monday the 21st. of March, the Magistrates ofSalem appointed to come to
Examination of GoodwifeC. And about Twelve of the Clock they went into the
Meeting-House, which was thronged with Spectatdfs. Noyesbegan with a very
pertinent and pathetic&rayer, and GoodwifeC. being called to answer to what was
alledged against her, she desired to g®rayer, which was much wondred at, in the
presence of so many hundred People: The Magistialtbder, they would not admit it;
they came not there to hear her Pray, but to Exarer, in what was Alledged against
her. The Worshipful MrHathorneasked heWhy she afflicted those Childreshe said,
she did not Afflict them. He asked her, who didntheShe saidl do not know; How
should | know?l'he Number of the Afflicted Persons were about timae Ten,viz. Four
Married Women, MrsPope Mrs. Putman Goodwife Bibber, and an Ancient Woman,
namedGoodall three MaidsMary Walcutf Mercy Lewesat Thomas Putman'sand a
Maid atDr. Griggs's there were three Girls from 9 to 12 Years of Agach of them, or
thereaboutsyiz. Elizabeth Parrig Abigail Williams andAnn Putmanthese were most of
them at GoodwifeC.'s Examination, and did vehemently Accuse her inAksembly of
Afflicting them, by Biting, Pinching Strangling &c. And that they in their Fits see her
Likeness coming to them, and bringindgdaokto them; she said, she had Book they
affirmed, she had dellow Bird that used to suck betwixt her Fingers, and besigd
about it, if she had anyamiliar Spirit, that attended her? she salhe had no
Familiarity with any such thingShe was #&ospel WomanWhich Title she called her
self by; and the Afflicted Persons told her, AhéshasA Gospel WitchAnn Putmardid
there affirm, that one day when Lieutenkntler was at Prayer at her Father's House, she
saw the shape of Goodwife. and she thought Goodwifé. Praying at the same time to
the Devil; she was not sure it was Goodwifeshe thought it was; but very sure she saw
the shape of Goodwif€. The saidC. said, they were poor distracted Children, and no
heed to be given to what they said. Miathorneand Mr. Noyesreplyed, It was the
Judgment of all that were present, they weegvitched and only she the Accused Person
said, they wer®istracted It was observed several times, that if she dicbiie her under
lip in time of Examination, the Persons afflicte@re bitten on their Arms and Wrists,
and produced th&larks before the Magistrates, Ministers, and others. Beitig watched
for that, if she did buPinch her Fingers, ofsraspone Hand hard in another, they were
Pinched, and produced tivarks before the Magistrates, and Spectators. After, tihat
was observed, that if she did but lean Bezastagainst the Seat in the Meeting-House,
(being the Bar at which she stood), they were afflicted. Partdyl Mrs. Pope
complained of grievous Torment in HBowels as if they were torn out. She vehemently
accused the sai@. as the Instrument, and first threw her Muff at; hert that flying not
home, she got off heshoe and hit GoodwifeC. on the Head with it. After these Postures
were watched, if the sai@. did but stir her Feet, they were afflicted in théeet and
stamped fearfully. The afflicted Persons askedhy, she did not go to the Company of
Witches which were before the Meeting-House MustgtiDid she not hear tHgrum
beat? They accused her of having Familiarity withRevil, in the time of Examination,
in the shape of a Bladklan whispering in her Ear; they affirmed, that hé&zllow Bird
sucked betwixt her Fingers in the Assembly; andeDtiking given to see if there were
any sign, the Girl that saw it, said, it was tote laow; she had removedPa, and put it
on herHead which was foundheresticking upright.

They told her, she had Covenanted with Brevil for ten Years, six of them were gone,
and four more to come. She was required by the sfiages to answer that Question in
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the CatechismHow many persons be there in the God-he&t@ answered it but oddly,
yet was there no great thing to be gathered froshi denied all that was charged upon
her, and saidThey could not prove a Witckhe was that Afternoon CommittedSalem
Prison; and after she was in Custody, she did o@ppear to them, and afflict them as
before.

On Wednesday th23d. of March, | went to Thomas Putman'son purpose to see his
Wife: | found her lying on the Bed, having had aesbit a little before; she spake to me,
and said, she was glad to see me; her Husbandhaniosh desired me to Pray with her
while she was sensible; which I did, though the @&mypmn said,| should not go to
Prayer. At the first beginning she attended; but aftattkeltime, was taken with a Fit; yet
continued silent, and seemed toAseep When Prayer was done, her Husband going to
her, found her in &it; he took her off the Bed, to set her on his Knées,at first she
was so stiff, she could not be bended; but sheveadtels sat down, but quickly began to
strive violently with herArmsandLeggs she then began to Complain of, and as it were
to Converse Personally with, Goodwife saying,Goodwife N. Be gone! Be gone! Be
gone! are you not ashamed, a Woman of your Prafessp afflict a poor Creature so?
What hurt did | ever do you in my life? You havetimo Years to live, and then the Devil
will torment your Soul; for this your Name is beattout of God's Book, and it shall never
be put in God's Book again; be gone for shame, yame not afraid of that which is
coming upon you? | know, | know what will make gbaid; the wrath of an Angry God,

| am sure that will make you afraid; be gone, do teoment me, | know what you would
have (we judged she mearttgr Sou) but it is out of your reach; it is cloathed witheth
white Robes of Christ's Righteousnesdter this, she seemed to dispute with the
Apparition about a particulaFext of Scripture. The Apparition seemed to deny ie(t
Womans Eyes being fast closed all this time) she, §&he was sure there was such a
Text and she would tell it; and then the Shape woelddne, for, said sheam sure you
cannot stand before that Texthen she was sorely Afflicted, her Mouth drawnaore
side, and her Body strained for about a Minute, thed said] will tell, I will tell; it is, it

is, it is, three or four times, and then was afflicted todeir her from telling, at last she
broke forth, and saidi is the third Chapter of the Revelationsdid something scruple
the reading it, and did let my scruple appear, &#tn should make any Superstitiously
to improve the Word of the Eternal God. HoweveR' thot versed in these things, |
judged | might do it this once for an Experimenbegan taead and before | had near
read through the first Verse, she opened her Eyaswas well; this Fit continued near
half an hour. Her Husband and the Spectators ta@dstme had often been so relieved by
reading Texts that she named, something pertiodmeit Case; dsa. 40.11sa. 49.1Isa.
50.1.and several others.

On Thursday the Twenty-Fourth dflarch, (being in course the Lecture-Day at the
Village,) Goodwife.N. was brought before the Magistrates Mitathorne and Mr.
Corwin, about Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, to beriirad in the Meeting-House,
the Reverend MrHale begun with Prayer, and the Warrant being readwsttserequired
to give AnswerWhy she afflicted those persornSRe pleaded her own Innocency with
earnestnesslhomas Putman'§Vife, Abigail Williams andThomas Putman'®aughter
accused her that she appeared to them, and afflibeam in their Fits; but some of the
others said, that they had seen her, but knewhattever she had hurt them; amongst
which wasMary Walcut who was presently after she had so declarednbitied cryed
out of her in the Meeting-House, producing Marks of Teethon her wrist. It was so
disposed, that | had not leisure to attend the hohe of Examination, but both
Magistrates and Ministers told me, that the thialisdged by the afflicted, and defences
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made by her, were much after the same manner dsrther was. And her motions did
produce like effects, as ®iting, Pinching Brusing Tormenting at theirBreasts by her
Leaning and when bended back, were as if their Backs \beo&en. The afflicted
Persons said, thBlack Manwhispered to her in the Assembly, and therefore juld
not hear what the Magistrates said unto her. They also, that she did then ride by the
Meeting-House, behind tH&lack Man Thomas Putman'@/ife had a grievous Fit in the
time of Examination, to the very great impairing loér strength, and wasting of her
spirits, insomuch as she could hardly move harfdarwhen she was carried out. Others
also were there grievously afflicted, so that thees once such a hideous scrietch and
noise (which | heard as | walked at a little dis&rfrom the Meeting-House) as did
amaze me, and some that were within, told me thelevAssembly was struck with
Consternation, and they were afraid, that thosé shte next to them were under the
Influence ofWitchcraft This Woman also was that day committedsademPrison. The
Magistrates and Ministers also did inform me, tihaty apprehended a Child 8&rah G.
and examined it, being between 4 and 5 years of Agd as to matter of Fact, they did
unanimously affirm, that when th@hild did but cast its Eye upon the afflicted Persons,
they were tormented; and they held kietlad and yet so many as heye could fix upon
were afflicted. Which they did several times makeetul Observation of: The afflicted
complained, they had often beBiiten by this Child, and produced the marksaoc$mall
set of teetlaccordingly; this was also committed$alemPrison, the Child lookedall,
and wellas other Children. | saw it at Lielrigersol's After the Commitment of Goodw.
N. Tho. Putman'®Vife was much better, and had no violent Fitsllafram that 24th. of
March, to the5th. of April. Some others also said they had not seen heregadntly
appear to them, to hurt them.

On the25th. of March (as CaptStephen Sewaif Salemdid afterwards inform meliz.
Paris had sore Fits at his House, which much troubleuself, and his Wifeso as he told
me they were almost discouraged. She relatedthbagreaBlack Mancame to her, and
told her, if she would be ruled by him, she shcwdgte whatsoever she desired, and go to
aGolden City She relating this to Mr&ewa) she told the Child, it was thgevil, and he
was alLyar from the Beginningand bid her tell him so, if he came again: whstle did
accordingly, at the next coming to her, in her.Fits

On the 26th. of March, Mr. Hathorne Mr. Corwin, and Mr. Higison, were at the
Prison-Keeper's House to Examine the Child, andldt them there, it had a littiBnake
that used to suck on the lowest Joynt of its Fangiét; and when they enquired where,
pointing to other places, it told them, not thdyet there pointing on the lowest Joint of
the Fore-Finger, where they observed a deep Ret] 8ipout the bigness offdea-bite
they asked who gave it th&8nhak@ whether the great Black Man? It said no, its Moth
gave it.

The 31 ofMarch there was @&ublick Fastkept atSalemon account of these Afflicted
Persons. AndAbigail Williams said, that the Witches hadSacramenthat day at an
house in the Village, and that they hRed Breadand Red Drink The first of April,
Mercy Lewis Thomas Putman'®laid, in her Fit, said, they did eRed Breadlike Man's
Flesh and would have had her eat some, but she wouldonb turned away her head,
and spit at them, and saidwill not Eat, | will not Drink, it is Blood, &G.she saidThat
is not the Bread of Life; that is not the Watetdé; Christ gives the Bread of Life; | will
have none of itThe first ofApril alsoMercy Lewisaforesaid saw in her Fit\hite Man
and was with him in a glorious Place, which hadGandlesnor Sun yet was full of
Light andBrightness where was a great Multitude in White glitteringbes, and they
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Sung the Song in the fifth dtevelation the 9th verse, and the 1B@alm and the 149
Psalm and said with her selHow long shall | stay here! let me be along witluyShe
was loth to leave this place, and grieved thatcgheéd tarry no longer. Thigshite Man
hath appeared several times to some of them, amah ghem notice how long it should
be before they had another Fit, which was sometinday, or day and half, or more or
less, it hath fallen out accordingly.

The 3d ofApril, the Lord's-day, being Sacrament-day, at the §&J&oodw. C.upon Mr.
Parris's naming his TextJohn 6.70.0ne of them is a Deyithe saidGoodw. C.went
immediately out of the Meeting-House, and flung eor after her violently, to the
amazement of the Congregation. She was afterwastslsy some in their Fits, who said,
O Goodw. C.I did not think to see you heréand being at theiRed bread and drink
said to her]s this a time to receive the Sacrament, you raayaen the Lord's-Day, and
scorned to receive it in the Meeting-House, andhis a time to receive it? | wonder at
you! This is the sum of what | either saw my self, mfr @ceive Information from persons
of undoubted Reputation and Credit.

REMARKS OF THINGS MORE THAN ORDINARY ABOUT THE
AFFLICTED PERSONS

1. They are in their Fits tempted to Wétches are shewed the List of the Names of
others, and are tortured, because they will ndt yeiSubscribe, or meddle with, or touch
the Book, and are promised to have present Belief if theyld/ do it.

2. They did in the Assembly mutualure each other, even withBouchof their Hand,
when Strangled, and otherwise Tortured; and wonéeavour to get to their Afflicted, to
relieve them.

3. They did also foretel when anothers Fit was ming, and would say,00k to her!she
will have a Fit presently, which fell out accordiywgas many can bear witness, that heard
and saw it.

4. That at the same time, when thecusedPerson was present, tA#licted Personsaw
her Likeness in other places of the Meeting-Hossekling herFamiliar, sometimes in
one place and posture, and sometimes in another.

5. That their Motions in their Fits aRreternatura) both as to the manner, which is so
strange as a well person could not Screw their Boby and as to the violence also it is
preternatural being much beyond the Ordinary fafcdhe same person when they are in
their right mind.

6. Theeyesof some of them in their fits are exceeding fdssed, and if you ask a
guestion they can give no answer, and | do belieeg cannot hear at that time, yet do
they plainely converse with the Appearances, gy did discourse with real persons.

7. They are utterly pressed against any perd$tnaying with them, and told by the
appearances, they shall not goPi@yer, so Tho. Putman'svife was told,I should not
Pray; but she said, should: and after | had done, reasoned with AppearanceDid not

| say he should go to Prayer.

8. The forementioneMary W.being a little better at ease, the Afflicted passsaidshe
had signed the Bogland that was the reason she was better. ToldyrgellWward Putman
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REMARKS CONCERNING THE ACCUSED.

1. For introduction to the discovery of those thfflicted them, It is reported MParris's
Indian Man, and Woman, made a Cakdrgeé Meal and the Childrens water, baked it in
the Ashes, and gave it to a Dog, since which treyehdiscovered, and seen particular
persons hurting of them.

2. In Time of Examination, they seemed little aféel; though all the Spectators were
much grieved to see it.

3. Natural Actions in them produceBreternaturalactions in the Afflicted, so that they
are their owrilmagewithout anyPoppitsof Wax or otherwise.

4. That they are accused to have a Company abaut 28 and they dituster in Armes
as it seemed to the Afflicted Persons.

5. Since they were confined, the Persons have @eh Iso much Afflicted with their
appearing to thenBiteing or Pinchingof them &c.

6. They are reported by the Afflicted Persons tepkelayes offast and dayes of
Thanksgiving and SacramentsSatan endeavours to Transforme himself tcAagel of
Light, and to make his Kingdom and Administrations ®emble those of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

7. Satan Rages Principally amongst the Visible &ibjof Christ's Kingdom and makes
use (at least in appearance) of some of them taciddithers; thaChrist's Kingdom, may
be divided against it seland so be weakened.

8. Several things used Englandat Tryal of Witches, to the Number of 14 or 15 gbhi
are wont to pass instead of, or in Concurrence Wiilmessesat least 6 or 7 of them are
found in these accused: d¢eebles Statutes

9. Some of the most solid Afflicted Persons dorafé the same things concernseging
the accusedut of their Fitts as well am them.

10. The Witches had Rast and told one of the Afflicted Girles, she must &at,
because it waBast Day she said, sheould they told her they woul@hoakeher then;
which when she did eat, was endeavoured.

A FURTHER ACCOUNT OF THE TRYALS OF
THE NEW-ENGLAND WITCHES, SENT IN A LETTER FROM
THENCE, TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON.

H ere were irSalem June 10, 1692about 40 persons that were afflicted with hoeribl
torments byEvil Spirits and the afflicted have accused 60 or 70 as Watdioe that
they haveSpectral appearancesf them, tho the Persons are absent when they are
tormented. When these Witches were Tryed, sevérdiem confessed a contract with
the Deuvil, by signing his Book, and did express msaarrow for the same, declaring also
thir Confederate Witchesnd said the Tempters of them desired 'em to thigiDevils
Book who tormented them till they did it. There wetdlee time ofExamination before
many hundreds of Witnesses, strange Pranks plsyth as the taking Pins out of the
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Clothes of the afflicted, and thrusting them irtieit flesh, many of which were taken out
again by theJudgesown hands. Thorns also in like kind were thrusb itheir flesh; the
accusers were sometimssuck dumb, deaf, blindand sometimes lay as if they were
dead for a while, and all foreseen and declarethbeyafflicted just before it ‘twas done.
Of the afflicted there were two Girls, abdl® or 13 years of agavho saw all that was
done, and were therefore called Wisionary Girls they would sayNow he, or she, or
they, are going to bite or pinch the Indjaand all there present in Court saw the visible
marks on thdndians arms; they would also cry ouflow look, look, they are going to
bind such an ones Legand all present saw the same person spokenllofitia her Legs
twisted in an extraordinary manner; Now say they,siall all fall, and immediately 7 or
8 of the afflicted fell down, witherrible shrieks and Out-crysat the time when one of
the Witches wasentenc'd, and pinnion@ith a Cord, at the same time was the afflicted
Indian Servant going home, (being about 2 or 3 milesajuiown,) and had both his
Wrists at the same instant bound about with a Gked, in the same manner as she was
when she was sentenc'd, but with that violence,tb@Cord entred into his flesh, not to
be untied, nor hardly cut——Marurdersare suppos'd to be in this way committed; for
these Girls, and others of the afflicted, sthgy see Coffins, and bodies in Shrowds
rising up, and looking on the accused, cryingengeance, Vengeance on the
Murderers——Many other strange things were transacted bdfw@eCourt in the time of
their Examination; and especially one thing whidtadl like to have forgot, which is this,
One of the accus'd, whilst the rest were under Hxatmon, was drawn up by a Rope to
the Roof of the house where he was, and would baee choak'd in all probability, had
not the Rope been presently cut; the Rope hunpgeaRbof by someénvisible tye for
there was no hole where it went up; but after is wat theremainderof it was found in
the Chamber just above, lying by the very placerevlitchung down.

In December 1692the Court sate again Salemin New-Englandand cleared about 40
persons suspected for Witches, and Condemned fhineeEvidence against these three
was the same as formerly, so the Warrant for tBgecution was sent, and ti@raves
diggedfor the said three, and for about five more thad lbeen Condemned &tlem
formerly, but were Repreived by the Governour.

In the beginning ofFebruary 1693 the Court sate atharles-Townwhere the Judge
exprest himself to this effect.

That who it was that obstructed the Execution o$tide, or hindred those good
proceedings they had made, he knew not, but thetlkebyKingdom of Satan was
advanc'd &c. and the Lord have mercy on this Countand so declined coming any
more into Court. In his absentdr. D——sate as Chief Judge 3 several days, in which
time 5 or 6 were clear'd by Proclamation, and atnagsmany by Trial, so that all are
acquitted.

The most remarkable was an Old Woman naDagton of whom it was saidf any in
the World were a Witch, she was one, and had beesmcsounted 30 years$.had the
Curiosity to see her tried; she was a decrepid Woafaabout 80 years of age, and did
not use many words in her own defence. She wasaddwy about 30 Witnesses; but the
matter alledged against her was such as needésl dipology, on her part not one
passionate word, or immoral action, or evil, wasntlobjected against her for 20 years
past, only strange accidents falling out, after sddhristian admonition given by her, as
saying,God would not prosper them, if they wrong'd the &idUpon the whole, there
was not proved against her any thing worthy of Befror just admonition, much less so
heinous a Charge.
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So that by theGoodnessof God we are once more out of present dangerhisf t
Hobgoblin Monsterthe standing Evidence usedSatlemwere called, but did not appear.

There were others also @harles-townbrought upon theiffryals, who had formerly
confess'd themselves to be Witches; but upon theats deny'd it, and were all clear'd;
So that at present there is foother prosecution of any
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CHRISTIAN READER.

Odious and Abominable is the Name of a Witchhé¢oCivilized, much more the

eligious part of Mankind, that it is apt to grow into a Scandal for any, so much
as to enter some sober cautions against the ovetyhsuspecting, or too precipitant
Judging of Persons on this account. But certaitilg, more execrable the Crime is, the
more critical care is to be used in the exposinghefNames, Liberties, and Lives of Men
(especially of a Godly Conversation) to the impotatf it. The awful hand of God now
upon us, in letting loose of evil Angels amongougerpetrate such horrid Mischiefs, and
suffering of Hell's Instruments to do such feathihgs as have been scarce heard of;
hath put serious persons into deep Musings, and woious Enquiries what is to be
done for the detecting and defeating of this tresoers design of the grand Adversary:
And, tho' all that fear God are agreethat no evil is to be done, that good may come of
it; yet hath the Devil obtained not a little of his ides in the divisions of Reuben, about
the application of this Rule.

That there are Devils and Witches, the Scripturgeds, and experience confirms, That
they are common enemies of Mankind, and set upschraf, is not to be doubted: That
the Devil can (by Divine Permission) and often da¢lk men in Body and Estate, without
the Instrumentality of Witches, is undeniable: Tihatoften hath, and delights to have the
concurrence of Witches, and their consent in hagmmen, is consonant to his native
Malice to Man, and too lamentably exemplified: Thaftches, when detected and
convinced, ought to be exterminated and cut offhawe God's warrant foiExod. 22.18.
Only the same God who hath satikdou shalt not suffer a Witch to liveath also saidat
the Mouth of two Witnesses, or three Witnessed $lealhat is worthy of Death, be put to
Death: But at the Mouth of one Witness, he shallb®put to DeathDeut. 17.6 Much
debate is made about what is sufficient Convictiang some have (in their Zeal)
supposed that a less clear evidence ought to patss than in other Cases, supposing
that else it will be hard (if possible) to bringcduto condign Punishment, by reason of
the close conveyances that there are between thé &® Witches; but this is a very
dangerous and unjustifiable tenet. Men serve Gadbing their Duty, he never intended
that all persons guilty of Capital Crimes should discovered and punished by men in
this Life, though they be never so curious in sei@g after Iniquity. It is therefore
exceeding necessary that in such a day as this,bedanformed what is Evidence and
what is not. It concerns men in point of Charity; tho' the most shining Professor may
be secretly a most abominable Sinner, yet till bedbtected, our Charity is bound to
Judge according to what appears: and notwithstagdihat a clear evidence must
determine a case; yet presumptions must be weigbanhst presumptions, and Charity
is not to be forgone as long as it has the mosp@nderating on its side. And it is of no
less necessity in point of Justice; there are mdy @ estimonies required by God, which
are to be credited according to the Rules givemisyWord referring to witnesses: But
there is also an Evidence supposed to be in thénm@sy, which is throughly to be
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weighed, and if it do not infallibly prove the Cenagainst the person accused, it ought
not to determine him guilty of it; for so a righteoMan may be Condemned unjustly. In
the case of Witchcrafts we know that the Devihis immediate Agent in the Mischief
done, the consent or compact of the Witch is timgtto be Demonstrated.

Among many Arguments to evince this, that whiaghast under present debate, is that
which refers to something vulgarly call&pectre Evidencend a certain sort of Ordeal
or trial by the sight and touch. The principal Pleajustifie the convictive Evidence in
these, is fetcht from the Consideration of the WAsdand Righteousness of God in
Governing the World, which they suppose would faisuch things were permitted to
befal an innocent person; but it is certain, thabtresolute conclusions drawn from
hence, are bold usurpations upon spotl&ssereigntyand tho' some things if suffered to
be common, would subvert this Government, and disbgea ruine Humane Society; yet
God doth sometimes suffer such things to evenewthanay thereby know how much we
are beholden to him, for that restraint which hgdaipon the Infernal Spirits, who would
else reduce a World into a Chaos. That the Reswiatdf such Cases as these is proper
for the Servants of Christ in the Ministry cannetdenied; the seasonableness of doing it
now, will be justified by the Consideration of tiecessity there is at this time of a right
Information of men's Judgments about these thiagsl the danger of their being
misinformed.

The Reverend, Learned, and Judicious Author oktiseling Cases, is too well known to
need our Commendation: All that we are concernedsitoassert our hearty Consent to,
and Concurrence with the substance of what is gwedan the following Discoursénd,
with our hearty Request to God, that he would discohe depths of this Hellish Design;
direct in the whole management of this Affair; @etvthe taking any wrong steps in this
dark way; and that he would in particular Blessgbdaithful Endeavours of his Servant
to that end, we Commend it and you to his Divineelection.

William Hubbard. John Baily.
Samuel Phillips. Jabez Fox.
Charles Morton. Joseph Gerrish.
James Allen. Samuel Angier.

Michael Wigglesworth.  John Wise.
Samuel WhitingSen. Joseph Capen.
Samuel Willard. Nehemiah Walter.
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CASES OF CONSCIENCE CONCERNING
WITCHCRAFTS.

he First Case that | am desired to express my Jedgm, is thisWhether it
¥is not Possible for the Devil to impose on the imagons of Persons
Bewitched, and to cause them to Believe that andemt, yea that a Pious
%47/ person does torment them, when the Devil himself iipor whether Satan
may not appear in the Shape of an Innocent and<Riasi well as of a Nocent
and Wicked Person, to Afflict such as suffer bybDligal Molestations?

The Answer to the Question must be Affirmative; thet following Arguments be duely
weighed in the Ballance of the Sanctuary.

Argu. 1.There are several Scriptures from which we magrittie Possibility of what is
Affirmed.

1. We find that theDevil by the Instigation of the Witch at Endor appel in the
Likeness of the Prophet Samuehm not ignorant that some have asserted tHathwif

it were proved, would evert this Argumeniz. that it was the true and not a delusive
Samuelwhich the Witch brought to converse wiaul Of this Opinion are some of the

Jewish Rabbiéd and some Christian Doctéts and many late Popish Authbis
amongst whon€Cornel. a Lapidds most elaborate. But that it wa®amorrepresenting

Samuelhas been evinced by learned and Orthodox Wrimecially[“]Peter Martyr

Blgalduinus!®Lavater and our incomparabl@dohn Rainoldel shall not here insist on
the clearing of that, especially considering, #laewhere | have done it: only let me add,
that the Witch said t&aul | see Elohimi. e.A God (for the whole Context shows, that a
single Person is intendedscending out of the Earth Sam. 28.13The Devil would be
Worshipped as a God, ar®hul now, that he was becomeNecromancer must bow
himself to him. Moreover, had it been the tS@muelfrom Heaven reprehendirsgaul
there is great Reason to believe, that he wouldnhyt have reproved him for his sin, in
not executing Judgment on tiemalekites as in Ver. 18. But for his Wickedness in
consulting with Familiar Spirits: For which Sinwtas in special that he died.Chron.
10.13.But in as much as there is not one word to testifginst that Abomination, we
may conclude that it was not reégdmuelkhat appeared t8aul and if it were the Devil in
his likeness, the Argument seems very strong,ithiae Devil may appear in the form of
a Saint in Glory, much more is it possible for hmput on the likeness of the most Pious
and Innocent Saint on Earth. There are, who ackedyd that aemonmay appear in
the shape of a Godly PersdBut not as doing EvilWhereas the Devil irsamuel's
likeness told a pernicious Lye, when he sdidou hath disquieted mé.was not in the
Power ofSaul nor of all the Devils in Hell, to disquiet a SanlHeaven, wher&amuel
had been for Two years before this Apparition. Nk the Spectrespeak true, when he
said, Thou and thy Sons shall be with nidro’ Saulhimself at his Death went to be with
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the Devil, his Sodonathandid not so. Besides, (which suits with the mattemand) the
Devil in Samuelshape confirmetlecromancyandCursed WitcheryHe that can in the
likeness of Saints encourage Witches to Familiawith Hell, may possibly in the
likeness of a Saint afflict a Bewitched Person. g we see from Scripture, Satan may
be permitted to do.

And whereas it is objected, that the Devil may appedeed in the form of Dead Persons,
but that he cannot represent such as are living;chmtrary is manifest. No Question had
Saul said to the Witch, bring mBavid who was then living, she could as easily have

shown livingDavid as deadsamuel as easily as that great Conjurer of whidhavierus
speaks, brought the appearancélettorandAchilles and after that obavid before the
EmperoumMaximilian.

And that evil Angels have sometimes appeared ifikieeess of living absent persons, is
a thing abundantly confirmed by History.

[Blaustin tells us of one that went for resolution in sonméricate Questions to a
Philosopher, of whom he could get no Answer; buhenNight the Philosopher comes to
him, and resolves all his Doubts. Not long after,demanded the reason why he could
not answer him in the Day as well as in the NigHte Philosopher professed he was not
with him in the Night, only acknowledged that heeamed of his having such
conversation of his Friend, but he was all the tiaiehome, and asleepaulus and
Palladiusdid both of them profess #ustin that one in his shape, had divers times, and

in divers places appeared to the[lgﬁfl'hyreusmentions several Apparitions of absent
living persons, which happened in his time, andchliiie had the certain knowledge of. A
Man that is in one place cannétutoprosopokat the same time be in another. It remains
then that suctSpectresare Prodigious and Supernatural, and not withowatb®ical
Operation. It has been Controverted among Learned, Mhether innocent Persons may
not by the malice and deluding Power of the Dewlrbpresented as present amongst
Witches at their dark Assemblies. The mentiombgreussays, that the Devil may, and
often does represent the forms of Innocent Persanh®of those Conventions, and that
there is no Question to be made of it, but as sonlitural Power and Art he is able to
make their shapes appear amongst his own Senantee supposeth the Providence of

God will not suffer such an Injury to be done tolamocent Person. With hif%Delrio,
andSpineusconcur. ButCumanusn his Lucerna Inquisitorun{a Book which | have not
yet seen) defends the Affirmative in this Questi@ins Fieldiusin his Treatise,

concerning the Confession of Witches, inclinesh Negative, onlyl]he acknowledges
Dei extraordinaria Permissione posse Innocentesrspresentari.And he that shall
assert, that Great and Holy God never did nor e#épermit the Devil thus far to abuse
an Innocent Person, affirms more than he is ablpré@e. The story oGermanushis
discovering a Diabolical illusion of this natur@ncerning a great number of Persons that
seemed to be at a Feast when they were reallyna¢ lamd asleep, is mentioned by many
Authors. But the particulars insisted on, do sigfitly evince the Truth of what we
assertyiz. That the Devil may by Divine Permission appeathi@ shape of Innocent and
Pious Persons. Nevertheless, It is evident fronthemndscriptureyiz. that in2 Cor. 11.14.
For Satan himself is transformed into an Angel ighk. He seems to be what he is not,
and makes others seem to be what they are noeptlesents evil men as good, and good
men as evil. The Angels of Heaven, (who are the ed@f Light) love Truth and
Righteousness, the Devil will seem to do so tod; does therefore sometimes lay before
men excellent good Principles and exhort them @slitl Theodore Mailliy to practise
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many things, which by the Law of Righteousness they obliged unto, and hereby he
does more effectually deceive. Is it not stranbat he has sometimes intimated to his
most devoted servants, that if they would have liamConversation with him, they must
be careful to keep themselves from enormous Sind, @ay constantly for Divine

Protection? But so has he transformed himself amcAngel of Light, as'?IBoissardus
sheweth. He has frequently appeared to Men pretgnti be a good Angel, so to

Anatolius of old; and the late instances 6f!Dr. Dee andKellet are famously known.
How many deludednthusiastdoth in former and latter times have been impasedy
Satans appearing visibly to them, pretending ta lgeod Angel. And moreover, he may
be said to transform himself into @mgel of Light because of his appearing in the Form
of Holy Men who are theChildren of Light yea in the shape and habit of Eminent
Ministers of God. So did he appear to NEarl of Colchesterin the likeness of Mr.
Liddal an Holy Man of God, and to theurkish ChaousBaptized at.ondon Anno 1658.
pretending to be MrDury an Excellent Minister of Christ. And how often hhe
pretended to be the ApostRaul or Peteror some other celebrated Saint? Ecclesiastical
Histories abound with Instances of this nature. ,Y&ametimes he has transfigured

himself into the Form of Christ. It is reported thae appeared tét4st. Martin

Gloriously arrayed, as if he had been Christ. %ewise to*®secundellusand to
another Saint, who suspecting it was Satan, tramsfig himself into anAngel of Light
had this expressiotf, | may see Christ in Heaven it is enough, | desiot to see him in
this World whereupon thé&pectrevanished. It has been relatedLafther, that after he
had been Fasting and Praying in his Study, the |@evne pretending to be Christ, but
Luther saying,away thou confounded Devil, | acknowledge no Chigtwhat is in my
Bible, nothing more was seen. Thus then the Devil i€ éby Divine Permission) to
Change himself into what form or figure he pleaseth

Omnia transformat sese in miracula rerum.

A Third Scripture to our purpose is that, Rev. 12.10where the Devil is called the
Accuser of the BrethrerSuch is the malice and impudence of the Devithas he does
accuse good Men, and that before God, and thatmptof such Faults as they really are
guilty of, he accusedoshuawith his filthy Garments, when through his Induige some

of his Family had transgressed by unlawful Marra@ach. 3.23with Ezra. 10.18but
also with such Crimes, as they are altogether fire®. He represented the Primitive
Christians as the vilest of men, and as if at thé@etings they did commit the most
nefandous Villanies that ever were known; and ti@t only Innocent, but Eminently
Pious Persons should thro' the malice of the Déeil accused with the Crime of
Witchcraft, is no new thing. Such an Affliction dide Lord see meet to exercise the great

Athanasiuswith!1®! only the Divine Providence did wonderfully vindieehim from that
as well as from some other foul Aspersions. Waldensegaltho' the Scriptures call
them Saints Rev. 13.7. have been traduced by Satan and by the Worldoasble
Witches; so have others in other places, only exthey have done extraordinary things
by their Prayers: It is by many Authors relatedtta City inFrancewas molested with a
Diabolical Spectre which the People were wont to chllgorn near that place a number
of Protestants were wont to meet to serve God, edeahe Professors of the true
reformed Religion were nic-namddugonots by the Papists, who designed to render
them before the World, as the Servants and Worshippf thatDaemon that went under
the name oHugon And how often have | read in Books written byuitss thatLuther
was a Wizard, and that he did himself confess hleahad familiarity with Satan! Most
impudent Untruths! nor are these things to be wosdlat, since the Holy Son of God
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himself was reputed lslagician, and one that had Familiarity with the greatesbefils.
The Blaspheming Pharisees sdid,casts out the Devils thro' the Prince of DewWatth.
9.34. There is then not the best Saint on Earth (Manwmman) that can assure
themselves that the Devil shall not cast such goutation upon themit is enough for
the Disciple that he be as his Master, and the &dras his Lord: If they have called the
Master of the House Beelzebub, how much more tlidms élouseholgdMatth. 10.25.1t

is not for men to determine how far the Holy Godyrparmit the wicked one to proceed
in his Accusations. The sacred storyJob giveth us to understand, that the Lord whose
ways are past finding out, does for wise and hotyl€ suffer Satan by immediate
Operation, (and consequently by Witchcraft) greatlgfflict innocent Persons, as in their
Bodies and Estates, so in their Reputations. Il shahtion but one Scripture more to
confirm the Truth in hand: It is that iBccles. 9.2, 3where it is saidAll things come
alike to all, there is one event to the Righteood ® the Wicked, as is the Good, so is the
Sinner, this is an evil amongst all things undex 8un, that there is one Event happeneth
to all. And in Eccles. 7.15."tis said, There is a just man that perisheth in his
Righteousness.

From hence we infer, that there is no outward Affitin whatsoever but may befal a good
Man; now to be represented by Satan as a Tormeh®ewitched or Possessed Persons,
is a sore Affliction to a good man. To be tormenbydSatan is a sore Affliction, yet
nothing but what befelob, and a Daughter dbraham whom we read of in the Gospel:
To be represented by Satan as tormenting otheas, Adfliction like the former; the Lord
may bring such extraordinary Temptations on his é@midren, to afflict and humble
them, for some Sin they have been guilty of befure. A most wicked Person in St.
Ives got a Knife, and went with it to a Ministers Heyslesigning to stab him, but was
disappointed; afterwards Conscience being awakehed)evil appears to this Person in
the Shape of that Minister, with a Knife in his baexhorting to Self-murder: Was not
here a Punishment suitable to the Sin which theddPehad been guilty of? Perhaps some
of those whom Satan has represented as committimgch¥vafts, have been tampering
with some foolish and wicked Sorceries, tho' nothat degree, which is Criminal and
Capital by the Laws both of God and Men; for thae® may be permitted so to scourge
them; or it may be, they have misrepresented andeabothers, for which cause the Holy
God may justly give Satan leave falsely to repredem.

Have we not known some that have bitterly censatethat have been complained of by
bewitched Persons, saying it was impossible theylshnot be guilty; soon upon which
themselves or some near Relations of theirs, haen bo the lasting Infamy of their
Families, accused after the same manner, and Reesbhy the Devil! Such tremendous
Rebukes on a few, should make all men to be catedul they joyn with Satan in

Condemning the Innocent.

Arg. 2.Because it is possible for the Devil in the Shap@nonnocent Person to do other
mischiefs.As for those who acknowledge that Satan may patsoa pious Person, but
not to do mischief, their Opinion has been confubgd more than a few unhappy

Instances. MrClark!*’] speaks of a Man that had been an Atheist, or augad not
believing that there are any Devils or any (to usjisible World; this Man was
converted, but as a Punishment of his Infidelity| Angels did often appear to him in
the Shape of his most intimate Friends, and woolthetimes seduce him into great
Inconveniences. It has been elsewhere, and butnoded, that &semonin the shape of
excellent Mr.Dury appeared to th&urkish ChaosAnno. 1658to disswade him from
prosecuting his desires of Baptism into the NameCbfist: Also to Mr.Earle in the
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likeness of his Friends, to discourage him fromndothings lawful and good. A
multitude ofJewswere once deluded by a Person pretending tbldsesfrom Heaven,
and that if they would follow him they should passfe through the Sea (as did their
Fathers of old through the Red Sea) whereby greaibers of them were deceived and

perished in the Water§telLearned and judicious Men have concluded that Muses
Creensiswas aDamon transforming himself intdVloses And that the Devil has

frequently appearéjc?] in the shape of famous Persons to the end thatiglet seduce
Men into Idolatry, (a Sin equal to that of Witchityano Man that has made it his Concern
to enquire into things of this nature can be ignordlany Examples of this kind are
collected by Mr.Bromhall in his Treatise of Spectres, and the cunning Devil, to
strengthen Men in their worshipping of Saints dépadr And by Mr. Bovetin his
Pandemoniumit is credibly reported that the Devil in thedikess of a faithful Minister
(as St.lves before mentioned, ned&ostonin Lincolnshirg came to one that was in
trouble of Mind, telling her the longer she livatie worse it would be for her; and
therefore advising her to Self-murder: An emineetsen still living had the account of
this Matter from Mr. Cotton (the famous Teacher of botBostons) He was well
acquainted with that Minister, who related to hifme twhole Story, with all the
Circumstances of it: For MCottenwas so affected with the Report, as to take anéyur
on purpose to the Town where this happened, thatesmight obtain a satisfactory
account about it, which he did. Some Authors dagt &aDsemonappeared in the form of
Sylvanug(Hierom's Friend) attempting a dishonest thing, the Dewdréiy designing to
blast the Reputation of a famous Bishop. | haveanother Book mentioned that
celebrated Instance concerning an honest Citiz&uiirck (the Metropolis oHelvetig in
whose shape the Devil appeared, committing an atadste Fact (not fit to be named)
very early in the Morning, seen by the Prefecthsd City, and his Servant; they were
amazed to behold a Man of good Esteem for his Gsatien, perpetrating a thing so vile
and abominable; but going from ti$pectrein the Field, to the Citizen's House in the
Town, they found him at home, and in his Bed, nad he been abroad that Morning,
which convinced them, that what they saw was arsithh of the Devil: This Passage is

mentioned as a thing known and certainUayaterin his Treatise oSpectreézo] who
was a most learned and judicious Preacher in titgt Our Juel saith of him, that he
must ingeniously confess, that he never unders@®admon's Proverbsintil Lavater
expounded them to him: That Book of Bie Spectridath been published lratin, High

and LowDutch, French Italian. The IearnecZanch)Vl] speaks highly of it, professing

that he had read it both with Pleasure and Prgietiu$®?! takes notice of that passage
which we have quoted out bavateras a thing memorable.

Some Popish Authors argue, That the Devil canntgomeate an innocent Man as doing
an act of Witchcraft, because then he might as regllesent them as committing Theft,
Murder, &c. And if so, there would be no living in the WorlBut | turn the Argument
against them, he may (as the mentioned Instance®)ppersonate honest Men as doing
other Evils; and no solid Reason can be given wdyray not as well personate them
under the Notion of Witches, as under the NotioTlfeves, Murderers, and Idolaters:
As for the Objection, that then there would beirmg in the World, we shall consider it
under the next Argument.

Arg. 3.If Satan may not represent one that is not a Cove8arvant of his, as afflicting
those that are bewitched or possessed, then itherebecause he wants Will, or Power
to do this, or because God will never permit hiasthio do.No man but a Sadduce
doubts of the ill will of Devils; nothing is mordgasing to the Malice of those wicked
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Spirits than to see Innocency wronged: And the RPasiethe Enemy is such, as that
having once obtained a Divine Concession to uséhjshe can do this and much more
than this amounts unto: We know by Scripture-Reiaia that the Sorcerers &gypt

caused many untrue and delusf@Representations befoRharaohand his Servants.
Exod. 7.11, 22and8.7. And we read of the working of Satan in all Powed &igns, and
lying Wonders.2 Thess. 2.9His Heart is beyond what the wisest of Men maygire
unto: He has perfect skill in Opticks, and can ¢ffiene cause that to be visible to one,
which is not so to another, and things also to apfer otherwise then they are: He has
likewise the Art of Limning in the Perfection of iand knows what may be done by

Colours. It is an odd passz%ﬂ' which | find in theActa Eruditorum printed byLipsick
that about Thirty-two Years ago an indigent MerchanFrance was instructed by a
Deaemonthat with Water oBoraxhe might colour Taffities, so as to cause themlisier
and look very gay: He searcheth into the Natureis€s, and Reasons of things, whereby
he is able to produce wonderful effects. So thdtefdoes not form the Shape of an
innocent Person as afflicting others, it is notriravant of either will or power. They that
affirm, that God never did, nor ever will permitmhithus to do, alledge that it is
inconsistent with the Righteousness and Providesfc&od, in governing Humane

Affairs thus to suffer Men to be imposed on: It e acknowledgé%B] that the Divine
Providence has taken care, that the greatest gaNlamkind shall not be left to
unavoidable Deception, so as to be always abuséldebsischievous Agents of Hell, in
the Objects of plain Sence: But yet it is not fimfid and silly Mortals to prescribe Rules
to the most High in his Government of the Worldf@direct him how far he may permit
Satan to use his power: | am apt to think thatetla#e some amongst us, who if they had
lived in Job'sdays, and seen the Devil tormenting of him, arardvénim complaining of
being scared with Dreams, and terrified with Niglsions, they would have joined with
his uncharitable Friends in censuring him as a ngslty Person: But we should
consider, that the most high God doth sometime$ with Men in a way of absolute
Sovereignty, performing the thing which is appaihter them, and many such things are
with him: If he does destroy thgerfect with the wicked, and laugh at the tryaltiod
innocent (Job 9.22, 23.Who shall enter into his Councils! who has givem a Charge
over the Earth! or who has disposed the whole Wdvldn are not able to give an
account of his ordinary Works, much less of hisreedcCounsels, and the dark
Dispensations of his Providence: They do but dark®unsel by Words without
Knowledge when they undertake it: If we are noteatl see how this or that can stand
with the Righteousness of him that governs the Wahall we say that the Almighty
will pervert Judgment? or that he that governsBhgh hateth Right? Shall we condemn
him that is most just? But whereas 'tis objectedene is Providence? And how shall
Men live on the Earth, if the Devil may be pernitte use such Power? | demand, where
was Providence, when Satan had Power to causecb8edial to lye and swear away the
Life of innocentNaboth laying such Crimes to his charge as he was rgavty of? And
what an Hour of Darkness was it? How far was thed?mf Hell permitted to prevail,
when Christ the Son of God was accused, condenametihanged for a Crime that he
never was guilty of? That was the strangest Promieehat has happened since the World
began, and yet in the Issue the most glorious: Wit rtherefore distinguish between
what does ordinarily come to pass by the Providersic&od, and things which are
extraordinary: It is not an usual thing folNabothto have his Life taken from him by
false Accusations, or for aithanasiusor aSusannao be charged, and perhaps brought
before Courts of Judicature for Crimes of whichytiwere altogether innocent.

But if we therefore conclude, that such a thinghés can never happen in the World, we
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shall offend against the Generation of the Justs Ihot ordinary for Devils to be
permitted to reveal the secret Sins of Men; yet thas been done more than once or
twice: Nor is it ordinary foDaemongo steal Money out of Mens Pockets, and Purses, or
Wine and Cyder out of their Cellars. Yet some sbngtances have there been amongst
our selves. It is not usual for Providence to perime Devil to come from Hell and to
throw Fire on the tops of Houses, and to cause alevfiown to be burnt to Ashes
thereby; there would (it must be confessed) beiviad in the World, if evil Angels
should be permitted to do thus when they had a rnant nevertheless, Authors worthy

of Credit, tell us, that this has sometimes hapgeiB®th Erasmu¥® and Cardanus
write that the Town oSchiltachin Germany was in the Month ofpril, 1533. set on fire
by a Devil, and burnt to the ground in an Hour'acgp 'Tis also reported I&igibert
Aventinusand others, that some Cottages and Barns in a TaWled Binguswere fired
by a wickedGenius that spitefulDeemonsaid it was for the Impieties of such a Man
whom he named, that he was sent to molest them: pdug Man to satisfie his
Neighbours, who were ready to Stone him, carrieti@niron in his Hand, but receiving
no hurt thereby, he was judged to be innocents hat ordinary for a Devil upon the
dying Curse of a Servant, to have a Commission fib@aven to tear and torment a
bloody cruel Master; yet such a thing may possiioine to pass. There is a fearful Story

to this purpose, in the account of tBeicuneersof Americal?’! wherein my Author
relates that a Servant, who wagirited or Kidnapt (as they call it) intcAmericg falling
into the Hands of a Tyrannical Master, he ran afvayn him, but being taken and
brought back, the hard-hearted Tyrant lashed hiti®maked Back, until his Body ran in
an entire stream of Blood; to make the Tormenhdf iniserable Creature intolerable, he
anointed his Wounds with Juice of Lemon mingledhw#alt and Pepper, being ground
small together, with which torture the miserableeWwh gave up the Ghost, with these
dying Words,| beseech the Almighty God, Creator of Heaven aawdhE-that he permit a
wicked Spirit, to make thee feel as many Tormesftsrd thy Death, as thou hast caused
me to feel before mineScarce four days were past after this horriblet,Raben the
Almighty Judge gave Permission to the Father ofk&fimess to possess the Body of that
cruel Master, and to make him lacerate his ownhHlegil he died, belike surrendring his
Ghost into the Hands of the infernal Spirit, whad Harmented his Body: But of this
Tragical Story enough.

To proceed, Is it not usual for Persons after tBeiath to appear unto the Living: But it
does not therefore follow, that the great God wat suffer this to be: For both in former
and latter Ages, Examples thereof have not beeringarNo longer since than the last
Winter, there was much discourseLiondonconcerning a Gentlewoman, unto whom her
dead Son (and another whom she knew not) had aggpeBeing then inLondon | was
willing to satisfie my self, by enquiring into tAeuth of what was reported; and Bebr.

23. 1691.my Brother (who is now a Pastor to a Congregatiorthat City) and |
discoursed the Gentlewoman spoken of; she toldhas,a Son of hers, who had been a
very civil young Man, but more airy in his Tempdrah was pleasing to his serious
Mother, being dead, she was much concerned in Iheadhts about his Condition in the
other World; but a Fortnight after his Death heesgpd to her, saying/lother you are
solicitous about my Spiritual Welfare; trouble yaelf no more, for | am happgnd so
vanished; should there be a continual Intercoursivden the Visible and Invisible
World, it would breed Confusion. But from thenceinder, that the great Ruler of the
Universe will never permit any thing of this natiwoebe, is an inconsequent Conclusion;
it is not usual for Devils to be permitted to comed violently carry away persons
through the Air, several miles from their Habitato Nevertheless, this was done in
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Sweedlandabout twenty Years ago, by means of a cursed Kh@¥itches there. And a
learned Physician now living, giveth an accounse¥eral Children, who by Diabolical
Frauds were stollen from their Parents, and otletrsn their room: And of two, that in
the night-time a Line was by invisible Hands pubatbtheir Necks, with which they had
been strangled, but that some near them happilepted it.VV. Germ. Ephem. Anno
1689.pag. 51. 516.

Let me further add here; It has very seldom beeowkn that Satan has Personated
innocent Men doing an ill thing, but Providence Haand out some way for their
Vindication; either they have been able to proa they were in another place when that
Fact was done, or the like. So that perhaps thevernwas an Instance of any innocent
Person Condemned in any Court of Judicature orhFamnly through Satans deluding and
imposing on the Imaginations of Men, when nevedb®l the Witnesses, Juries, and
Judges, were all to be excused from blame.

Arg. 4. It is certain both from Scripture and History, thdflagicians by their
Inchantments and Hellish Conjurations, may causgse Representation of Persons and
Things.An inchanted eye shall see such things as ottamnsot discern; it is a thing too
well known to be denied, that some by rubbing tleges with a bewitched Water, have
immediately thereupon seen that which others coatddiscern; and there are Persons in

the World, who have a stran@pectral sightMr. Glanvil®®! speaks of a Dutchman that
could see Ghosts which others could perceive ngtbinThere are ispaina sort of men
whom they callZahurs these can see into the Bowels of the Earth; #reyable to
discover Minerals and hidden Treasures; neverthgethsy have their extraordinary sight
only on TuesdaysaandFridays and not on the other days of the WeBklrio saith, that
when he was aMadrid, Anno Dom. 1575he saw some of these strange sighted
Creatures. Mr.George Sinclare in his Book Entituled, Satans Invisible World

discovered®® has these Words, 'l am undoubtedly informed, et and women in the
High-lands can discern Fatality approaching otheysseeing them in the Waters or with
Winding Sheets about them. And that others carulecin a Sheeps shoulder-bone a
Death within the Parish seven or eight Days beitoceme. It is not improbable but that
such Preternatural Knowledge comes first by a Campéh the Devil, and is derived
downward by Succession to their Posterity: Manyhslusuppose are Innocent, and have
this sight against their Will and Inclination." Thuwr. Sinclare | concur with his
supposal, that such Knowledge is originally fromaBaand perhaps the Effect of some
old Inchantment. There are some at this day inioeld, that if they come into a House
where one of the Family will die within a Fortnighihe smell of a dead Corpse offends
them to such a degree, as that they cannot stdmairHouse. It is reported that near unto

the Abby of St.Maurice in Burgund)b?'o] there is a Fishpond in which are Fishes put
according to the number of the Monks of that platany one of them happened to be
sick, there is a Fish seen to Float and Swim abdaeer half dead, and if the Monk shall
die, the Fish a few days before dieth. In somespartWales Death-lights or Corps
Candles (as they call them) are seen in the nigig going from the House where some
body will shortly die, and passing in to the Chuyeind. Of this, my Honoured and never

to be forgotten Friend MRichard Baxtet*! has given an Account in his Book about
Witchcrafts lately Published: what to make of sdtltimgs, except they be the effects of
some old Inchantment, | know not; nor what NatiRahson to assign for that which |
find amongst the Observations of theperial Academyor the Year 1687iz. That in an
Orchard where are choid@amascerPlumbs, the Master of the Family being sick of a
Quartan Aguewhilst he continued very ill, four of his Plumke¢s instead of Damascens
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brought forth a vile sort of yellow Plumbs: but egering Health, the next Year the Tree
did (as formerly) bear Damascens again; but whear #fat he fell into a fatal Dropsie,

on those Trees were seen not Damascens, but asottef Fruit. The same AutHgf!

gives Instances of which he had the certain knogdedtoncerning Apple-trees and
Pear-trees, that the Fruit of them would on a snddgher as if they had been baked in
an Oven, when the owners of them were mortally.dicks no less strange that in the

llustrious Electordf®! House of Brandenburgbefore the Death of some one of the

Family Feminine Spectres appearg’ﬁ;and often in the Houses of Great men, Voices
and Visions from the Invisible World have been iHebingers of Death. When any Heir
in the Worshipful Family of th8reertonsin Cheshireis near his Death, there are seen in
a Pool adjoyning, Bodies of Trees swimming for @a@rdays together, on which Learned

CambdeF®! has this noteThese and such like things are done either by thlg Hutelar
Angels of Men, or else by the Devils, who by Gagtsnission mightily shew their Power
in this Inferiour World.As for Mr. Sinclare'sNotion that some Persons may have a
second Sight(as 'tis termed) and yet be themselves Innodeain satisfied that he
judgeth right; for this is common amongst thepplanders who are horribly addicted to
Magical Incantations: They bequeath thBeemonsto their Children as a Legacy, by
whom they are often assisted (like Bewitched Pexysmthey are) to see and do things

beyond the Power of Nature. An Historian who desge@redit, relatéS®! that a certain
Laplandergave him a true and particular Account of what hagpened to him in his
Journey toLapland and further complained to him with Tears, thahdls at great
distance were represented to him, and how muchebeed to be Delivered from that
Diabolical Sight, but could not; this doubtless veasised by some Inchantment. But to
proceed to what | intend; the Eyes of Persons bgar of Inchanting Charms, may not
only see what others do not, but be under such pofMeascination, as that things which
are not, shall appear to them as real: The Apspidaks oBewitched Eyesal. 3.1.and
we know from Scripture, that the Imaginations ofnmigave by Inchantments been
imposed upon; and Histories abound with very seangtances of this Nature: The old
Witch Circe by an Inchanted Cup causetysseshis Companions to imagine themselves
to be turned into Swine; and how many Witches Haeen themselves so bewitched by
the Devil, as really to believe that they were $farmed into Wolves, or Dogs, or Cats. It

is reported ofSimon Magu£37] that by his Sorceries he would so impose on the
Imaginations of People, as that they thought herbally changed himself into another
sort of CreatureOpolloniusof Tyanacould out doSimonwith his Magick: The great

BohemianConjurerZytd>8! by his Inchantments, caused certain Persons wheohat a
mind to try his Art upon, to imagine that their Hignwere turned into the Feet of an Ox,
or into the Hoofs of a Horse, so that they coultl reach to the Dishes before them to
take any thing thence; he sold Wisps of Straw Butcher who bought them for Swine;
that many such prestigious Pranks were playedheyuhhappyraustus is attested by
Camerarius Wyerus Voetius Lavater, andLonicer.

There is newly Published a Book (mentioned inAlsea Eruditorum) wherein the Author

[39](Wiechard Valvassorrelates, that &enetianJew instructed him (only he would not
attend his Instructions) how to make a Magical &lakich should represent any Person
or thing according as he should desire. If a Magiddy an Inchanted Glass can do this,
he may as well by the help of a Deemon cause fdmasof Persons and Things to be
impressed on the Imaginations of bewitched PergbrsBlood and Spirits of a Man, that
is bitten with a Mad-Dog, are so envenomed, as s$tr@nge Impressions are thereby
made on his Imagination: let him be brought infe@m where there is a Looking-Glass,
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and he will (if put upon it) not only say but swehat he sees a Dog, tho' in truth there is
no Dog it may be within 20 Miles of him; and isidt then possible for the Dogs of Hell
to poyson the Imaginations of miserable Creatwsess that they shall believe and swear
that such Persons hurt them as never did so? | ieael of an Inchanted Pin, that has
caused the Condemnation and Death of many scorgsotent Persons. There was a
notorious Witchfinder in Scotland that undertook by a Pin, to make an infallible
Discovery of suspected Persons, whether they weten@s or not, if when the Pin was
run an Inch or two into the Body of the accusedyPao Blood appeared, nor any sense
of Pain, then he declared them to be Witches; bymaéereof my Author tells me no less
then 300 persons were Condemned for Witches irkimadom. This Bloody Jugler after
he had done enough Bcotland came to the Town dBerwick uponTweed an honest
Man now living inNew-Englandassureth me, that he saw the Man thrust a greessBr
Pin two Inches into the Body of one, that some wanlthat way try whether there was
Witchcraft in the Case or no: the accused Partymadsn the least sensible of what was
done, and therefore in danger of receiving the $hunent justly due for Witchcraft; only
it so happened, that CollonEenwick (that worthy Gentleman, who many years since
lived in New-Englandl was then the Military Governour in that Town; &ent for the
Mayor and Magistrates advising them to be carefidl @autious in their proceedings; for
he told them, it might be an Inchanted Pin, whitle Witchfinder made use of:
Whereupon the Magistrates of the place orderednthahould make his Experiment with
some other Pin as they should appoint: But thavbeld by no means be induced unto,
which was a sufficient Discovery of the Knavery aNdchery of the Witchfinder. There
is a strange Diabolical Energy goeth along visiiteintations If Balakhad not known that
he would not have sent f@alaam to see whether he could inchant the Children of
Israel. The Scripture intimates that Inchantments wikgke Serpent from bitingsccles.
10.11.A Witch in Sweedlanatonfessed, that the Devil gave her a wooden Kaifig; that

if she did but touch any living thing with that Kaj it would die immediately: And that
there is a wonderful Power of the Devil attendiniggs inchanted, we have confirmed by
a prodigious Instance in Majeir, a ScotchMan: That wretched Man was a perfect
Prodigy; a Man of great Parts; esteemed a Sainhtiwgel in secret Uncleanness with his
own Sister for thirty four Years together: Afteshickedness was discovered, he did not
seem to be troubled at any of his Crimes, exceptiaghe had caused a poor Woman to
be publickly whipped, because she reported thahakeseen him committing Bestiality;
which thing was true, only the Woman could not gratv This horrid Creature, if he had
his Inchanted Stafin his Hand could pray to admiration, and do ex@ary things, as

is more amply related in the Postscript to Blinclareshis Book before mentioned: But if
he had not his Inchanted Rod to lean upon, he amaidransform himself into an Angel
of Light: But by all these things we may conclutleat it is not impossible, but that a
guilty Conjurer, that so he may render himselfléss suspected, may by his Magical Art
and Inchantment, cause innocent Persons to besmyesl as afflicting those whom the
Devil and himself are the Tormentors of.

Arg. 5. The Truth we affirm is so evident, as that manyrihesé and Judicious Men have
freely subscribed unto it.

The memorable Relation of the Devils assuming th&pe of an innocent Citizen in
Zurick, is in the Judgment of that great Divihad Lavater of weighty Consideration:
And he declares, that he does therefore mentidhat,so Judges might be cautelous in
their Proceedings in Cases of this nature, inasnasctine Devil does often in that way

intangle innocent Persons, and bring them intotgfeaubles. His Words aré*®lHanc
Historiam ideo recito, ut Judices, in hujusmodi,sibais cauti sint: Diabolus enim hac
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via seepe innocentibus insidiatiile confirms what he saith by reciting a Passageobu
Alertus Granziuswho writes that the Devil was seen in the shdmeNobleman to come
out of the Empress's Chamber: But to clear her dency, she (according to the
superstitiourdealsthen in fashion) walked blindfold over a great mahglowing hot

Irons without touching any of therwoetiusin his **Disputation ofSpectregproposeth
that Question, whether the Devil may not untrulyspeate a Godly Man, and answers in
the Affirmative: And withal adds, that it is a sigfent Argument &d hominemto answer
the Papists with their own Histories, which givestamces of Satan's appearing in the
Figure of Saints, nay of Christ himself. And in ID&course concerning thi@perations

of Deemoné? he has the lik®roblem whether the Devil may not possibly put on the
shape of a true Believer, a real Saint, not onlgwth as are dead, but still living, and

answers,Quidni? Why not? It is true Popish:asuist§43] do generally incline to the
Negative in this Question: Nevertheless, the Ingaof Germanuswho saw a Company
of honest People represented by the Devil, asely thad been feasting together, when
they were really asleep in their Beds, does eeliftzzle them, so as that they are

necessitated to take up with this ConclustéfiThat by an extraordinary Permission of
God, innocent Persons may be represented by Satdimei Nocturnal Conventicles of
Witches:And if so, much more as afflicting bewitched Pas®elrio giveth an account
of an innocent Monk, whose Reputation was indartjbseaDaemon’'sappearing in his

shape. He writes more like a Divine than Jesui¢staslo, when he saith th&It is not
absolutely to be denied, but that the Devils mdylgte the Forms of innocent Persons, if
God permit it, who when he does permit it, usulysome Providence discovers the
Fraud of the Devils, that so the Innocent may Inelicated, or if not, it is to bring them
to repentance for some Sin, or to try their Pateertcis rare to see such Words dropping
from the Pen of a Jesuit: As for Protestant Wrjtecannot call to mind one of any Note,
that does deny the Possibility of the Affirmativethe Question before us. DMenkelius

has Iatel;}%]published a learned and elaborate Discourse conggettme right Method of
curing such as are obsessed withcodeemonsin which he asserts, th&atan may
possibly assume the Form of innocent and pious dPetsthat so he might thereby
destroy their Reputations, and expose them to umidueshmentsAs for our English
Divines, there are not many grea@asuistghan Mr.Perkins nor do | know any one that
has written on the Case of Witchcraft with more glndnt and Clearness of

Understanding: He has these Wolts,"If a Man being dangerously sick and like to die
upon suspicion, will take it on his death, thatlsamn one has bewitched him, it is an
allegation which may move the Judge to examinePety, but it is of no moment for

Conviction." The like is asserted Bﬁ‘/S]Mr. Coopetr Mr. Bernard (once a famous
Minister atBatcombin Somersgthis Book calledA Guide to Grand Jury-men in Cases
of Witchcraft is a solid and wise Treatise. What his Judgmexst i the Case now under
debate, we may sepag. 209, 210. where his Words are these; "An Appanatibthe
Party suspected, whom the Afflicted in their Feeem to see, is a great suspicion; yet this
is but a presumption, tho' a strong one, becaussetipparitions are wrought by the
Devil, who can represent to the Phansie such af#nges use to fear, in which his
representation he may well lye as in his other & For if the Devil can represent to
the Witch a seemin@amuel saying, | see Gods ascending out of the Eartihetpuile
Saul may we not think he can represent a common argliRarson, Man or Woman
unregenerate, tho' no Witch to the Phansie of ¥arsons, to deceive them and others
that will give Credit to the Devil." Thus MBernard

As for the Judgment of the EldersNiew-Englandso far as | can learn, they do generally
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concur with Mr.Perking and Mr.Bernard This | know, that at a Meeting of Ministers at
Cambridge, August 1. 169%here were present seven elders besides the @mnesidthe
Colledge the Question then discoursed on, watether the Devil may not sometimes
have a Permission to represent an innocent Persooamenting such as are under
Diabolical Molestations?The Answer which they all concurred in, was insievords,
viz. That the Devil may sometimes have a Permissiorfoesent an innocent Person as
tormenting such as are under Diabolical Molestasiphut that such things are rare and
extraordinary, especially when such Matters com#orgeCivil Judicatures:And that
some of the most eminent Ministers in the Land, wieoe not at that Meeting are of the
same Judgment, | am assured: And | am also swakintiCases of this nature tReiest's
Lips should keep Knowledge, and they should seekatv at his MouthMal. 2.7.

Arg. 6.0ur own Experience has confirmed the Truth of wiaffirm.

| have in another Book given an account concerrithgabeth Knapof Groton, who
complained that a Woman as eminent for Piety asimnlgat Town, did appear to her,
and afflict her: But afterwards she was satisfteat that Person never did her any harm,
but that the Devil abused them both. About two ¥eago, a bewitched Person in
Chelmsfordin her Fits, complained that a worthy good Mamear Relation of hers did
afflict her: So did she likewise complain of anathierson in that town of known
integrity and Piety.

| have my self known several of whom | ought tankhthat they are now in Heaven,
considering that they were of good Conversatiod, raputed Pious by those that had the
greatest Intimacy with them, of whom neverthelesssne complained that their Shapes
appeared to them, and threatned them: Nor is tissvered by saying, we do not know
but those Persons might be Witches: We are bounthéyRule of Charity to think
otherwise: And they that censure any, meerly bexaush a sad Affliction as their being
falsly represented by Satan has befallen themotidm as they would be done by. | bless
the Lord, it was never the portion allotted to met to any Relation of mine to be thus
abused: But no Man knoweth what may happen to Bingethere be just Men unto
whom it happeneth according to the Work of the ®dcEccles. 8.14But what needs
more to be said, since there is one amongst oves&hom no Man that knows him, can
think him to be a Wizzard, whom yet some bewitcRedsons complained of, that they
are in his Shape tormented: And the Devils havatefaccused some eminent Persons.

It is an awful thing which the Lord has done towiooe some amongst us of their Error:
This then | declare and testifie, that to take awvegyLife of any one, meerly because a
Spectreor Devil, in a bewitched or possessed Person doesse them, will bring the
Guilt of innocent Blood on the Land, where suchiad shall be done: Mercy forbid that
it should, (and | trust that as it has not it newdl be so) inNew-England What does
such an Evidence amount unto more than this: Eghehn an one did afflict such an one,
or the Devil in his likeness, or his Eyes were liched.

The things which have been mentioned make wayafatt,bring us unto the second Case,
which is to come under our Consideratioiz,

If one bewitched is struck down at the Look or cdghe Eye of another, and after that
recovered again by a Touch from the same Persamtli¢his an infallible Proof, that the
Person suspected and complained of is in Leaguetthét Devil?

Answer;lt must be owned that by such things as thesehstiadts and Witches have been
discovered more than once or twice: And that anFdime, or other Circumstances
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attending the suspected Party, this may be a GrtarmEixamination; but this alone does
not afford sufficient Matter for Conviction: ASpectreor Devilsappearing in the Shapes
of Men that have been murdered, declaring that #ee murdered by such Persons and
in such a place, may give just occasion to the Bteagie for Enquiry into the Matter: One

great Witch-Advocaté® confesseth, that by this means Murders have besmghbt to
light; yet that alone, if other Circumstances dad concur, would not by the Law of God
take away the Life of any Man. If my Reader plelaske shall hear what old MBernard

of Batcombsaith to a Case not unlike to this, and the forrktis Words are thedg”!
‘The naming of the suspected in their Fits, and alsere they have been, and what they
have done here or there, as Mhrogmorton'sChildren could do, and that often and ever
found true; this is a great Presumption: yet is thit a Presumption, because this is only
the Devils Testimony, who can lie, and that moremfthan speak Truth. Christ would
not allow his Witness of him in a point most treey St.Paul in the due Praises of him
andSylas his Witness then may not be received as sufficrenase of ones Life: He may
accuse an Innocent, as | shewed before inBdmund'sgiving over his Practice to find
Stollen Goods; and Satan we read would acdobdo God himself to be an Hypocrite,
and to be ready to be a Blasphemer, and he igddhléeAccuser of the Brethren. Albeit, |
cannot deny but this has very often proved truesgeing the Devil is such an one as you
heard, Christian Men should not take his Witnesgive in Verdict upon Oath, and so
swear that the Devil has therein spoken the Ttuht far from good men to confirm any
Word of the Devil by Oath, if it be not an evidéimuth without the Devil's Testimony,
who in speaking the Truth, has a lying Intent, apdaks some Truths of things done,
which may be found to be so, that he may wrap witm some pernicious Lye, which
cannot be tried to be true, but must rest uporows testimony to ensnare the Blood of
the Innocent.' Thus MBernardresolved the Case above sixty Years ago; and itiutyy
Opinion like a Wise and Orthodox Divine, what he/ssareacheth both this and the
former Case. DrCotta (a Learned Physician) in his Book, ab@tie Tryal of Witchcratft,
shewing the true and right Method of the Discovevith a Confutation of Erroneous
ways (which Book he dedicates to the Right HonourabteEslward Cook Lord Chief

Justice ofEngIand)[Sl] He discourses concernitigxploration of Witches by the touch of
the Witch curing the touched bewitcheshd sheweth the Fallibility and Vanity of that
way of Tryal, tho' he had often seen Persons baedtén that way immediately delivered
from the present Fit or Agony which was upon th&ut he taketh it to be a Diabolical

Miracle. He argueth thd22 '"No Man can doubt but that the Vertue wherewith tbuch
was indued, is supernatural: If it be so, How camrto whom nothing is simply possible
that is not natural be justly reputed an Agentemet If he cannot be esteemed in himself
any possible or true Agent, then it remaineth tieatan only be interested therein as an
Accessary in Consent, or as a Servant unto a Sugdeower: If that Superior Power be
the Devil, the least reasonable doubt, whetherCieil alone, or with the Consent or
Contract of the suspected Person has producedavidraterful effect; with what Religion
or Reason can any Man incline rather to creditDkeil's mouth in the Bewitched, than
to pity the Accused, and believe them against thgilgy of a deceitful Devil: If the
Devil by Divine Permission may cause supernatumacomitances and Consequences to
attend the natural Actions of Men without theiroalance, as is manifest in possessed
Persons, how is it reasonable and just that th@sitipns of the Devil should be imputed
unto any Man: And (saith he) God forbid that theviDe Signs and Wonders, nay his
Truths should become any legal Allegations or BEvigs in Law. We may therefore
conclude it unjust, that the forenamed miraculodfedt by the Devil wrought and
imputed by the Bewitched, should be esteemed ailliblé mark against any Man, as
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therefore convinced for that the Devil and the Beled have so decyphered him!" Thus
that Learned Man. But to the Case in hand, | haversl things to offer.

1.1t is possible that the Persons in Question maypdssessed with Cacodeemombat
bewitched Persons are many times really possessie@w Spirits, is most certain. And
as Mr. Perkinsobserves, no Man can prove but that Witchcrafthinlge the Cause of
many of those Possessions, which we read of irGibspel: And that Devils have been
immitted into the Bodies of miserable Creaturedagicians and Witches, Histories and

Experience do abundantly testifidierom>! relates concerning a certain Virgin, that a
young Man, whose Amours she despised, prevaildd avitlagician to send an evil Spirit

into her, by means whereof she was strangely laekdiftis reporte[54] of Simon Magus

that after he had used an Hellish Sacrifice, todvenged of some that had called him a
great Witch, he caused infernal Spirits to entés them. Many confessing Witches have
acknowledged, that they were the Cause of suclsacil Persons being possessed of evil

Angels, as[55]Thyraeusand others have observed: Now no Credit oughtet@iteen to
whatDaemonsn such as are by them obsessed shall say. OuwwUBdoy his own unerring
Example has taught us not to receive the Devilgiif®ny in any thing. The Papists are
justly condemned for bringing Diabolical Testimotoy confirm the Principles of their

Religion. Peter Cottonthe Jesuita®! enquired of the Devil in a possessed Person, what
was the clearest Scripture to prove Purgatory. h&t ime whenLuther died, all the
possessed People in thietherlandswere quiet: The Devils in them, said the Reason

was, becauseuthet®”] had been a great Friend of theirs, and they ovredlnat respect
as to go as far asermanyto attend his Funeral. Another time when there avaalk of
some Ministers of the Reformed Religion, the Deunlshe Obsessed laughed and said,
they were not at all afraid of them, for tRalvinistsand they were very good Friends.
The Jesuits insult with these Testimonies as iy there Divine Oracles: But the Father
of Lyes is never to be believed: He will utter twegreat truths to make way for one lye:
He will accuse twenty Witches, if he can but thgrébing one innocent Person into
trouble: He mixeth Truths with Lyes, that so thasehs giving credit unto lyes, Men
may believe both, and so be deceived: And wherease ssay, that the Persons in
guestion are only bewitched and not possesseid bletconsidered that possessed Persons
are calledenergumengrom EPI'"OMALI Agitor: They whose Bodies are preternaturally
agitated, so as to be in danger of being throwa the Fire, or into the Water, though
they may be bewitched, are undoubtedly possessadamonsMark 9.22, 251 earned

Men®l give it as a most certain sign of Possession, wherafflicted Party can see and
hear that which no one else can discern any thingarmd when they can discover
[Ssecret thingsActs 6.16 past, or futurel®as a possessed PersorG@rmanyforetold

the War which broke out in the Year, 1546. And whtes Limbs of miserable Creatures,
are bent and disjointed so as could not possibleitte®ut a Luxation of Joints, were it
not done by a preternatural Hand, and yet no laised thereby that argueth Possession.

Also, when Persons are by the Devil cast into Fitshe which they speak of things, that

afterwards they have no remembranc&8for, if they are by cruel Devils tortured, so as
to cause horrendous Clamours in the distresse@®udf that's another sign of Obsession
by evil Spirits: If all these things concur in tRersons concerning where the Question is,
we may conclude them to bBsemoniacks And if so, noJuror can with a safe
Conscience look on the Testimony of such, as sefficto take away the Life of any
Man.

2. Falling down by the cast of an Eye proceeds noinfi natural, but an arbitrary
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cause'®? not from any Poyson in the Eye of the Witch, bt the Agency of some
Daemon The opinion of Fascination by the Eye is an cddhlE, and (saith MiPerking as

fond as oId.PIiny[63] speaks of a People that killed folks by lookingtbem; and he
adds, that they had two Apples in each Eye: @allly writes of women who had two
Apples in one Eye that always did mischief withitmeeer looks; s®vid, Pupula duplex

fulminat. And Plutarci®¥ writes that some persons have such a PoysonimBpes, as

that their Friends and Familiars are Fascinatedebye nay he speaks of one that
Bewitched himself sick by looking on his own Fage a Glass: Others write of
Fascination by a meer Prolation of Words; and fogha | know, there may be as much

Witchery in the Tongue as there is in the E&nnertu@y’] has discovered the
Superstition of these Fancies; Sight does not pad&e®m an Emission of Rays from the
Eye, but by a reception of the visible Species; i&dbe (as Philosophers conclude) an
innocent Action and not an Emission of optick Spjreo that sight as such, does receive
something from the Object, and not act upon it, Nletion of Fascination by the Eye is
unphilosophical: It is true, that sore Eyes wilfeat those that look upon ther®um
spectant Oculi Laesos, Leduntur & ip$or which a natural Reason is easily to be
assigned; but if the Witches Eyes are thus infeat¢il a natural Contagion, Whence is it,
that only Bewitched Persons are hurt thereby?efviligar Error concerning thgasilisks
killing with the Look of his Poysonful Eye were auth, whatever person that Serpent
cast his Eye upon would be poysoned. So if Witdteesa physical Venom in their Eyes,
others as well as Fascinated Persons would beb$emisereof; there is as much Truth in

this fancy of Physical Venom in the Eye of a Witds, there is in wha?liny[%] and
others relate concerning tfAdibians viz. that they have two Apples in one Eye, and the
Effigies of an Horse in the other Eye; and thaythee a people that cannot be drowned.

3. As for that which concerns the Bewitched Persomsgbecovered out of their Agonies
by the Touch of the suspected Party, it is varamd fallible.

For sometimes the afflicted Person is made sicist€ad of being made whole) by the
Touch of the Accused; sometimes the Power of In&gin is such, as that the Touch of
a Person innocent and not accused shall have the sHiect. It is related in the Account

of the Tryals of Witches a@ury in Suffolk1664, during the tim@&’! of the Tryal, there
were some Experiments made with the Persons efilidty bringing the accused to touch
them, and it was observed that by the least Todi@dne of the supposed Witches, they
that were in their Fits, to all mens Apprehensioholly deprived of all Sense and
Understandings, would suddenly shriek out and dpein Hands.

Mr. Serjeantkeelingdid not think that sufficient to Convict the Pnsos, for admitting
that the Children were in truth Bewitched, yet ffsaie) it cannot be applyed to the
Prisoners upon the Imagination only of the Pauifiscted; for if that might be allowed,
no Person whatsoever can be in safety, for perthegysmight fancy another Person who
might altogether be innocent in such matters: Toicavthis Scruple it was privately
desired by the Judge, that some Gentlemen thet@ount would attend one of the
distempered Persons in the farther part of the, Mdlilst she was in her Fits, and then to
send for one of the Witches to try what would happehich they did accordingly. One of
them was conveyed from the Bar, and brought toAfiflected Maid. They put an Apron
before her Eyes, and then another person (not itehYWouched her, which produced the
same effect, as the Touch of the Witch did in theu€ Whereupon the Gentlemen

returned much unsatisfieBodin®® relates, that a Witch who was TryedNants was
commanded by the Judges to touch a Bewitched pesstining often practised by the
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Judges ofGermanyin the Imperial Chamber The Witch was extreamly unwilling, but
being Compelled by the Judges, she cryed loatn undone;and as soon as ever she
touched the Afflicted person, the Witch fell dowead, and the other recovered. That

horrid Witch of Salisbury Ann Bodenhafi®! who had been Servant to the Notorious
Conjurer Dr.Lamh could not bear the sight of one that was Bewddneher. As soon as
ever she saw the Afflicted Person, she ran abaugkshg, and crying, and roaring after
an hideous manner, that the Devil would tear heggiétes, if that person came near her.
And whilst the Witch was in such Torment, the Belwéd was at ease. By these things
we see, that the Laws and Customs of the Kingdodadéness, are not always and in all
places the same.

And it is good for men to concern themselves wign as little as may be.

| think there is weight in DiCotta's’" Argument,viz.

That the Gift of healing the Sick and Possessed,angpecial Grace and Favour of God,
for the Confirmation of the Truth of the Gospelt that such a Gift should be annexed to
the Touch of Wicked Witches, as an infallible safntheir guilt, is not easie to be
believed.lt is a thing well known, that if a person possesby an Evil Spirit, is (as oft it
so happens) never so outragious whilst a good m&naying with and for the Afflicted,
let him lay his hand on them, and the Evil Spsigjuiet. | hope this is no evidence of any
Covenant, or voluntary Communion between the Goauh that is Praying and the Euvil
Spirit; no more does the Case before us evincesacly thing.

4. There are that Question the Lawfulness of the BEwpaart. For if this healing power in
the Witch is not a Divine but a Diabolical Gift,ntay be dangerous to meddle too much
with it. If the Witch may be ordered to touch aftéd Persons in order to their healing or
recovery out of a sick Fit, why may not the DisebBerson be as well ordered to touch
the Witch for the same cause? And if to touch hiwhy not to scratch him and fetch
Blood out of him, which is but an harder kind otith? But as for this MrPerkins
doubts not to call it @ractice of Witchcraftlt is not safe to meddle with any of the
Devils Sacraments or Institutionspr my own part, |1 should be loath to say to a Man,
that | knew or thought was a Witch, do you looksach a Person, and see if you can
Witch them into a Fit, and there is such an a#iictPerson do you take them by the
Hand, and see if you can Witch them well agaiit. if by vertue of some Contract with
the Devil that witches have Power to do such thitgs hard to conceive how they can
be bid to do them, without being too much concermnedat Hellish Covenant.take it to

be (as elsewhére! | have expressed) a solid Principle, which therhed Sennertus
insists onyiz. That they who force another to do that which hencapossibly do, but by
vertue of a Compact with the Devil, have themseirggicitely Communion with the
Diabolical CovenantThe Devil is pleased and honoured when any ofrfsitutions are
made use of; this way of discovering Witches, isoetter than that of putting the Urine
of the afflicted Person into a Bottle, that so Wgch may be tormented and discovered:
The Vanity and Superstition of which practice | éaformerly shewed, and testified

against.There was a Conjurer his name wadward Drak€? who taught a Man to use
that Experiment for the Relief of his afflicted Qater, who found benefit therebBut
we ought not to practice Witchcraft to discover 8higs, nor may we make use dhhite
healing Witch(as they call them) to find outBlack and Bloody oneAnd how did men
first come to know that Witches would be discovereduch ways as these, which have
been mentioned? If Satan himself were the first@isrer (as there is reason to believe)
the experiment must needs have deceit in it. SeaAlltet on Exod. 7.Quest. 9.And
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such Experiments better become Pagans or Papests Riofessors imNew-England
whereas 'tis pleaded, that such things are prdctise the Judges of the Imperial
Chamber, | reply, that those Judges Baxlin relates,Lib. 3. Deemon. Cap. bhave
required suspected Witches to pronounce over tiietedl persons, these wordshless
thee in the Name of the Father, &pon which they have immediately recovered; but is
the dark day come upon us, that such Superstitasigdhese shall be practised in
New-England The Lord Jesus forbid it. S&aldwin's Testimony against the Practice of
the Camera ImperialisCas. Consc. L. 3. c. 3. p. 634.

5. If the Testimony of a bewitched or possessed Persar validity as to what they see
done to themselves, then it is so as to othersywiiey see afflicted no less than
themselvesBut what they affirm concerning others, is noth® taken for Evidence.
Whence had they this Supernatural Sight? It mustiside either from Heaven or from
Hell: If from Heaven, (aklisha's Servant, andBalaam'sAss could discern Angels) let
their Testimony be received: But if they had thisod/ledge from Hell, tho' there may
possibly be truth in what they affirm, they are regal Witnesses: For the Law of God
allows of no Revelation from any other Spirit bumkelf, Isa. 8.19.It is a Sin against
God to make use of the Devil's help to know thatcWltannot be otherwise known: And

| testifie against it, as a great Transgressionchvimay justly provoke the Holy One of
Israel, to let loose Devils on the whole Landjke 4.35.See Mr.Bernard'sGuide to
Juries in Cases of Witchcraft, p. 136, 137, 138d Bnockmand Theol. de Angeljsp.
227. Altho' the Devil's Accusations may be so &garded as to cause an enquiry into the
truth of things,Job 1.11, 12. & 2.5, 6yet not so as to be an Evidence or Ground of
Conviction: The Persons, concerning whom the Qoesis, see things through
Diabolical Mediums; on which account their Evidensenot meer humane Testimony;
and if it be in any part Diabolical, it is not t@ lmwned as Authentick; for the Devil's
Testimony ought not to be received neither in whalein part.

6. | am told by credible Persons, who say it igaisly true, that a bewitched Person has
complained that she was cast into Fits by the Lofoa Dog; and that she was no more
able to bear the sight of that Dog, than of thes®®mwhom she accused as bewitching
her: And that thereupon the Dog was shot to dédits Dog was no Devil; for then they
could not have killed him. | suppose no one wilf aat Dogs are Witches: It remains
then that the casting down with the Look is noliridke sign of a Witch.

7. It has always been said, that it is a diffichling to find out Witches: But if the
Representation of such a Person as afflictingher.ibok or Touch be an infallible proof
of the guilt of Witchcraft in the Persons complalred, 'tis the easiest thing in the World
to discover them; for it is done to our hand, ameté needs no enquiry into the Matter.

8. Let them say this is an infallible Proof, produaeyaVord out of the Law of God which
does in the least countenance that Assertibhe Word of God instructs Jurors and
Judges to proceed upon clear humane TestimDayi. 35.30.But the Word no where
giveth us the least Intimation, that every one /ikch, at whose look the bewitched
Person shall fall into Fits; nor yet that any othezans should be used for the discovery
of Witches, than what may be used for the findingaf Murderers, Adulterers, and other
Criminals.

9. Sometimes Antipathies in Nature have strangeusradcountable Effects. | have read
of a Man that at the sight of his own Son, who wad&Vizzard would fall into Fits. There
are that find in their Natures an averseness teddersons whom they never saw before,
of which they can give no better an account thamiartial, concerningsabidius
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Non Amo te Sabidi, nec possum dicere quare.

That some Persons at the Sight of Bruit-CreatCess, Spiders&c. nay, at the sight of
Cheeses, Milk, Apples, will fall into Fits, is tagell known to be denied?ensingiusn

his Learned DiscoursBe Pulvere Sympatheticp. 128. saith, there was one in the City
of Groning that could not bear the sight of a Swine's Heaad fat he knew another
who was not able to look on the Picture theréohatus Lusitanuspeaks of one that at
the sight of a Rose would swoon away: This proveth the falling into a Fit at the sight
of another is not always a sign of Witchcraft. liyrproceed from Nature, and the Power
of Imagination.

To conclude; Judiciou€asuisty 3! have determined, that to make use of tHdselia to
come to the Knowledge of any Matter, which havesach power in them by Nature, nor
by Divine Institution is an Implicit going to theeil to make a discovery: Now there is
no natural Power in the Look or Touch of a Persmméwitch another; nor is this by
Divine Institution the means whereby Witchcraft dsscovered: Therefore it is an
unwarrantable Practice.

We proceed now to the third Case proposed to Ceraidn; If the things which have
been mentioned are not infallible Proofs of Guiltlhe accused Party, it is then Queried,
Whether there are any Discoveries of this CrimeictvlJurors and Judges may with a
safe Conscience proceed upon to the ConvictionGormlemnation of the Persons under
Suspicion?

Let me here premise Two things,

1. The Evidence in this Crime ought to be as césam any other Crimes of a Capital
nature. The Word of God does no where intimatd,dHass clear Evidence, or that fewer
or other Witnesses may be taken as sufficient twicba Man of Sorcery, which would
not be enough to convict him were he charged wittttger evil worthy of Deatif\\umb.
35.30.if we may not take the Oath of a distracted Persorof a possessed Person in a
Case of Murder, Theft, Felony of any sort, thenthezi may we do it in the Case of
Witchcratft.

2. Let me premise this also, that there have besyswf trying Witches long used in
many Nations, especially in the dark times of Pagarand Popery, which the righteous
God never approved of. But which (as judicious NRerkins expresseth it in plain
English were invented by the Devil, that so innocent Bessmight be condemned, and
some notorious Witches escape: Yea, many Supeustiaind Magical experiments have
been used to try Witches by: Of this sort is tHas@atching the Witch, or seething the
Urine of the Bewitched Person, or making a Witckecwith that Urine: And that tryal of
putting their Hands into scalding Water, to seat ivill not hurt them: And that of
sticking an Awl under the Seat of the suspectedyPgea, and that way of discovering
Witches by tying their Hands and Feet, and cagtiegh on the Water, to try whether they
will sink or swim: | did publickly bear my Testimgragainst this Superstition in a Book
printed atBostoneight Years past.

| hear that of late some in a Neighbour Colony hbgen playing with this Diabolical
invention: It is to be lamented, that in suchamd of UprightnesasNew-Englandonce
was, a Practice which Protestant Writers genecalhdemn as sinful, and which the more
sober and learned Men amongst Papists themselwvesnoa only judged unlawful, but
(to express it in their own terms) to be no lessitaMortal Sin should ever be heard of.
Were it not that the coming of Christ to judge Eaath draweth near, | should think that
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such Practices are an unhappy Omen that the Dadil Ragans will get these dark

Territories into their Possession again: But thragl not be thought to have no reason for
my calling the impleaded Experiment into Questidmave these things further to alledge

against it.

1. It has been rejected long agone, by ChristiatioNs as a thing Superstitious and

Diabolical: Inltaly andSpainit is wholly disused; an/“lin the Low-Countries and in
France where the Judges are Men of Learning. In somis paGermanyold Paganism

Customs are observed more than in other Countimgertheless all thE>!Academies
throughoutGermanyhave disapproved of this way of Purgation.

2. The Devil is in it, all Superstition is from hjnand when Secret things, or latent
Crimes, are discovered by superstitious Practeesie Compact and Communion with

the Devil is the Cause of it, @wstin’® has truly intimated; and so it is here; for if a
Witch cannot be drowned, this must proceed eithmnfsome natural Cause, which it
doth not, for it is against Nature for Humane Bsdighen Hands and Feet are tied, not to
sink under the Water: Besides, they that pleadHw Superstition, say that if Witches
happen to be condemned for some other Crime anfbn@titchcraft, they will not swim
like a Cork above Water, which Cause sheweth th@tGause of this Natation is not
Physical And if not, then either it must proceed from asibe Miracle to save a Witch
from drowning; or lastly, it must be a diabolicalovder: This superstitious Experiment
is commonly known by the Name ofhe Vulgar Probation because it was never
appointed by any lawful Authority, but from the $egtion of the Devil taken up by the

rude Rabble: And somié”llearned Men are of Opinion, that the fiEstplorator (being a
white Witch did explicitely covenant with the Devil, that tshould discover latent
Crimes in this way: And that it is by Virtue of thiarst Contract that the Devil goeth to
work to keep his Servants from sinking, when thesebnony of his ordaining is used.
Moreover, we know thabDiabolus est Dei Simjathe Devil seeks to imitate Divine
Miracles. We read in Ecclesiastical Story, that eavhthe Martyrs when they were by
Persecutors ordered to be drowned, prov'd to beensible: This Miracle would the
Devil imitate in causing Witches, who are his Mastynot to sink when they are cast into
the Waters.

3. This way of Purgation is of the same nature WitholdOrdealsof the Pagans. If Men

were accused with any Crime, to clear their innogethey were to take an hot Iron into
their Hands, or to suffer scalding Water to be pdudown their Throats, and if they
received no hurt thereby they were acquitted. Was the Devil's Invention, and many
times (as the Devil would have it) they that subeditto these Tryals suffered no
inconvenience. Nevertheless, it is astonishindpitakiwhat innocent Blood has been shed

in the World by means of thiSatanicaldevice. Witches have often (Q@Sprenger
observes) desired that they might stand or falthxy Tryal by hot Iron, and sometimes
come off well: Indeed, thiOrdeal was used in other Cases, and not in Cases of
Witchcraft only: And so washe Vulgar Probationby casting into the Water practiced

upon Persons accuséd with other Crimes as well as that of Witchcrafowdit came to
be restrained to that of Witchcraft | cannot tdllis as supernatural for a Body whose
Hands and Feet are tied to swim above the Watet isafor their Hands not to feel a red
hot Iron. If the one of thedBrdealsis lawful to be used, then so is the other toa: &
for the fieryOrdealit is rejected and exploded out of the World; thoe same reason then
the tryal by Water should be so.
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4. It is a tempting of God when Men put the Innageof their Fellow-Creatures upon
such tryals; to desire the Almighty to shew a Mieao clear the Innocent, or to convict
the Guilty is a most presumptuous tempting of hivias it not a Miracle wheReterwas
kept from sinking under the Water by the OmnipoyeoicChrist? As for Satan, we know
that his Ambition is to make his Servants beligvat this Power is equal to God's, and

that therefore he can preserve whom he pleasdthve rea” of certain Magicians,
who were seen walking on the Water: If then guigrsons shall float on the Waters,
either it is the Devil that causes them to do as,r{o doubt it is) and what have Men to
do to set the Devil on work; or else it is a Divid@acle, like that ofPeter'snot sinking,

or that of the Iron that swam at the Wordibisha And shall Men try whether God will
work a Miracle to make a discovery? If a Crime aarive found out but by Miracle, it is
not for any Judge on Earth to usurp that Judgmdrittwis reserved for the Divine
Throne.

5. This pretended Gift of Immersibility attendingité¥ies, is a most fallible deceitful

thing; for many a Witch has sunk under the WaBsdelmannu&!! giveth an account of
six notorious and clearly convicted Witches, thaew they were brought to theiulgar
Probation sunk down under the Water like other Persdkithusius affirms the like

concerning others; in thBohemianHistor)ISZ] it is related, thaUratslausthe King of
Bohemia extirpated Witches out of his Kingdom, some ofickhhe delivered to the Ax,
others of them to the Fire, and others of themdesed to be drowned: If Witches are
immersible, how came they to die by drowningBohemi& Besides, it has sometimes
been known that Persons who have floated on theMdten the Hangman has made the
Experiment on them, have sunk down like a Stonenadthers have made the tryal.

6. The Reasons commonly alledged for this Supeenstiire of no moment: It is said they
hate the Water; whereas they have many times detia they might be cast on the
Water in order to their purgation: It is alledgéuat Water is used iBaptism therefore
Witches swim: A weak Phansie; all the Water in Werld is not consecrated Water.
Cannot Witches eat Bread or drink Wine, notwithdiag those Elements are made use
of in the Blessed Sacrament: But (say some) thel®ley sucking of them make them so
light that the Water bears them; whereas some \8&t@re twice as heavy as many an
innocent Person: Well, but then they are possessidthe Devil: Suppose so; Is the
Devil afraid if they should sink, that he shoulddrewned with them? But why then were
the GadarensHogs drowned when the Devil was in them.

These things being premised, | answer the Questilirmatively; There are Proofs for
the Conviction of Witches which Jurors may withaéesConscience proceed upon, so as
to bring them in guiltyThe Scripture which saitffhou shalt not suffer a Witch to live
clearly implies, that some in the World may be knoand proved to be Witches: For
until they be so, they may and must be sufferetiveo Moreover we find in Scripture,
that some have been convicted and executed foh@&td=orSaul cut off those that had
familiar Spirits, and the Wizzards out of the Lahd&am. 28.9.

It may be wondered th&aul who did like him that saidi-lectere si nequeo Superos
Acheronta Movehaoshould cause the Wizzards in the Land to begdeath. Thdewish
Rabbiessay, the reason was, because those WizzardsltbtetaDavid should be King.
It is (as Mr.Gaul observe@s]) the Opinion of some learned Protestants, 8aitlin his

Zeal did over do: And that under the Preftof Witches he slew th&ibeonites for
which that Judgment followed Sam. 21.1Neither (saith Mr. Gaule want we the
storied Examples of God's Judgments upon thosedt#famed, prosecuted and executed
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them for Witches, that indeed were noBat we have in the Scripture the Example of a
better Man tharSaul to encourage us to make enquiry after Wizzards \&itdhes in
order to their Conviction and Execution. This dié rarest King that ever lived caused to
be doneyiz. Josiah 2 Kings 23.24The Workers with familiar Spirits and the Wizzards,
that were spied in the Land diidah,did Josiahput away, that he might perform the
Words of the Lawlt seems there were some that sought to hide thésekers of
Iniquity, but that incomparable King spied them,cartd rid the Land and the World of
them.

Q. But then the Enquiry id3Vhat is sufficient Proof?

A. This Case has been with great Judgment answerex\®ral Divines of our own,
particularly by Mr.Perkins and Mr.Bernard also Mr.John Gaula worthy Minister at
Staughtonin the County oHuntington has published a very Judicious Discourse, called,
Select Cases of Conscience touching Witches anchahéifts Printed atLondonA.D.
1646. wherein he does with great Prudence and Begdef Scripture light handle this
and other Cases: Such Jurors as can obtain thades Bovould advise them to read, and
seriously as in the fear of God to consider them, $o far as they keep to the Law and to
the Testimony, and speak according to that Workive the Light which is in them. But
the Books being now rare to be had, let me exprgs€oncurrence with them in these
two particulars.

1. That a free and voluntary Confession of the Crinaglenby the Person suspected and
accused after Examination, is a sufficient Grouh@€onviction.

Indeed, If Persons are Distracted, or under theelPaf Phrenetick Melancholythat
alters the Case; but the Jurors that examine thaohtheir Neighbours that know them,

may easily determine that Case; or if Confessiomstierted® the Evidence is not so
clear and convictive; but if any Persons out of Resa of Conscience, or from a Touch
of God in their Spirits, confess and shew their @ees the Converted Magicians in
Ephesudid, Acts 19.18, 19nothing can be more clear. Suppose a Man to heestexi

for Murder, or for committing a Rape, or the likefandous Wickedness, if he does freely
confess the Accusation, that's ground enough tad@won him. The Scripture approveth
of Judging the wicked Servant out of his own Molitinke 19.221t is by some objected,
that Persons in Discontent may falsly accuse themsel say, if they do so, and it cannot
be proved that they are false Accusers of themsgltleey ought to dye for their
Wickedness, and their Blood will be upon their oMeads; the Jury, the Judges, and the

Land is Clear: | have read a very sad and amaaimg)yet a true Story to this purpose.

There was in the Year 1649, in a Town callelider in Scotland a certain woman
accused and imprisoned on suspicion of Witchcvafien others in the same Prison with
her were Convicted, and their Execution orderedhé¢oon the Monday following, she
desired to speak with a Minister, to whom she deddreely that she was guilty of
Witchcraft, acknowledging also many other Crimemputted by her, desiring that she
might die with the rest: She said particularly thla¢ had Covenanted with the Devil, and
was become his Servant about twenty years befocetheat he kissed her and gave her a
Name, but that since he had never owned her. SeMengsters who were jealous that
she accused herself untruly, charged it on her €ienee, telling her that they doubted
she was under a Temptation of the Devil to dedteryown Body and Soul, and adjuring
her in the Name of God to declare the Truth: Ndtsténding all this, she stifly adhered
to what she had said, and was on Monday morningd€@oned, and ordered to be
Executed that day. When she came to the place etufion, she was silent until the
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Prayers were ended, then going to the Stake whesewsas to be Burnt, she thus
expressed hersel@ll you that see me this day! Know ye that | andieoas a Witch, by
my own Confession! and | free all Men, especidily Ministers and Magistrates, from
the guilt of my Blood, | take it wholly on my salid as | must make answer to the God of
Heaven, | declare | am as free from Witchcraft ay &£hild, but being accused by a
Malicious Woman, and Imprisoned under the Name \Witah, my Husband and Friends
disowned me, and seeing no hope of ever beingediCagain, through the Temptation
of the Devil, | made that Confession to destroy awy Life, being weary of it, and
chusing rather to Die than to Livelhis her lamentable Speech did astonish all the
Spectators, few of whom could restrain from Teatse Truth of this Relation (saith my

Author[%]) Is certainly attested by a worthy Divine now tgi who was an Eye and an
Ear-Witness of the whole matter; but thus did thméterable Creature suffer Death, and
this was a just Execution. When tAenalekiteconfessed that he killeBaul whom he
had no legal Authority to meddle with, althougts ‘probable that he belyed himself,
David gave order for his Execution, and said to hiiimy Blood be upon thy Head, for thy
Mouth hath Testified against the2 Sam. 1.16But as for the Testimony of Confessing
Witches against others, the case is not so cleagamst themselves, they are not such
credible Witnesses, as in a Case of Life and Disath be desired: It is beyond dispute,
that the Devil makes his Witches to dream strahgegs of themselves and others which
are not so. There was (as Authors beyond Excepélate) in appearance a sumptuous
Feast prepared, the Wine and Meat set forth in&ssd Gold; a certain Person whom an
amorous young Man had fallen in Love with, was espnted and supposed to be really

there; butApollonius Tyanaeﬁg] discovered the Witchery of the Business, and in an
instant all vanished, and nothing but dirty Coalsravto be seen: The like to this is
mentioned in thérausicanCouncil. There were certain Women that imaginesy ttode
upon Beasts in the Night, and that they Bagna andHerodiusin company with them,
besides a Troop of other Persons; the Council lgittes Sentence on i8atanas qui se
transfigurat in Angelum Lucis, transformat se irvatisarum personarum species, &
mentem quam captivam tenet, in somnis delushittan transforms himself into the
likeness of divers Persons, and deludes the Sbhatsate his Captives with Dreams and
Fancies; see Divillet on 1 Sam. 28p. 165 What Credit can be given to those that say
they can turn Men into Horses? If so, they can ab turn Horses into Men; but all the
Witches on Earth in Conjunction with all the DeviilsHell, can never make or unmake a
rational Soul, and then they cannot transform atBnto a Man, nor a Man into a Bruit;
so that this Transmutation is fantastical. The Dewvay and often does impose on the
Imaginations of his Witches and Vassals, that thelyeve themselves to be Converted
into Beasts, and reverted into Men againNabuchadnezzawhilst under the Power of a
Deaemon really imagined himself to be an Ox, and ddyg out of Doors and eat Grass:
The Devil has inflicted on many a Man the Diseaakled Lycanthropia from whence
they have made lamentable Complaints of their b&fofyves: In a word, there is no more
Reality in what many Witches confess of strangagbkiseen or done by them, whilst
Satan had them in his full Power, than there ikunian'sridiculous Fable of his being
Bewitched into arAsse and what strange Feats he then played; so theatt such persons
relate concerning Persons and Things at Witch-mggtiought not to be received with
too much Credulity.

| could mention dismal Instances of Innocent Bleddch has been shed by means of the
Lies of some Confessing Witches; there is a vedyStary mentioned in the Preface to
the Relation of the Witchcrafts Bweedlandhow that in the Year 1676, &tockholma
young Woman accused her own Mother (who had indesth a very bad Woman, but
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not guilty of Witchcraft,) and Swore that she hadried her to the Nocturnal Meetings of
Witches, upon which the Mother was burnt to De&bon after the Daughter came
crying and howling before the Judges in open Calat)aring, that to be revenged on her
Mother for an Offence received, she had falselyised her with a Crime which she was
not guilty of; for which she also was justly Exesdit A most wicked Man ifrrance
freely confessed himself to be a Magician, and sedunany others, whose Lives were
thereupon taken from them; and a whole Provincelikado have been ruined thereby,
but the Impostor was discovered: The Confessintgepded Wizzard was burnt Baris

in the year 1668. | shall only take notice furtbéan awful Example mentioned by A. B.
Spotswoodn his History ofScotland p. 449. His words are these, 'This Sumnw. (
Anno 1597.) there was a great business for thel Tofy&Vitches, amongst others, one
Margaret Atkinbeing apprehended on suspicion, and threatnedwitture, did confess
herself Guilty; being examined touching her Asstdan that Trade, she named a few,
and perceiving her Delations find Credit, made roftedetect all of that sort, and to purge
the Country of them; so she might have her Lifentgd: For the reason of her
Knowledge, she said;hat they had a secret mark all of that sort initlgyes, whereby
she could surely tell, how soon she looked upon &hgther they were Witches or not;
and in this she was so readily believed, thatHerdpace of 3 or 4 Months she was carried
from Town to Town to make Discoveries in that kinggny were brought in question by
her Delations, especially ablasgow where diverse Innocent Women, through the
Credulity of the Minister MrJohn Cowpenvere condemned and put to Deaththe end
she was found to be a meer deceiver, and sent tmaé¢kfe, where she was first
apprehended: At her Tryal she affirmed all to beefdhat she had confessed of herself or
others, and persisted in this to her Death, whigdenmany fore-think their too great
forwardness that way, and moved the King to relesllCommission given out against
such Persons, discharging all Proceedings agdwesth,texcept in case of a voluntary
Confession, till a solid Order should be takenh®y Estates touching the form that should
be kept in their Tryal." Thus that famous Historian

2. If two credible Persons shall affirm upon Oath thia¢y have seen the party accused
speaking such words, or doing things which nonesobigh as have Familiarity with the
Devil ever did or can do, that's a sufficient Grduior Conviction.

Some are ready to say, that Wizzards are not sesarag to do such things in the sight or
hearing of others, but it is certain that they haeey often been known to do so: How
often have they been seen by others using Incha$me&onjuring to raise Storms? And
have been heard calling upon their Familiar S@rasnd have been known to use Spells
and Charms? And to shew in a Glass or in a Shemegbersons absent? And to reveal
Secrets which could not be discovered but by thal®é&nd have not men been seen to
do things which are above humane Strength, thaimao living could do without
Diabolical AssistancesClaudiawas seen by Witnesses enough, to draw a Ship wiaich
humane Strength could movEucciaa Vestal Virgin was seen to carry Water in a Sieve
The Devil never assists men to do supernaturabshimdesired. When therefore such
like things shall be testified against the accuBary not bySpectresvhich are Devils in
the Shape of Persons either living or dead, butday men or women who may be
credited; it is proof enough that such an one has €onversation and Correspondence
with the Devil, as that he or she, whoever theyooght to be exterminated from amongst
men. This notwithstanding | will add; It were betthat ten suspected Witches should
escape, than that one innocent Person should beée@ored; that is an old saying, and
true, Prestat reum nocentem absolvi, guam ex prohibmikclis & illegitima probatione
condemnari.lt is better that a Guilty Person should be Abedlvthan that he should
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without sufficient ground of Conviction be conderdnéhad rather judge a Witch to be
an honest woman, than judge an honest woman asch.\WWhe Word of God directs men
not to proceed to the execution of the most campténders, until such time as upon
searching diligently, the matterfisund to be a Truth, and the thing certaideut. 13.14,
15.

An Acquaintanc@g] of mine atLondon in his description oNew-Englanddeclares, that
as to their Religion, the people there are like Rerkins it is no dishonour to us, if that
be found true: | am sorry that any amongst us begslight so great a Man, whom the

most Learned®! in Foreign Lands, speak of with Admiration, on #oeeount of his polite
and acute Judgment: It is a grave and good Advitehwhe giveth in his Discourse of
Witchcrafts (Chap. 7. Sect. 2.) wherewith | coneludl would therefore wish and advise
all Jurors who give the Verdict upon Life and Deiatlthe Court of Assizes, to take good
heed, that as they be diligent in zeal of God'sygland the good of his Church, in
detecting of Witches, by all sufficient and lawfuleans, so likewise they would be
careful what they do, and not to condemn any psugpected upon bare Presumptions,
without sound and sufficient Proofs that they bequlty through their own Rashness of
shedding Innocent Blood.'

Boston, New-England, Octob. 3. 1692.
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POSTSCRIPT.

he Design of the precedirigyssertation is not to plead for Witchcrafts, or to

appear as an Advocate for Witches: | have therefordten another

Discourse, proving that there are such horrid @reatas Witches in the

World; and that they are to be extirpated and &ulrom amongst the People

of God, which | have Thoughts and Inclinations uedime to publish; and |
am abundantly satisfied that there have been, amdtdl most cursed Witches in the
Land. More than one or two of those now in Pristvave freely and credibly
acknowledged their Communion and Familiarity witke Spirits of Darkness; and have
also declared unto me the Time and Occasion, \wihparticular Circumstances of their
Hellish Obligations and Abominations.

Nor is there designed any Reflection on those woRérsons who have been concerned
in the late Proceedings 8alem They are wise and good Men, and have acted Wlith a
Fidelity according to their Light, and have outtehderness declined the doing of some
things, which in our own Judgments they were datishbout: Having therefore so
arduous a Case before them, Pitty and Prayersrrdtha Censures are their due; on
which account | am glad that there is publishethtoWorld (by my Son) 8reviate of
the Tryalsof some who were lately executed, whereby | hdpe thinking part of
Mankind will be satisfied, that there was more thizat which is calle@pectre Evidence
for the Conviction of the Persons condemned. | wais myself present at any of the
Tryals, excepting oneyiz. that of George Burroughshad | been one of his Judges, |
could not have acquitted him: For several Persatisidon Oath testifie, that they saw
him do such things as no Man that has not a Dewlet his Familiar could perform: And
the Judges affirm, that they have not convicted @my meerly on the account of what
Spectreshave said, or of what has been represented t&yke or Imaginations of the
sick bewitched Persons. If what is here exposedutdick view, may be a means to
prevent it for the future, | shall not repent of tmgbour in this Undertaking. | have been
prevailed with so far as | am able to discern thatTin these dark Cases, to declare my
Sentiments, with the Arguments which are of weigith me, hoping that what is written
may be of some use to discover epths of Satgrand to prevent innocent ones having
their Lives endangered, or their Reputations ruirmdbeing through the Subtility and
Power of the Devils, in consideration with the Iggnace and Weakness of Men, involved
amongst the Guilty. It becomes those of my Protesso be very tender in Cases of
Blood, and to imitate our Lord and Mastérho came not to destroy the Lives of Men, but
to save them

| likewise design in what | have written, to givey mestimony against these unjustifiable
ways of discovering Witchcrafts, which some amoadhave practised. | hear that of late
there was &Vitch-cakemade with the Urine of bewitched Creatures, aslogeedient by
several Persons in a place, which has suffered royche Attack of Hell upon it: This |
take to be not only wicked Superstition, but gr€atly: For tho' the Devil does
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sometimes operate with tl&perimentsyet not always, especially ifMagical Faithbe
wanting. | shall here take occasion to recite sétassages in a Letter, which | received
from that Eminent pious and learned Man, amuel Cradockduring my abode in
London the Letter bears dateebr. 26. 1690Then take it in his own Words, which are
these; 'We have at this present one in our nexinJ@ko has a Son who has strange Fits,
and such as they impute to Witchcraft: He comeotwsalt with me about it, but before he
came, he had used a means which | should nevediraded him untoyiz. He took the
Nails of his Son's Hands and Feet, and some ofhis and mixed them in Rye-Paste
with his Water, and so set it all by the Fire itilvas consumed, and his Son (as he says)
was well after, and free from his Fits for a whdenth, but then they came again, and
He tried that means a second time, and then it vowkt do;He removed his Son into
Cambridgeshirehe next County, and then he was well, but as s®ohe brought him
home he was afflicted as before. The Boy says,ddeasthing like a Mole following of
him, which once spoke to him, and told him he cameéo the Office he was to do: |
advised his Father to make use of the Medicinecplesd by our Saviouwiz. Fasting
and Prayer. Here have been others in this Town ttloaigh they were unddi-handling

as they call it: One Family had their Milk so atisd, that they could not possibly make
any Cheese, but it hov'd and swelled, and was gwodothing: They are now rid of that
trouble, but how they got rid of it | do not knowhus my Letter. By which it is evident
that Towns inEnglandas well aiNew-Englandare molested witiDaemonsonly | wish
that the Superstitions practiced in other placegetorid of such troublesome Guests had
never been known, much less used amongst us or them

Some | hear have taken up a Notion, that the Bomklyn published by my Son, is

contradictory to this of mine: 'Tis strange thattsumaginations should enter into the
Minds of Men: | perused and approved of that Boefole it was printed; and nothing
but my Relation to him hindred me from recommendirtg the World: But my self and

Son agreed unto the humble Advice which twelve Btamns concurringly presented
before his Excellency and Council, respecting thesgnt Difficulties, which let the

World judge, whether there be anything in it disaag from what is attested by either of
us.

It was in the Words following:—

The Return of several Ministers consulted by higdency, and the Honourable
Council, upon the present WitchcraftsSalemVillage.

Boston,June 15, 1692

he afflicted State of our poor Neighbours, that arevnsuffering by Molestations

from the Invisible World, we apprehend so deplogalthat we think their
Condition calls for the utmost help of all Persanstheir several Capacitiedl. We
cannot but with all Thankfulness acknowledge, thec&ss which the merciful God has
given unto the sedulous and assiduous Endeavarsrdionourable Rulers, to detect the
abominable Witchcrafts which have been committetienCountry; humbly praying that
the discovery of these mysterious and mischievdokedhesses, may be perfectid.
We judge that in the prosecution of these, andwath Witchcrafts, there is need of a very
critical and exquisite Caution, lest by too mucheQulity for things received only upon
the Devil's Authority, there be a Door opened forlang Train of miserable
Consequences, and Satan get an advantage ovesrugsefshould not be ignorant of his
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Devices.lV. As in Complaints upon Witchcrafts, there may betdatof Enquiry, which
do not amount unto Matters of Presumption, andehmay be Matters of Presumption
which yet may not be reckoned Matters @dnvictiony so 'tis necessary that all
Proceedings thereabout be managed with an exceddimderness towards those that
may be complained of; especially if they have deersons formerly of an unblemished
ReputationV. When the first Enquiry is made into the Circumsé&mnaef such as may lie
under any just Suspicion of Witchcrafts, we couishwthat there may be admitted as
little as is possible, of such Noise, Company, @p&nness, as may too hastily expose
them that are examined: and that there may notbmgsed as a Test, for the Trial of the
suspected, the Lawfulness whereof may be doubtedgathe People of God; but that the
Directions given by such judicious Writers Rerkinsand Bernard be consulted in such
a Case.VI. Presumptions whereupon Persons may be committedl, nasch more
Convictions, whereupon Persons may be condemneguity of Witchcrafts, ought
certainly to be more considerable, than barelydlceused Person being represented by a
Spectre unto the Afflicted; inasmuch as 'tis anawtded and a notorious thing, that a
Deemon may, by God's Permission, appear even tpuifboses, in the Shape of an
innocent, yea, and a vertuous Man: Nor can we est&kerations made in the Sufferers,
by a Look or Touch of the Accused to be an inflallbvidence of Guilt; but frequently
liable to be abused by the Devil's Legerdemaivi. We know not, whether some
remarkable Affronts given to the Devils, by outbeiteving of those Testimonies, whose
whole force and strength is from them alone, maypuoo a Period, unto the Progress of
the dreadful Calamity begun upon us, in the Accaeatf so many Persons, whereof we
hope, some are yet clear from the great Transgoestid unto their ChargeVIll.
Nevertheless, We cannot but humbly recommend bet&bvernment, the speedy and
vigorous Prosecution of such as have rendered takms obnoxious, according to the
Direction given in the Laws of God, and the whohesdStatutes of thEnglish Nation,

for the Detection of Witchcrafts.
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