. Unit2 — Lesson 10
Exploration and Colonies

LESSON 10

Background Information

In the cold winter months of
1691-1692, several teenage girls gath-
ered at the home of Reverend Samuel
Parris, the minister and religious leader
of Salem Village. Here, they listened to
tales of the supernatural from Reverend
Parris’s slave, Tituba.

In January 1692 some of these girls
began to behave oddly. A doctor was
called in who (since he was unable to ex-
plain the strange behavior) suggested
that witchcraft might be the cause. A
“number of other girls soon joined the
original group and began accusing
people from the surrounding area of be-
witching them. In the public hearings
" (called examinations) the girls screamed
and went through contortions as they
pointed out their tormentors. A sense of
hysteria gripped the whole colony.

Salem Village (in the present loca-
tion of Danvers, Massachusetts) was, in
some respects, part of Salem Town (to-
day’s Salem, Massachusetts) in 1692,
Villagers paid taxes to the town, and
many villagers traded with and through
the town. In other respects, however,
Salem Village was independent from
Salem Town. By 1692 the village had its
own minister and meeting house, which
made it a separate congregation—and a
separate community from Salem Town.

In June of 1692, the governor of
Massachusetts established a special
court to try the witcheraft cases in Sa-
lem Town. The judges of this court were
political leaders appointed by the gover-
nor. None of the judges was a minister,
although one had been.

Before the hysteria died down in the
autumn of 1692, nineteen persons had
been hanged and one man had been
pressed to death. Eight more were un-
der sentence of death, 50 awaited sen-

What Caused the Salem Witch Hysteria?

tencing, and 150 were in jail awaiting
trial when they were pardoned.

Almost everyone in the 1600s be-
lieved in witchcraft. During the years
1300-1600, probably a half million
people were killed as alleged Wlbches in
England alone.

The common belief of the:time was
that someone became a witch by sign-
ing the “Devil’s Book.” He or she would
then go to black masses where, among
other things, Christian prayers were
said backwards. (This is why a witch was
not supposed to be able to say the Lord’s
Prayer without making a mistake.)

Witches also were presumed to have

a “familiar,” such as a cat or dog, which
served as a messenger from the devil.
On the witch’s body was something
called a “Devil’s Mark” (a spot where the
devil or a familiar sucked the blood of
the witch, thereby feeding on the witch’s
soul). Accused witches were exammed
for such a mark.

Once someone became a witch (males
were called witches or wizards; “warlock”
was rarely used), his or her spmt (also
called an “apparition” or “specter”) could
move out of the witch’s physical body and
torment other people. The court of 1692
accepted the testimony of witnesses that
the specters of accused witches had tor-
mented them. Such testlmony was called

“spectral evidence.”

Many people who practiced witch-
craft at this time used puppets to hurt
people they didn’t like. The witch would
stick pins into the doll and the targeted
person would feel pain or have other
physical symptoms. Although this was
similar to voodoo as practiced in Haiti,
it was different from voodoo in that it

was not intended to be ag serious.
/ [Continued on next page.]
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Salem Witch Hysteria: Relevant Information
[Note: English usage in all quotations has been modernized.]
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Salem Village was about five miles northwest of Salem Town. In 1692 it had
90 houses and about 550 people. (See Figure 3, p. 47.)

In addition to farming, some people took up such “winter” occupations as
weavers, brickmakers, coopers (barrel makers), and sellers of alcoholic
beverages (tavern owners).

The people in Salem Village were mostly farmers and had a reputation for
quarreling and being stubborn. Their disputes often involved land or church
controversies and resulted in ill feelings and long-lasting resentments,

Local church disputes were famous in colonial history. From as early as 1672,
two groups in Salem Village had carried on controversies over the Village
minister. One minister, George Burroughs, was denied his salary.

Samuel Parris took over as minister of Salem Village in 1689.

Increase Mather, one of the most influential ministers in Massachusetts,
challenged the evidence accepted in the Salem Trials. In a sermon to other
ministers in Cambridge on October 8, 1692, he criticized the Court’s acceptance
of spectral evidence, claiming, “Better that ten suspected witches should escape
than that one innocent person should be condemned.”

There is no evidence regarding what the accused believed would happen to
them if they confessed. In some previous cases, the courts delayed execution
when the accused confessed; most were, nevertheless, executed. People in Salem
may have believed they could escape execution by confessing.

Petty neighbor disputes had helped cause several earlier witchcraft episodes.

Although the Salem witchcraft episode was much larger than any other episode
in the colonies (because of the large numbers participating and the large
numbers hanged), it was small compared to European witch hysterias.

In most Salem Witcheraft Trial cases, the accuser and the accused person did
not live next to each other and did not know each other well.

Reverend Samuel Willard is believed to have anonymously published a
pamphlet in 1692 in which he condemned the use of spectral evidence and
denounced the accusers as “liars.”

On June 15, 1692, a group of Boston ministers led by Cotton Mather sent a
letter to Governor Phips and his council. The letter urged vigorous prosecution
of proven witches but recommended “a very critical and exquisite caution” in
the use of spectral evidence.

Some of the people who were accused of witchcraft and some of those who

were hanged as witches were outcasts in Salem Village. Others, such as Rebecca
Nurse, were respected members of the community and of the church.

Some people who were accused of witcheraft and some people who were hanged
for it lived in Salem Village, but most of the accused did not.

One of the afflicted girls, Betty Parris, took no part in the examinations or
trials because her father, Reverend Parris, sent her away. Her younger brother,
who was born in 1692, later died insane. '

One of the afflicted girls accused John Proctor’s wife of being a witch. Adults
who heard the accusation were skeptical of it, and the girl responded, “It [the
accusation] was for sport. I must have some sport.”

[Continued on next page.]
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In 1720 three sisters in Littletown, Massachusetts, claimed that a witch in
town was causing them headaches. There was no trial, and in 1728 the oldest
gister admitted that the girls had made up the story to get attention. She said
they had picked the woman they accused at random.

During the trial of Sarah Good, one of the afflicted girls presented part of a
broken knife blade with which she said Sarah had tormented her. A boy then
came forward, said the blade part was from his knife, and showed that the
broken piece of blade fit perfectly. The judge told the afflicted girl to stick to
the facts and had her continue her testimony.

Reverend Parris took the official notes at witchcraft examinations and trials.

In 1706 Ann Putnam, Jr. admitted that she had been used as an instrument
of the devil in the Salem Witch Trials. '

Robert Calef criticized Cotton and Increase Mather on many occasions other
than the witchcraft trials.

When accused witches were released from jail in late 1692, the afflicted girls
did not become tormented again. '

In his book Major Symptoms of Hysteria (1907), Pierre Janet, a French doctor,
described the major symptoms of hysteria as a pain or strange sensation in
some part of the body, often below the stomach, which then spreads to an area
just above the stomach, the chest, and the throat (choking).

During the Salem Witch Trials, Elizabeth Brown said that a specter in the
form of a bird was pecking her legs, then her stomach, and then her throat.

John Locke, who lived in England in the 1600s and who was well known for
his scholarly books, said that spirits (specters) could appear in the material
world: “Spirits can assume to themselves bodies of different bulk, figure, and
conformation of parts.”

Thomas Hobbes, a famous political thinker in seventeenth-century England,
wrote: “As for witches, I think not that their witchcraft is any real power; but
yet they are justly punished, for their false belief they have that they can do
such mischief....” |

In Boston in 1688, Goodwife Glover was tried as a witch. Testimony showed
that when Glover stuck pins into one of her dolls, one of the Goodwin children
fell into fits and convulsions. She was overheard in her jail cell yelling at the
devil for having abandoned her at her moment of need in the trial.

Abigail Hobbs said that George Burroughs had brought puppets to her, and
thorns to stick into those puppets. She also said that she had caused a death
by following his instructions.

According to one author, “convulsive ergotism” (the type that may have occurred

in Salem Village) has occurred almost exclusively in areas where people
suffered from a lack of vitamin A. :

One author says that it is common for all members of a family to develop
symptoms of convulsive ergotism during epidemics.

Residents of Salem Village lived in an area where fish and dairy products,
both good sources of vitamin A, were common.
[Continued on next page.]
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Salem Witch Hysteria: Glossary of Terms

A number of terms in this lesson might be unfamiliar to you or are used in a
particular manner regarding the witchcraft trials. This glossary explains some of
those terms; others are explained when they are used in the readings.

Afflicted To be distressed or tormented. In this lesson, it refers to those who
appeared to be tormented by witchcraft.
Congregation The members of a particular church.

Devil’s Book A book in which the devil was reported to keep a record of the souls
he owned. A person who signed his or her name in this book indicated that he
or she was now a witch.

Devil’s Mark A mark on a witch’s body where the devil or familiar sucked the
blood of the witch, thereby feeding on her soul.

Examination A pretrial hearing to determine if there is enough evidence to try
the accused in court. Similar to an indictment or Grand Jury hearing today.

Familiar A small animal, such as a cat or dog, that served as a messenger
between the devil and the witch.

Goodwife (Geody) A title of address for married women; equivalent of Mrs.

Hysteria !(medical) Physical ailments, such as pain, itching, or convulsions, caused
. by a mental state.

2A common use of the term is to describe a person who, due to some upsetting
experience, screams or yells uncontrollably.

3The term is also used in this problem to describe a time of fear and irrationality
among a large group of people (“mass hysteria”).

Meeting House The place the town gathered for religious services, as well as
political matters. Usually the largest building in a town.

Minister The religious leader (also called reverend, pastor, or clergyman)' of the
Puritan Church in a town or village.

Spectral Evidence Testimony that an accused witch’s spirit or ghost appeared to
the accuser, sometimes tormenting the accuser. ‘

Theocracy Government ruled and/or controlled by a religion. Iran is a modern-
day example.

Witch 'As used in Puritan New England, a woman who had sold her soul to the
devil, thereby becoming an enemy of the Christian church.

2A more general definition is someone who uses magic.
Wizard A male witch.

[Conitinued on next page.]
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Figure 3: Salem and Salem Village in 1692, showing main roads and several locations

important to the Witcheraft Trials
' [Continued on next page.]
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4 Accused
32 Accusers

6 Defenders

17 Accused
2 Accusers

26 Defenders

MAP LEGEND———
W = Home of person accused of Witcheraft

= Line dividing the village

Figure 4: Salem Village residents (and some from Salem Town) involved in the
Witcheraft Trials of 1692, [This does not include those accused from other towns or
villages. Also not shown on the map are Sarah and Dorcas Good, who had no
residence; Mary DeRich, whose residence has never been identified; and five
villagers who were both accusers and defenders.]

[Continued on next page.]
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Salem Witch Hysteria: Time Line of Events

1672

|
January
' Betty Parris, Abigail Williams
L tt—(7) “afflicted;” Griggs says
witcheraft may be cause

Local ministers (Hale, Noyes, etc.) say February
girls are possessed; Rev. Parris: “Who

torments you?”; girls name Tituba, {7)—1
Sarah Good, and Sarah Osburne March Examinations of Tituba,
-—(! )——G_ood, and Osburne;
Sarah Osburne dies: o Tituba confesses J’

Sarah Good gives birth

—(21) Examination of Mary Cory

Examination of Rebecca Nurse——{24}— |

Ap ﬂ—(ﬁ)—-—Sarah Cloyse storms from church
Examinations of Sarah Cloyse an

. and Elizabeth Proctor ( Examinations of Mary Warren,
Examinations of 10 more, including lt—(19)——Giles C_"ry.’ Bridget Bishop,
A Mary ESW—{ZZJ_'TV\ay and Abigail Hobbs

Examination of

Rev. George Burroughs )—»

et —{ 14} New charter arrives from England
Trial of Bridget Bishop;
first trial by Court oft—(2)— e
Oyer and Terminer g (]0)——Bridget Bishop hanged

Trials of 5 people, including (29)

Rebecca Nurse July

ag—{19) Hanging of the 5 tried on June 29

Trials of 6 people, including ~ August

. George Burroughs and () —p] :
John and Elizabeth Proctor
Hanging of 5 tried on August 5;
tett—(19)——(Elizabeth Proctor hanging
September postponed)
Trials of & people, including ()l

Mary Esty

Giles Cory pressed to death——(79)——pm —(11 ‘Trial of § more peopie

. Hanging of 8 people;
( last hangings
Y
[Continued on next page.]
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Salem Witch Hysteria: The Afflicted and the Accused

The Afflicted (Ages in Parentheses)
Betty Parris (9) . ] _
Abigail Williams (11) | — Lived with Reverend Parris

M 1 ‘
Sus;nrgrgil:?ng}g)& } — Close neighbors of Reverend Parris

Ann 5&?;;1 éI: ) ((310253) }-—;- Lived in the home of Thomas Putnam

Mary Warren (20) — Worked for John Proctor
Elizabeth Hubbard (17) — Worked for Dr. Griggs
Sarah Cﬁurchiﬂ (20) — Wérked for George J acobs
Mercy Lewis (17) — Worked for Thomas Putnam.

The Accused (Partial Listing; Home Town in Parentheses)

Tituba (Salem Village)
Sarah Good (Salem Village)
Dorcas Good (Salem Town)
Sarah Osburne (Salem Town)
Martha Cory (Salem Town) |
Giles Cory (Salem Town)
Rebecca Nurse (Salem Village)
Sarah Cloyse (Salem Village)
Mary Esty (Topsfield) ' _
George Burroughs (Wells, ME; had lived in Salem Village)
Elizabeth Proctor (Salem Town)
John Proctor (Salem Town)
Abigail Hobbs (Topsfield)
Deliverance Hobbs (Topsfield)
William Hobbs (Topsfield)
Nehemiah Abbot (Topsfield)

~ Bridget Bishop (Salem Town)
Dorcas Hoar (Beverly)
Susanna Martin (Amesbury)

George Jacobs (Salem T  nex
eorge Jacobs (Salem Town) [Continued on next page.]

48 © 1990 MIDWEST PUBLICATIONS, P.O. Box 448, Paclfic Grove, CA 93950




Unit 2 — Lesson 10
-Exploration and Colonies

© 1990 MIDWEST PUBLICATIONS, P.O. Box 448, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 49




Evaluating Viewpoints; Crtical Thinklng in United States History
Book 1—Colonies to Constitution

Endnotes for Interpretation A

! Charles Upham, Salem Witchcraft, vol. 2 (Boston: Wiggins and Lunt, 1867; reprinted 1959), pp.
75-87. The entire sermon is quoted in this source. ‘

% Robert Calef, More Wonders of the Invisible World, 1700 (London, 1700; reprinted Bainbridge, NY:
York Mail-Press, 1872). Calef lived in Boston at the time of the trials. At one point his name
was mentioned as a possible wizard, but he was never called to examination or trial.

3 Ibid. pp. 371-6. :

* Thomas Hutchinson, History of the Colony and Province of Massachusetts Bay, vol. 2, ed. Lawrence
Shaw Mayo (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1936), pp. 38-9. This book contains
reprints of some of the original sources regarding the trials, including this letter by the
ministers. :

Calef, More Invisible World, pp. 360-1. Calef may have been an eyewitness to this hanging.

The new charter, brought back in May 1692, allowed any propertied Christian male, not just

L=~ |

Puritans, to vote. Also, the governor was to be appointed by the King, not elected by the -

people (that is, by the congregations of the Puritan churches).
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Endnotes for Interpretation B
1 Essex County (Massachusetts) Archives, Salem thchcraﬁ 1692, vol. 1. [Report by Ezekial Cheever,
secretary for this examination], p. 6. ~

2 Hutchinson, History of Massachusetts, pp. 21-23. For example, the girls claimed they saw the
devil whispering in Goody Cloyse’s ear at her examination. At Martha Cory’ s examination,
Ann Putnam, Jr., one of the afflicted girls, said she saw Cory’s specter in the raﬂ:ers

3 Essex County Archives, Salem Wiicheraft, vol, 1, p. 117.
4 Calef, “More Invisible World,” pp. 358-60. )
5 Essex County Archives, Salem Witchecraft, vol. 1, pp. 29-31. {Continued on next page.]
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Endnotes for Interpretation B
[Continued from previous page.] .

8 Elliot W. Woodward, Records of the Salem Witcheraft Trials, vol. 1 (Roxbury, MA: W. Elliot
Woodward, 1864 reprinted New York: DaCapo Press, 1969), p. 14. [Reprinted manuscript
documents from the trials.]

" Upham, Salem Wiicheraft, vol. 2, pp. 253 ff. (and following).
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Endnotes for Interpretation C

1 B. DeWitt and M. Ames, eds., Tree Ring Chronology of Eastern North America (Tucson: University
of Arizona Press, 1978). The width of a tree ring gives a clueto the average temperature for
that year. The tree rings for 1690, 1691, and 1692 are narrower, indicating less tree growth

- and, by implication, lower average temperatures,

2 “Diary of Lawrence Hammond, 1891-92,” Proceedings of the Massachuseits Historical Society,
7:160.

8 B. Berde and H.O. Schild, eds., Ergot Alkaloids and Related Compounds (New York: Springer,
1987).

4 J. M. Taylor, The Witchcraft Delusion in Colonial Connecticut, 1647-1697 (Stratford, CT: J. E.
Edwards, 1908). In addition, seven infants in the Salem area either developed or died of
symptoms of ergot poisoning.
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Endnotes for Interpretation D
[Continued from previous page.]
1 Woodward, Records, pp. 6-8.

2 Cotton Mather, The Wonders of the Invisible World (London; John Russell Smith, 1862), reprinted
in Narratives of the Witchcraft Cases, 1648-1706, ed. G. L. Burr (New York: Scribners,
1914), p. 228. Mather is not an objective observer, but a comparison of his account to the
trial records shows him to be very accurate in recording facts.

3 Ihid., pp. 215-22. Rev. George Burroughs also had a reputation for the oceult. He tricked his wife
and brother-in-law into thinking he knew of one of their conversations by reading their
minds through occult supernatural powers, although he may have been eavesdropping. He
said, “My God makes known your thoughts to me.” Both his wife and brother-in-law
understood from this that his god was the devil, since the Christian God doesn’t deal in
occult powers about family gossip, but the devil does. Rev. Burroughs also was caught lying
at his trial, and he hadn’t taken communion for a long time. - '

4 Calef, More Invisible World. Cotton Mather obtained signed confirmations of this and other instances
of levitation. Also, Sarah Good, when requested by Rev. Noyes at her execution to confess to
being a witch, replied, “I am no more a witch than you are a wizard. If you take my life away,
God will give you blood to drink.” She was executed. Tradition has it that when Noyes lay
dying twenty-five years later, he did, indeed, choke on blood in his mouth.

5 George Lyman Kittredge, Witcheraft in 0ld and New England (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1929), p. 338. As another example, Mary Warren was reported on September 2 as
having “a pin run through her hand and bloed running out of her mouth.” [Recorded in
Woodward, ed., Salem Witcheraft, vol. 2, p. 155.1

6 Cotton Mather to Judge John Richards, May 1692, Massachusetts Historical Society Collections,
4th series, vol. 8, pp. 391-T.
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Endnotes for Interpretation E

1 Ordination of a minister to lead a village church gave that church recognition of independence.

2 Some people in the village did not pay their taxes to support the minister., They objected to the
terms under which Reverend Parris was hired and disputed the villagers’ obligation to take
Reverend Parris firewood.

3 See Figure 4, page 48.

4 Information on pro-Parris and anti-Parris petitions are from church records, following the entry
for April 3, 1695. Data on accusers and defenders are from “Verbatim Transcripts of Salem
Witchcraft Papers,” compiled under the supervision of Archie N, Frost, Salem Clerk of Courts
(1938). Of the twenty-seven who supported the Witcheraft Trials by testifying against one
or more of the accused witches, twenty-one later (in 1695) signed the pro-Parris petition; six
signed the anti-Parris petition. Of the twenty who registered their opposition to the trials,
one signed the pro-Parris petition; nineteen signed the anti-Parris petition.

8 Reverend Samuel Parris, Sermon Book, January 12, 1690,
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