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Course Objective:

Advanced Placement Chemistry is designed to meet the requirements of a first year college-level chemistry course.  The course will develop fundamental concepts and principles of chemistry and prepare students to take the AP chemistry exam in May.  The curriculum emphasizes analytical and problem solving skills through the use of class lecture and discussions, problem sets and experimentation. Students taking this course can expect a rigorous, fast-paced course that demands self-discipline, strong math skills and an inquisitive mind. 
Course Materials:
Textbook:  Chemistry Zumdahl, 3rd edition (covered)
3-Ring Binder with dividers
Scientific Calculator 
Black/blue pen and pencil

Class Procedures and Grading Policy:

1. Students must come prepared to each class:

a. Complete reading assignment and be ready to discuss it

b. Complete homework assignment and be prepared to participate in review
c. Have paper and pen/pencil out and ready to take notes
d. Bring calculator when necessary
e. Dress appropriately for laboratory session (see safety contract)

2. Homework

a. Homework will be assigned most evenings, and expected to be available for review at the start of class.  Most homework assignments will not be graded but will be scanned for completeness the following class period. You will receive credit if you have your homework done by the expected due date.

b. Late homework will not be accepted.

c. Missed Homework:  It is your responsibility to collect the missed homework assignment if absent and return the next class period for grading.

3. Class Participation:

a. Come ready and prepared to discuss reading and homework assignments

b. Positive, informative discussion is welcome

c.  Disruptive and disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.
4. Use of Electronic Equipment in class (aka. Phones & i-pods)

a. As per school policies, no electronic equipment is allowed in the classroom.

b. Please don’t make me take your phone!

5. Attendance:
a. Tardy to class accepted with a pass

b. Tardy without a pass will be recorded, and handled by the procedures described in the student handbook.
6. Quizzes:

a. Announced and unannounced quizzes will be given periodically throughout each testing unit.

b. Missed quizzes can be made up the following day at a scheduled time.

7. Tests

a. Tests will always be announced and given at the end of each unit.

b. Make up tests will be given after school and must be arranged with the teacher.

8. Lab Experiments and Reports:

a. Laboratory experiments will be held during the class period.

b. Make up labs must be scheduled with the teacher.

c. Lab reports must be prepared for each lab experiment, due dates will be given for each lab.

9. Exams

Cumulative exams will be given each marking period.  The weighting of these exams will be based on policies developed by the science department.
Grading Policy:

Grading is done on a point system with a general weighting as follows:
	
	% of Grade

	Homework/class work
	10

	Quizzes
	20

	Tests
	50

	Lab Reports
	20
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