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OVERVIEW:  

Music has always been an art form that is able to unify people, and is found in every culture in the world.  In our present society, there are countless styles of music, each with its own distinct characteristics.  This course will focus on the origins of today’s popular music, especially the evolution of rock music in America.  European influence will also be discussed.   
This course will generally cover music from the last 100+ years, searching for similarities and reasoning as to how decades of innovation have contributed to today’s hit songs and various genres.  Through this endeavor, the goal is for the students to gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the unifying – and time transcendent – traits of music.
COURSE MATERIALS:

- Notebook and writing utensils are crucial to record information discussed in class.  These are to
   be brought to every class.

- Other handouts/materials as provided by the instructor.  These are also to be retained by the     

   student and brought to every class.
GRADING:



Student grades will be determined each quarter using a points system:  Everything we do together in class will be worth points, whether for participation, classwork, homework, assessments, etc.

Below represents a typical points tally for a given Marking Period:

Participation



  90 points

Homework



100 points

Quizzes/Tests



200 points

Notebook Collection


100 points

Quarterly Exam


100 points


Grades will be calculated weekly based on the points available up to and including the week of calculations.  For example, if a student has received 90 out of 100 possible points, that student’s current average is a 90%.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY:

Cheating can take many forms.  A broad definition of cheating is any action that seeks to take credit for work not completed exclusively by the individual(s) in question.  Examples range from copying answers on a test to the plagiarism of material for a research assignment.  In any instance where cheating has been confirmed to have taken place, the student(s) involved will receive a ZERO (0) on the particular assignment/assessment.  The instructor will then record and report the instance to school administration, as well as the parents of those involved.

