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Students, community members, 
and faculty and staff do not always 
agree on the severity of different 
cheating behaviors.  

Examples are:  

Only 51% of students believe 
that getting questions and/or an-
swers from someone who has taken 
a test should be considered moder-
ate or serious cheating compared to 
90% of parents and 95% of fac-
ulty/staff.   

Community members, 96% of 
whom identified as having had or 
have a student at North, also appear 
to be unaware of the amount of 
cheating that occurs at the high 
school.   

Only 3% of parents believe that 
their children have helped someone 
else cheat on a test once or more 
than once compared to 49% of 
students who have admitted to 
helping someone cheat.   
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With the increased complexity of assignments 
and use of technology, the classroom-
homework connection will become even more 
of an issue with respect to academic integrity. 
Across our school community and with all 
stakeholders, we need to promote a conscien-
tious and uniform understanding and aware-
ness of academic integrity.  We need to create 
consistent definitions/expectations for assign-
ments so that students will understand how to 
complete them without cheating.  We need to 
teach students how to ethically and responsibly 
use the technology that supports their learning 
but also makes it much easier for them to 
cheat.  We need to provide parents with more 
tools and guidance so that they can become 
equal partners in helping to create an environ-
ment that foster academic integrity.       



For the past eight years, North Hunter-
don High School has gained accredita-
tion through our participation in the 
Accreditation for Growth (AFG) pro-
cess, sponsored by the Commission of 
Secondary Schools of the Middle 
States Association of Colleges and 
Schools.  This is an ongoing cycle of 
reflection, action, and improvement 
that calls on our school community to 
identify objectives and develop action 
plans for realizing these goals.  In an 
effort to evaluate and update the ac-
creditation protocols offered to its 
member schools, the Middle States 
Association has developed a new pro-
tocol by which schools can earn re-
accreditation by engaging in action 
research.  As a result of its history of 
developmental strength in previous 
accreditation reports, stability and stu-
dent performance, North Hunterdon 
High School is proud to be one of only 
eleven schools invited to participate in 
this pilot program. 

What is 
accreditation? Focus  Topic  

Our planning team has  se-
lected academic integr i ty  
as  the focus of  our  pro-
ject .    

 

Why Academic 
Integ r i ty?  

Cheating and academic integrity 
connects to every discipline in the 
school and every stakeholder in our 
school, so the proposed project will 
be a school-wide initiative. 

Academic dishonesty has been iden-
tified as a significant problem in 
schools from elementary grades 
through college in both the media 
and in research. In headlines over 
the past year, we have seen stories 
about students paying others to take 
their SATs, college students losing 
credits because of plagiarism, and 
teachers and administrators cheating 

on high-stakes testing. 

 

How Frequently  do you think 
the fol lowing occur s  at  Nor th 

Hunterdon High School?  
 

P lagiar i sm on written  ass ignments   

 
Cheating on homework (sharing answers to 

complete a homework assignment)  

 
Cheating during tests/exams  

“If cheating behavior is seen as normal, there is no 
violation of ethics and thus no need for neutraliza-
tion” (Rettinger & Kramer, 2009).   

Students who indicated that they had been involved in 
a specific cheating behavior were also more likely to 
indicate that that specific behavior was either not 
cheating or trivial cheating.  

Students 29.18% 

Faculty/Staff 68.54% 

Parents/Community 28.85% 

Students 77.58% 
Faculty/Staff 88.76% 

Parents/Community 59.45% 

Students 43.42% 

Faculty/Staff 47.19% 

Parents/Community 24.31% 
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