Writing an Annotated Bibliography

WHAT IS AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY?
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.  Annotations are descriptive and critical; they expose the author's point of view, clarity and appropriateness of expression, and authority.

THE PROCESS:
· First, locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and documents that may contain useful information and ideas on your topic. Briefly examine and review the actual items. Then choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic.

· Cite the book, article, or document, along with its location, using the appropriate style. (MLA Advanced)
· Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book or article. Include one or more sentences that (a) identify the genre of the source (essay, book, database, internet, primary source), (b) evaluate the authority or background of the author, (c) comment on the intended audience, (d) compare or contrast this work with another you have cited, or (e) explain how this work illuminates your bibliography topic.  
· In addition to these topics, it may also be helpful to you to record specific page numbers on which information related to your topic may be found.  Feel free to include a brief quote or paraphrase of significant information in your annotation.  This will be helpful in your next step:  notecards.
Taken in part from: http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm
You must have at least 4 sources for your annotated bibliography.  Remember that all of your sources must be taken from a database/e-book, and no free web sources are permitted.  You may later find a better source for the actual writing of your paper that was not on the annotated bibliography.  That is fine.  However, you should not have all new sources in your paper.  I will be comparing your annotated bibliography with your final works cited page.

Finally, you must hand in hard copies of all source citations in the same order as listed on the bibliography.  If you are using a physical book source, please include a copy of the copyright information so I can make sure your citation is correct. 
Example of an Annotated Bibliography 
Lena, Alberto. "An Analysis of the Decadence of Tom Buchanan in The 
Great Gatsby." Bloom's Modern Critical Interpretations: The Great Gatsby – 
New Edition. Ed. Harold Bloom and Pamela Loos. New ed. New York: Infobase, 2010. 49-50. Infobase. Web. 11 May 2013. 

This book contains several interpretations of F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby. However, in the section "Appropriating Racism", there is a detailed explanation of the racist beliefs of Madison Grant and Lothrop Stoddard is followed by an interpretation of Tom Buchanan's thought process and behavior when it comes to race and social class. The article also seeks to explore why Fitzgerald wrote Tom the way he did. Someone who was researching Tom Buchanan would find this to be an indispensable resource because it clearly outlines the mindset of a powerful man who is also insecure about preserving his dominance. The only drawback is that it's a little short and does not give more examples of Tom's racist behavior from the novel; however, inferences can be made. 
