Ernest Hemingway, “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place”

1. Did you experience any difficulties in reading this story?

2. Identify and cite some of the contrasts that infuse the story.

3. What are the major differences between the young waiter and the old waiter, particularly in terms of how they view the old man and working in the café?
4. What is the meaning of the old waiter’s “prayer” on p. 202?  Given the view of human existence that is expressed, what is the role and significance of the café?
5. What do you consider to be the overall meaning of the story? Support your answer with references from the text. 
