North Hunterdon Music Association 

October 6, 2008 Meeting Minutes
Present: Anne Zenerovitz, Kathleeen Zuccarelli, Susan Pyle, Nancy Randazzo, Michael Randazzo, Robin Anderson, Jamie Dugan, Joseph Maggio, Julie Hagel, Pravesh Chaturvedi, Marie Siller, Barbara Conway, Sue Degerdon, Larry Wright, Judy LaTournous, Sandy Seidorf, Jackie Bond, Mary Genco, Bonnie Bowers, Cate Mattison, Marja van Ouwerkerk

Faculty Representative: Mr. Vincent Angeline

Meeting was called to order by Mrs. Mattison at 7:30 PM

Minutes for the September 8, 2008 meeting were distributed. 

Motion made to approve the minutes made by Susan Pyle, seconded by Sandy Seidorf.  Motion was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Faculty Report
Mr. Angeline stated that next Friday is the half way point of the marching band season. There will still be some new routines added to the performance.
Photos of the band have been taken. 
Approximately 30, 7th and 8th grade students from five of the sending schools visited last week, it was a successful event. He thanked the NHMA for sponsoring the Pizza dinner. 
Mr. Angeline mentioned the Columbus Day Parade in New York City, this upcoming Monday. 
The Phillipsburg Band Festival is scheduled for October 23. 
All performance groups are up and running well. 
The new music teacher Katie Meo is fitting in well.
Mr. Angeline reminded the association to be aware of the urgent need for additional storage for music equipment and space for music programs when considering the upcoming school budget, the music programs have no more room for growth. 

Mr. Angeline discussed the upcoming Columbus Day Parade in some detail. He confirmed that 20 seats are available on buses for parents. Students will gather their uniforms and instruments around 8:30 and start entering buses at 9:00. Parents travelling on busses should be present at 9:00, busses will leave by 9:30. Parents driving their own cars may need to leave around 8 AM. The band will assemble between 43 and 45th streets on 5th Avenue. The Grand Stand is located at 50th Street. The Parade ends around 70th street. Busses will be parked near the Metropolitan Museum of Art. (78th Street?) 
The Parade starts at noon and runs until 3 PM, NBC Channel 4 will cover the event live on TV.   

Plumes will be placed on helmets as the students leave the bus. The Rest Stop will be notified in advance of the busses’ arrival to allow for additional staff to be available.

Students returning home with parents, rather than on the bus, need to have an Athletic Travel Release Form completed and signed by Mr. Deutsch and Mr. Angeline in advance.    
Auditions for the State Band and Chorus will be held December 13, 2008.

A question was asked regarding the Music Honor Society (Triam?). Mr. Angeline will look into the feasibility of starting a chapter at North.

Treasurer Report

The current Balance sheet was reviewed by Joe Maggio

Membership update

Cate Mattison reported 132 memberships previously received. 27 additional new memberships have been received recently. 

New Business: 

Newsletter items and suggestions for format were discussed. Jamie Dugan will be working on the next issue. Reminders to support the music department and staff biographies, as well as descriptions of the various musical groups could be covered. 

Publicity items for articles in local newspapers, including photographs were discussed; it is thought that Brian Goings may already be doing some of this.

Fundraisers: 
The Bake Sale will be held at Walmart, November 1 and 2. 10AM-4PM. Volunteers will be needed to bake and help staff for 2 hour shifts. Check donations will also be accepted in lieu of baking. Students should wear their uniforms (helmets and capes not required). Last year $1100 was raised during this fundraiser. 

50/50Raffles This year the NHMA will hold 3 raffles at home games. The first one earned $172.50. 
A Food Drive to replenish the Food Pantry will be held during the Milk Can Game. 

Homecoming Dance Coat Check (10/25) will be run similarly to last year. One station in each corner. Some work will be required prior to the event to prepare hangers and tags. Change will be needed and the charge per coat/bag will be $1.00.
Third Quarter Snack: A $500 donation was received from Shop Rite. Last year this program was heavily subsidized by some of the parents who did not request reimbursement, therefore the actual cost is not known. Food prices have increased significantly this year therefore, the budgeted amount of $2500 may not be sufficient to cover this season. It was discussed where changes in the snacks offered could help reduce the costs. More garbage bags are required to collect garbage after games. Not everyone has submitted checks for this (about 30) an effort will be made to contact those parents who have not yet contributed. 
Columbus Day Parade:  It was stressed that the students need to be reminded to eat a hearty meal prior to getting on the bus to NYC. The association will look into providing bagels and mini muffins for the bus ride. Coolers will be placed in the storage areas under the bus. Students will be provided with a bottle of water on the bus. Pretzel rods and candy may be provided after the parade. Garbage bags will be brought to collect discarded water bottles.

Students also need to be reminded to clean their uniforms and shoes prior to the parade. Parents should wear green shirts and black pants and shoes.  
About 35 parents have indicated they would like to walk with the band.  A list of parents selected to travel on the student buses will be e-mailed in the next few days, car pools will be formed for the remaining parents wishing to attend. 

Phillipsburg Band Festival: Only water bottles will be provided. 
Halloween:  The game at Hunterdon Central will fall on Halloween. Central has donuts and cider, however it may be difficult for our students to access this, due to security restrictions. NHMA will donate candy for the students. This is to be brought by 4-4:30PM. Chaperones may be needed to escort students to restrooms.
End of Season Band Banquet (12/3/08): A coordinator for this event is needed, Bonnie Bowers volunteered to help. A notice must be sent out soon to get a head count for the number of attendees. 

Next Meeting: Monday November 10, 7:30 PM Room 123.

Motion to adjourn was made by Sandy Seidorf and seconded by Mary Genco at 8:55 PM

Respectfully submitted by Marja van Ouwerkerk, October 7, 2008 

