
CITATIONS:

Tracking down an idea

Quote or idea

Citations show your reader the trail 
you followed to get quotes and ideas 
from the original authors into your 
research paper.

Your paper

1. WHO
The author of the work 

you used

2. WHAT
The title of the work 

you used
(book or article)

4. WHEN
When the work was 

published

3. WHERE
Where the work was published 

(city/publisher of book or name of 
publication where article appeared)

5. HOW
How you found the work 

(name of database, 
medium of publication, 

date you viewed it)
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Source Type 1. Who 2. What 3. Where 4. When 5. How

Book

Author’s 
Last Name, 
First Name
Middle Name or 
Initial.

Name of Book. City of Publication: 
Publisher’s Name,

Year of Publication. Page 
numbers used.

Name of 
Database. 
Medium of 
Publication. 
Date you 
viewed it. 

Magazine “Title of Article.” Name of Magazine Date of Publication: Page 
numbers of article.

Journal “Title of Article.” Name of Journal Volume.Issue (Date of 
Publication): Page numbers 
of article.

Newspaper “Title of Article.” Name of 
Newspaper

Date of Publication, Edition 
ed.: Page numbers of article.

MLA Citation Formulas
• If your source does not provide an author, skip that field

• Capitalize important words in titles of articles and publications

• Use the styles and punctuation shown in the table

• Convert any underlined source information to italics

viewed it. 

Reference 
Source

“Title of Article.” Title of Reference 
Book. City of 
Publication: 
Publisher’s Name, 

Edition ed. Page numbers of 
article. Year of Publication.

Book Cartwright, John H. Literature and Science. Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2005. History Reference Online. Web. 2 Oct. 2009.

Magazine Vary, Adam B. “The Dueling Sherlock Holmes Films.” Entertainment Weekly 25 July 2008: 8-11. MasterFILE Premier. Web. 5 Oct. 2008.

Journal Solan, Lawrence M., and Peter M. Tiersma. “Forensic Science, No Consensus.” Issues in Science & Technology 20.2 (2003): 6. Academic
Search Premier. Web. 5 Oct. 2008.

Newspaper Lyall, Sarah. “36 Hours in London.” New York Times 20 Apr. 2008: 12. Academic Search Premier. Web. 5 Oct. 2008.

Reference Green, Roger Lancelyn. “Arthur Conan Doyle: Overview.” Reference Guide to English Literature. 2nd ed. 1991. Literature Resource Center.
Web. 5 Oct. 2008.
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