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“CI” DETECTOR: Use publication date to determine source type 

What is the format of the date on the publication? 

        

Year Only  
Month/Year 
Season/Year  
Quarter/Year 

 Month/Day/Year 

        

Is there a type of reference source in the publication’s 
name (dictionary, encyclopedia, thesaurus, almanac, 

atlas)? 
 

Does the name of the publication refer to a specific scholarly 
discipline (i.e., academic major) or profession (i.e., job)? 

 
Does the name of the publication refer to a specific scholarly 
discipline (i.e., academic major) or profession (i.e., job)? 

                 

Yes  No  Yes  No  Yes  No 

                 

REFERENCE  

SOURCE 
 

Does the source have an 
issue number? 

 JOURNAL  MAGAZINE  JOURNAL  
Do page numbers include section 

prefixes  
(e.g., A19)? 

                      

   Yes  No         Yes  No 

                     

   JOURNAL  

Is the source something you 
would read from cover to cover 
to learn about a single, specific 

subject? 

      NEWSPAPER  

Does the publication 
name include the name 

of a city or state? 

                      

   Yes  No      Yes  No 

                

   BOOK  
REFERENCE  

SOURCE 
     NEWSPAPER    

     

Rules of Thumb 

• Quotation marks indicate the title of an article 

• Name of the book or publication : First underlined or italicized item 

• Name of the database: Last underlined or italicized item 

• Publication date: First date (without underlining or italics) after name of publication 

 

Beware the Red Herrings  
Does the source include a publisher’s 

name and city of publication? 

      

 Yes  No 

      

 
Convert date to 

Year Only; answer 
those questions 

 MAGAZINE 

 


