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For the historian (you), oral history interviews are valuable as sources of new knowledge about the past and as new interpretive perspectives on it. Please complete the following in Word, 12 pt. type, as you develop your oral history project. Your completed interview will become part of a primary source document to be compiled as a record of 9/11 memories.  The goal of this project is to create a record of memories of that day to serve as a primary source resource for students.    



DUE DATE FOR INTERVIEW & WRITTEN RESPONSES:  Monday, September 19
ASSIGNMENT POINT VALUE:   100 points



PART ONE – Interviewer + Interviewee Information

1.	Name of Student Interviewer & Class Period	  ________________________ / ________

2.	_________________________________          __________________________
                     Name of interviewee				Relation to interviewer

           __________________________________         __________________________
                                City                                                                     State


PART TWO -  Interview Questions for Report

1.  Where were you on 9/11?
2.  What were you doing?
3.  Who were you with?
4.  What were your plans and expectations for that day? 
5.  What was your first thought when you realized what was happening? 
6.  Who else was nearby and what were they doing?
7.  What did you do when you realized what was happening?
8.  What is your most vivid memory of the day? 
9.  Can you describe the scene in one word?
10.  Is there an image that has remained with you from that day? 
11.  Have your feelings about September 11th changed at all? How?
12.  Relate, if you can, 2 negative effects of 9/11.
13.  Name 2 positive effects of 9/11.
14.  Are you different now than you were before September 11th? How? 
15.  Do you have any rituals to mark the day? 
16.  Is there anything else you want to share about your experience?
17.  Do you have an opinion regarding the proposed Islamic center near ground zero?
18.  It has been 10 years since the 9/11 tragedy how has the world changed since then?
19.  What have we, as a nation, learned about the events of 9/11? 






Setting Up the Interview
- Set up a mutual time that will allow you and your subject to talk comfortably for at least 30 minutes.  An ideal interview will be longer.

Preparing for the Interview
- Bring the typed questions and a tablet of paper to take additional notes.
- Bring several writing utensils.
- If you decide to use a tape recorder, practice using it first.

 Before you begin:
- If you wish to record the interview, ask for permission first.
- Explain the purpose of the interview.
- Explain what a memoir is and ask whether your subject is willing to write this or if you should write it.  If you will need to write it, the interview will probably take a little bit more time, because you will need to make sure to ask about 9/11 and how it changed your person’s life, whether positively or negatively.
- Use an icebreaker and begin your interview.
 
During the interview:
- Allow your person to take breaks as needed
- Practice effective listening skills.
- Remember that you may not be able to ask all of your questions.  Also, some of your planned questions may be answered during the course of the interview without you having to ask them.

Ending the interview:
- If your person chooses to write the memoir, make an appointment to pick it up within 2-3 days

After the interview:
- Ask permission for a follow-up interview if necessary.  Be sure to select times, dates and the preferred method.  For the follow up interview, a phone interview is acceptable.
- Share the permission to use the interview form with the interviewee and asked them to sign it.
- Review and type up your notes while they are still fresh in your mind.  
- Then, write a brief introduction to the person you interviewed.  One paragraph will suffice.
- Lastly, taking all the information into account, write a one to two page narrative of your interview.  Take time to edit and proofread.
- If you need to ask additional questions or clarify an answer, follow up with your subject.
-Use the following rubric as a guide for your finished work




ORAL HISTORY RUBRIC – Interview & Written Responses

	COMMENTS 
	POINT VALUE
	
	CRITERIA

	_____
	     /50 pts
	Content
	*  Answers demonstrate effectiveness of    questioning and careful listening.  (Answers should be several sentences in   length, demonstrating both the skill of the questioner in encouraging sharing from the subject, and the skill of the questioner at listening and taking notes).


	_____
	     /20 pts
	Focus
	*  Questions/responses seem to have a purpose & demonstrate knowledge gained.  (It is evident that the questioner provided   clarification and/or asked follow up       questions to get precise information from his/her subject). 


	_____

	     /20 pts
	Organization
	*  Questions follow a chronological sequence


	_____
	     /10 pts
	Conventions
	*  Grammatical errors are minimal
*  Questions are numbered & typed










9/11 Project

Some members of the Social Studies Department would like to give our students the opportunity to interview people who would like to share their memories of their experiences during 9/11/01.  The project will require you to interview someone over the age of 25 utilizing the questions that are attached.

Requirements:
·  Interviewee must be over 25.  

· You must record their answers for your future use.  You can record them via tape recorder or by writing their answers down.  If the interviewee does not want to verbalize their responses, you can allow them to write their answers out.  In this case, you may leave a copy of the questions with them and coordinate a pickup date/time.

· You must hand in a typed version of the interview.  I will put the questions on my website so that you can create a word document and type the responses after each question.  Start your answer to each question underneath the typed question.

· The project is due September 19th.  On the 19th, you must bring me the typed hard copy of the interview.

· Once you are done typing your responses and your paper is complete, you must also send me a copy via e-mail or put it on a disk.   Interviewees who allow their interview to be used beyond the classroom may have their interview put online for public viewing.

· Please make sure you have the interviewee signs the permission slip and you attach it to the paper.  

This project is worth 100 points.  It is due September 19th whether you are in school or not.  If you are absent, you will be required to send it to me via e-mail.



9/11 Oral History Project 
Voorhees High School Social Studies Department
Permission Form

Name of the interviewee:  ___________________________________________________________

Signature of interviewee:   ______ ____________________________     Date:  _________________

 City:  ____________________________________________________    State: _________________

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWNIG:
□	I understand that my memories of 9/11 may be published as a part of a collection of  primary sources of that historical moment.  I agree to allow my name to be published.

□   I would like to contribute my memories, however, I would prefer that my name not be 
             disclosed.  I understand that my initials will be used in lieu of my name. 

□	I prefer not to contribute my interview with the larger community.  I understand that 
              my interview will presented to my interviewer’s teacher.


THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!

Name of the interviewer:  ____________________________________
Teacher:  ______________________________
Mods: ___________________
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