General Rubric for Essays
Opening Paragraph

The opening paragraph begins with a compositional risk.                       

The opening paragraph has a transitional sentence that ties the risk to the thesis.

The thesis statement clearly outlines the topic and purpose of the essay.

Body Paragraphs

The opening sentences in the body paragraphs begin with a transitional word.

The opening sentences in the body paragraphs state the topic of the paragraph.

The body paragraphs give specific proof for the topic of each paragraph.

Closing

The closing paragraph restates the thesis using different words from the opening statement.

The closing paragraph has a transitional sentence that tells the reader the essay is concluding.

The closing paragraph wraps up the essay with a thought-provoking statement.

In a 100 point essay, each paragraph is worth 20 points.

In a 50 point essay, opening & closing, 10 points each; body paragraph 30 points.
A reduction in points results from the following:

Grammatical errors

Spelling errors

Statements not relevant to the topic

Awkward or unclear statements

Statements that use unnecessary summary

No specific proofs in the paragraphs

Incorrect format (double-spaced, 12 pt. font, proper heading)

Essay does not stick to one topic

Essay does not deonstrate unity and coherence  

Late essays

