Sophomore English Research
	Your Name
	     

	Teacher
	     

	Mods
	     

	BigSix 1: Task Definition

	Select a topic and use it as the basis for all your searches. This packet will help you find good sources about your topic. If information about your topic is not available in a source, complete the exercise with one of the other keywords you will develop for your search.

	Topic or thesis statement
	     

	Questions
	What do you already know about your topic? What do you want or need to know about your topic in order to write your paper? Type that information in the chart below, and use it to help focus and guide your search.

	Know
	Want or need to know

	     
	     


	BigSix 2: Information Strategies

	Identify the main concepts in your thesis statement; type each concept in a separate column in the table below. For each concept, create a list of related words and/or synonyms. As you do your research, use these terms – alone or in combination – to search for information.

	Concept 1
	Concept 2
	Concept 3
	Concept 4

	     
	     
	     
	     

	Related words or synonyms
	Related words or synonyms
	Related words or synonyms
	Related words or synonyms

	     
	     
	     
	     

	BigSix 3: Location & Access

	· Find information about your topic by using only the resources listed in this packet.

· During your class time in the Media Center, do not use any sources that are not listed in this packet. For example, you may not use Google or Wikipedia. 

· If you use sources that are not listed in this packet, you will lose 10 points from your grade.

	Library catalog
	1.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Use and combine your search terms to do a Power Search in the library’s online catalog. What search terms did you use?

	
	     

	
	2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Put at least three items about your topic into “My List.”

3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Using the tools at the bottom of the My List page, create a bibliography from your list.

4.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sort by Author/Title.

5.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remove the check mark in the Show Notes box, and click Go.

6.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Print two copies of the bibliography. Keep one copy in your research folder (you can use it as a shopping list to find and check out books on your topic). Label the other copy #3.1 in the upper right corner and write your name on it. You will hand it in at the end of the week.

	Electronic databases
	Electronic databases are available in the Electronic Databases section of the Media Center home page. 
Use and combine your search terms to find one article from three of the databases listed below. You must include an article from Opposing Viewpoints.

1.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Put a checkmark next to the databases you used.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opposing Viewpoints (required; found under InfoTrac)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ABC-CLIO (includes American Government, American History & World History)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elite 500 Journal Articles (found under InfoTrac)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NJ Elite 500 Newspaper Articles (found under InfoTrac)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 EBSCOhost Web-MasterFile Premier

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Facts on File

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIRS

	
	2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Read or skim articles to make sure they are relevant to your topic. 

3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Print a complete copy of each article for yourself, and save it in your research folder. (Get permission before printing articles longer than 10 pages.)
4.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Then print just the first page of each article. Label those pages #3.2, #3.3, and #3.4, and write your name on them. You will hand these pages in at the end of the week.
5.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fill in the information form (below) about each article.

	Article #3.2
	Database used: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ABC-CLIO



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Facts on File
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elite 500 Journal


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opposing Viewpoints
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NJ Elite 500 Newspapers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIRS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 EBSCOhost-MasterFile Premier

	
	Search terms used:      

	
	Article title:

     

	
	What questions will this article help you answer? What kinds of information does it provide?

     

	
	

	Article #3.3
	Database used(must be different than the one used for article 3.2):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ABC-CLIO



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Facts on File

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elite 500 Journal


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opposing Viewpoints

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NJ Elite 500 Newspapers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIRS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 EBSCOhost-MasterFile Premier

	
	Search terms used:      

	
	Article title:

     

	
	What questions will this article help you answer? What kinds of information does it provide?

     

	
	


	Article #3.4
	Database used(must be different than the one used for article 3.2 & 3.3):
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ABC-CLIO



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Facts on File

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elite 500 Journal


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opposing Viewpoints

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NJ Elite 500 Newspapers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIRS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 EBSCOhost-MasterFile Premier

	
	Search terms used:      

	
	Article title:

     

	
	What questions will this article help you answer? What kinds of information does it provide?

     


	Search engines
	1.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Find articles about your topic in at least two search engines listed below. Put a checkmark next to the search engines you used.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AltaVista
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ask
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exalead
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lycos
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MSN
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Snap
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WiseNut

	
	2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Read or skim articles to make sure they are relevant to your topic. 
3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Evaluate the web site and fill out the Web Site Evaluation form.
4.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Print a complete copy of each article for yourself, and save it in your research folder. (Get permission before printing articles longer than 10 pages.)
5.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Then print just the first page of each article, and attach your completed Web Site Evaluation form. Label those pages #3.5 and #3.6, and write your name on them. You will hand these pages in at the end of the week.
6.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fill in the information form (below) about each article.

	Article #3.5
	Search engine used: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AltaVista



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MSN

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ask




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Snap

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exalead



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WiseNut

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lycos

	
	Search terms used:      

	
	Article title:

     

	
	What questions will this article help you answer? What kinds of information does it provide?

     

	
	

	Article #3.6
	Search engine used (must be different than the one used for article 3.5): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AltaVista



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MSN

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ask




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Snap

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exalead



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WiseNut

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Lycos

	
	Search terms used:      

	
	Article title:

     

	
	What questions will this article help you answer? What kinds of information does it provide?

     

	
	


	Metasearch engines
	Metasearch engines send searches to several search engines at once and display one combined set of results. 

1.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Find an article about your topic in one of the metasearch engines listed below. Put a checkmark next to the search engines you used.

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Answers.com


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Kartoo
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clusty



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MetaCrawler
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dogpile



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Search.com
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fazzle



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SurfWax
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ixquick

	
	2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Read or skim the article to make sure it is relevant to your topic. 

3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Print a complete copy of the article for yourself, and save it in your research folder. (Get permission before printing articles longer than 10 pages.)
4.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Then print just the first page of the article. Label that page #3.7 and and write your name on it. You will hand this page in at the end of the week.
5.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fill in the information form (below) about the article.

	Article #3.7
	Metasearch engine used: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Answers.com



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Kartoo
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Clusty




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MetaCrawler
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dogpile




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Search.com
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fazzle




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SurfWax
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ixquick

	
	Search terms used:      

	
	Article title:

     

	
	What questions will this article help you answer? What kinds of information does it provide?

     

	
	


	Noodle Tools
	1. Practice using NoodleTools by using the materials in your research folder to create three citations.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Book (pick one book from your library catalog bibliography, item #3.1)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Article from an electronic database (pick one article from items #3.2-3.4)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Article from a Web site (pick one article from items #3.5-3.7)

	If you used a database to find …
	Select citation type …
	On the screen that asks, "Where can other people find this source?" select …
	On the screen that asks, "How can your reader find this online?" select …

	An article originally published in a magazine
	Magazine
	Online
	Subscription database

	An article originally published in a newspaper
	Newspaper or newswire
	
	

	A viewpoint essay originally published in an Opposing Viewpoints book
	Journal
	
	

	An article originally published in the database (such as an article in Worldbook Online)
	Reference source
	
	


	
	2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 After creating your three citations, click the Open in Word button on the left of the NoodleBib screen

3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Click the link for “save it as an RTF document”

4.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Click the link for “click here”

5.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Click Open

6.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Print the Works Cited page, label it #3.8, and save it in your research folder. You will hand this page in at the end of the week.


	BigSix 4: Use Information

	In your classroom and at home, you will read the information you have collected in your research folder and take notes on it. Try these note-taking tips:

· Be choosy: Don’t copy every sentence. Look for the main points.

· Code it: Put stars, exclamation points, or other marks next to the facts you want to review later.

· Remember the assignment: Read your teacher’s assignment instructions. Ask yourself, “What details do I need to find to do this correctly?”

· Use reading strategies: Most texts – whether online or in print – will give you clues about what’s important.


	Reading Strategies

	Main points

· Section headings

· Topic sentences

· Thesis statements

· Supporting ideas

· Action words

· Nouns
	“Juicy” info
· Large blocks of text

· Photo captions

· Explanations

· Examples
	Info patterns
· Graphs

· Charts

· Diagrams

· Lists

· Dates
	Special vocabulary

· Keywords

· Jargon

· Special terms

· Definitions

· Glossaries


	BigSix 5: Synthesis

	In your classroom and at home, you will put together the notes you have taken and create an outline, write a rough draft, and follow your teacher’s guidelines to produce the final version of your paper. Try these synthesis tips:

· Read your notes and rewrite them in your own words.

· Look for major themes to organize your writing.

· Try a variety of writing techniques:

· Compare: How things are the same and different

· Contrast: How things are different

· Explain: The reason for something

· Describe: Tell using details

· For writing help, see the resources in the Media Center’s Writing subject guide.

· Always note the page number or other ways to find the information in your original source.

· Enclose direct quotes in quotation marks.

· Properly cite your sources using MLA style. For help, see the Citing Sources section of the Media Center’s online Research Guide.


	BigSix 6: Evaluation

	As you work on your project, take time at the end of every day to reflect on your progress, identify problem areas, and plan your next research session.


	Day 1 reflection
	Progress: Today I learned or found …

     

	
	Problems: Today I had trouble with …

     

	
	Plan: Tomorrow I will focus on finding …

     


	Day 2 reflection
	Progress: Today I learned or found …

     

	
	Problems: Today I had trouble with …

     

	
	Plan: Tomorrow I will focus on finding …

     


	Day 3 reflection
	Progress: Today I learned or found …

     

	
	Problems: Today I had trouble with …

     

	
	Plan: Tomorrow I will focus on finding …

     


	Day 4 reflection
	Progress: Today I learned or found …

     

	
	Problems: Today I had trouble with …

     

	
	Plan: Tomorrow I will focus on finding …

     


	Day 5 reflection
	Progress: Today I learned or found …

     

	
	Problems: Today I had trouble with …

     

	
	Plan: As I continue my research, I will focus on finding …

     

	
	Summary: I feel that the Big6 research process and my time in the Media Center has …
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