Poets and Poetry:  What’s the Connection?
(
The primary objectives of this project are that you learn:

· what research tools are available to you;

· how to access these research tools;

· how to choose great information;

· how to evaluate the credibility of a source;
· how to organize and cite this information;

· how to write a research paper in which you support your own ideas with strong research methods.

You will also learn:

· how to understand a specific poet’s life and times;

· how to find evidence of that poet’s personal life in his/her poetry;

· how to analyze and explain those examples;

· how to draw conclusions about the connections between the poet and the poetry.

The end result will have successfully met the following requirements:
1. QUIZ Research topic worksheet
2. TEST Completed Media Center research skills packet;
3. QUIZ 10 source cards, representing the required types of sources from M.C. packet;

4. TEST 25 note cards, representing the required types of sources, plus highlighted print-outs;

5. TEST Complete-sentence outline that follows the class guide;
6. QUIZ Outline revision packet

7. QUIZ Typed works cited page
8. TEST Typed, five-paragraph, thesis-driven first draft of the research paper using previous sources and notes;

9. QUIZ Completed peer evaluation feedback forms;

10. TEST Completed revision packet, including a final draft of the research paper.

FINE PRINT:  If you are absent from school on the due date for either the research paper or revision packet, you must have someone submit the work for you.  Do not give your paper ot anyone other than me.  If someone submits the paper for you, have that person get a receipt.  Computer/printer excuses will not be accepted, as you will have ample time to complete the paper.  Have a back-up of all your work; save it on your hard drive, an external drive/thumb drive, and in your school network folder.  Your grade will drop 15 points for each day it is late.  Plagiarism, at any stage of the progress, will result in a zero.
To do an EXCELLENT job on this assignment, you must:

1. Choose one poet on whom to focus your investigate skills;

2. Research (translation: read lots about) that person’s life, specifically:

· Childhood

· Family

· Education

· Romantic relationships
· Interests and hobbies

· Career

· Personal tragedy

· Awards and recognition

3. Research (yup, more reading about) the time and place in which that person lived, specifically:

· National events

· Economy

· Politics

· International affairs

· Other?

4. Read poetry written by that poem (yup, read/annotate LOTS of his/her poetry!);

5. Identify hints about the poet’s life that appear in the poetry (more annotation);

6. Create a draft of a thesis statement that expresses your research paper’s main argument;

7. Choose which elements of the person’s life are most strongly connected to his/her poetry, and choose the poems that best illustrate these connections (this does not mean using only the easiest poems and the most obvious biographical details); 
8. Organize these ideas into three main categories (e.g. the poet’s childhood events, adolescent hobbies and marriage), and take notes on the examples from the poem’s that connect to these biographical details;

9. STOP & EVALUATE your progress.  Do your ideas seem supportable?  Do they seem like they would fit together in an essay?  Do you think your connections would make sense to other readers?  Are these the strongest connections you can make?

10. If it all looks like it’s going well, then continue by choosing your best information about the poet’s life, and create source cards and notes cards for this research;

11. Then, do the same thing for the poetry examples;

12. Revise and refine your thesis statement to reflect these ideas;

13.  MEET WITH YOUR TEACHER.  Yes, you must meet with me tête à tête.  You should be prepared to present your plan for the research paper, and defend it with LOTS and LOTS of evidence.  This is your chance to shine!

14. Draft a typed outline of your plan for the paper;

15. Participate in peer evaluation discussions of your outline;
16. Revise and edit your outline;

17. Write your first draft of the research paper, using in-text citations;

18. Participate in peer evaluation discussions of your research paper;

19. Revise and edit your first draft, preparing for submission;

20. Complete a final draft revision packet, which includes the final draft.

TA-DA!  You’re finished!
SPECIAL NOTE:  I know that this is overwhelming to students.  However, I’ve seen what students can do.  You’ll be great, don’t worry.  Although it’s a lot of work, you’ll have time to work on this in class, and you’ll get very clear guidance along the way.  It will be tough, but you’ll be so proud of yourself when you finish! 

I can’t wait to help you learn so many important and exciting things! 

Good luck, and enjoy!


