The Scarlet Letter Research Paper Topics
Select top 5 topics and rank in order of preference.  

Selections will be made on Tuesday, October 25.
Choose a topic that can be thoroughly and effectively discussed in a 4 to 5 page paper.

Once your topic is selected, your topic must be turned into a 

specific, unified, and arguable thesis statement.
All tentative thesis statements must be approved by the teacher.
Tentative Thesis Statement and Questions due on Tuesday, November 1.
1. Investigation of one (or more if related) theme(s) in The Scarlet Letter.

2. Investigation of one (or more if related) symbol(s) in The Scarlet Letter to develop character, mood, irony, tone, etc. 
3. Investigation of one (or more if related) motif(s) in The Scarlet Letter: color, nature (especially flowers), mirror, etc. to develop character, mood, irony, tone, etc. 
4. Character study:  Hester, Pearl, Dimmesdale, Chillingworth, Rev. Wilson.
5. Chillingworth’s motives in his relationship/friendship with Dimmesdale.

6. Hester’s decision to stay in Boston.
7. Hawthorne’s conclusions and judgments about life and people.

8. Dimmesdale’s relationship with Hester
9. Comparison and/or contrast of village and forest
10. Comparison and/or contrast of Chillingworth and Dimmesdale.

11. Comparison and/or contrast of the Puritan community and Pearl.

12. Comparison and/or contrast of Hester and Pearl.

13. Investigation of a minor character: Mistress Hibbins, Governor Bellingham, Governor Bellingham, others?  Why does the author include this minor character?

14. A reader’s perspective:  Is Dimmesdale pitied by the reader?  Should he be pitied by the reader?  (OR) Is Hester pitied by the reader?  Should she be pitied by the reader?  When and why? Why not?
15. Point of View in the novel: Third person omniscient as an effective or ineffective narrator.
16. Hawthorne’s editorializing:  effective or intrusive.

17. The role of the Puritan ethic in the events of the novel.

18. The paradox of life as presented through the hypocrisy of characters and ironic twists of plot.

19. Novel as a reflection of time period.

20. Novel as a reflection of author.

21. Novel as a reflection of literary genre.
22. Hester as a trailblazing feminist.

23. Romanticism and its regard for human life

24. Hawthorne’s conclusions and judgments about Puritanism

25. Hawthorne’s vision of Pearl  - a result of nature or nurture

26. Hawthorne’s use of figurative language a stylistic tool to develop character, theme, setting, tone, etc. 

27. The effects of the inclusion of historical events/characters in the Individual Topic – Must be approved!
28. Topic of your choice – with teacher approval only

