Junior Year Checklist
· Register for SAT/ACT
1. SAT: www.collegeboard.com
· June SAT – register by April 29th 
2. ACT: www.actstudent.org 
· June ACT – register by May 7th
· Register for SAT II (if needed)

· Access Naviance to: https://connection.naviance.com/fc/signin.php?hsid=nhhs 
1. Explore Careers (under ‘Career’ tab)
2. Explore Colleges (under ‘Colleges’ tab)

· Refine College List to Include:
1. Foundation Schools (you exceed averages)
2. Target Schools (you are in the average range)
3. Reach Schools (your dream schools)
** use Analysis link on Naviance to refine this list**

· Ask for Teacher Recommendations
** consider using the Student Request for Teacher Recommendation form **

1. _________________________

2. _________________________
· Complete Junior Packet and give to your counselor by June 1st! 
· Plan College Visits 
	**don’t forget about the College Authorization form**
· Over the summer:
1. Check transcripts for errors
2. Finalize list of colleges
3. Preview applications you may complete
· Look at essay topic
4. Decide which admission deadline you want to pursue
5. Review college application process Power Point on guidance website


Senior Year Checklist
· Identify application deadlines – PLAN AHEAD!

· Finalize Activity Resume

· Take SAT/ACT in October or November (if necessary)

· Work on essay and have English teacher proof-read it

· Continue to visit colleges

· Obtain teacher recommendations
1. Provide teachers with Request of Teacher Recommendation form
 
· Provide your Counselor w/transcript release forms and any necessary forms

· Send SAT/ACT scores directly to colleges
1. www.collegeboard.com
2. www.actstudent.org

· Apply for scholarships 
1. http://www.nhvweb.net/nhhs/localscholarships/ 

· Look at Financial Aid Forms/Information
1. FAFSA
2. CSS Profiles

· Complete Senior Survey



Overview of the College Application Process
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\crosenka\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\CUTJTP7B\MPj04034600000[1].jpg]Colleges look at a number of factors, including:
· Cumulative GPA (9,10,11)
· SAT/ACT scores
· Strength of curriculum
· Activity Resume
· Letters of Recommendation (both teachers & counselor)
· Essay
· Senior Year Schedule and possibly Mid-Year grades
Types of Admission Deadlines:
· Early Decision – students can only apply to one school ED. ED is binding, if you are admitted as an ED candidate, you must attend that school. Benefits include smaller pool of applicants and an acceptance decision sooner (typically 4-6 weeks)
· Early Action – students receive same benefits but is not a binding commitment
· Regular Decision – each school establishes their own deadline (either in fall, winter or spring). Students may not hear back from college for quite some time (ie: 1/1 deadline may not hear back until April)
· Rolling Admissions – no deadline per say; when the college receives the application, they review and make a decision
Applications:
· Individual College/University Application – each school has their own application. Students can view this application and apply via the college’s website. It is important that students keep an eye out for supplemental forms and print them out if applied. 
· Common Application – The Common Application is a standardized undergraduate college application form that is accepted at more than 240 accredited, independent colleges and universities nationwide. The Common App looks similar to most individual college applications, with all the usual fields for name, address, school and test data, as well as questions about work experience and volunteer activities. For the personal essay, students may choose one of four questions, or propose a question of their own. If two or more of your schools accept the Common App, it is well worth your while!
· There are supplemental forms that students need to print out if they apply via the Common app. They include: Secondary School Report, Teacher Evaluation Forms and Mid-Year Report
·  http://www.commonapp.org

    DUE BY JUNE 1st in Guidance:
Junior Packet (Junior Questionnaire, 
Activity Resume, Parent Brag Sheet)

Useful College Planning Resources
Naviance
· Click Naviance tab from Guidance homepage 
· https://connection.naviance.com/fc/signin.php?hsid=nhhs 
· Email school counselor for log-in information if you do not have it.
· Key College Planning Features
· College Search
· College Match
· College Maps
· Scattergrams
· Key Career Features
· Do as You Are Personality Survey (take inventory and/or review results)
· Career Interest Profiler
· Explore Careers and Clusters
Collegeboard.com
· Register and Prepare for SAT and SATII
· Find a College
· College Search
· Tips for finding your college match
· Apply to College
· College Application Calendar and Planning Calendar for Juniors and Seniors
· Campus Visit Checklist
· Essay Writing Tips
· Letters of Recommendation
· http://collegeboard.envotu.com/Organize_and_Present
· Download Full Presentation and Notes for Students
· College Planning for 11th graders
· College Planning for 12th graders
· College Application Checklist
· Create a Solid Academic Portfolio
· Financial Aid Checklist
Getin2college.com
· College Planning Handbook
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